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FROMANDTO 

DOCTOR SWIF T. 

LETTER CLXnr. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

London, Auguft the 12th, 1714* 

Our juftices fit feveral hours every day, 
without affording us the leaft news. 1 
don't hear any thing they have done worth 
mentioning, except fome orders they haVe 
given about the difpute in the city of Dub^ ^ 
lin. You may be fure they are not fuch as 
will pleafe our friends ; but I think you 
and I agreed in condemning thofe pro- 
ceedings in our ownM)cople. My lord 
Darby is made lord liiitenant.of Lanca^ 
Jhire. That and Htimpjhire are the only 
vacant employments they have filled up ; 
I fuppofe, under pretence of their bAng 
maritime counties. If the whigs had di- 
rcd:ed the lift of regents, Marlborough, 
Vol. IL B Sun- 
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Sunderland and Wharton had not been 
left out. There are five tories too, that 
would not have been in. Though they 
were a little whimfical for three or four 
days about the fucceflion, they feemed to 
recant, and own themfelves in an error by 
the later votes. Every one of them ap- 
proved the peace, and were for the addrefs 
at the end of the laft feffion, that it was 
fafe, honourable and advantageous. Con- 
lidering what minifters were employed here 
by the court of Hanover ^ and that the king 
himfelf had little information but what he 
received from them, I think his lift (hews 
no ill difpofition to the tories : aad they fay 
he is not apt to be hafty in removing the 
perfons he finds in employment. The bill 
is brought in for granting him the old du- 
ties for the civil lift. One Wtkes^ of North-^ 
ampton, moved to tack the place-bill to it ; 
but nobody feconded him, and he was ex- 
tremely laughed at. He happens unluckily 
to be a tory. 

Did you receive your papers laft poft ? 
The firft copy is not yet left at St. Dun- 
Jlans. Should I fend to Barber for it in 
lord Bolinghroke's name ? I have writ to 
him to bring in his bill, and as foon as he 
- ccTmcs 



( 3 > 

comes I will pay him. I fuppofe I fliall 
fee him to-morrow. I wifh you a good 
journey to Ireland. But if 1 hear Saturday'^ 
poft comes into Wantage on Sunday ^ I may 
trouble you again. Pray let me know when 
you land in /r^/^W,, that I may write to 
you, if any thing happens worth while. 
1 fhall be very impatient for what you pro* 
mife me from thence. I fhould be very 
glad to hear from you while you are on the 
road. 

Lord Anglefey came to town laft Tuefday. 
They are all here now, except Pembroke 
and Strafford. Charles Eversfield is making 
his court to the dukes of Somerfet and Ar^ 
gyle: he declares he will keep his place, 
if he can, and that he will not ftir for Cam-- 
pion'^ election in the county of Suffex, Cam^ 
pion and he have had fome high words upon 
that account. Lord Orford told the com- 
miflioners of the admiralty, they were ig- 
norant, negligent of their duty, and wanted 
zeal for the king's fervice. 
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LETTER CLXIV. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Auguft 12, 1714. 

I T H A N K you for your kind letter, 
which is very comfortable upon fuch a me- 
lancholy occafion. My dear miftrefs's days 
were numbered , even in my imagination, 
and could not exceed fuch certain limits, 
but of that fmall number a great deal was 
cut off by the laft troublefome fcene of * 
this contention among her fervants. I be- 
lieve flecp was never more welcome to a 
weary traveller than death was to her ; only 
it furpri^ed her too fuddenly before flie had 
tigned her will ; which no doubt her being 
involved in fo much bufinefs hindered her 
from finiftiing. It is unfortunate, that fhc 
had been perfuaded, as is fuppofed by 
Lowndes, that it was neceflary to have it 
under the great feal. I have figured to 
myfelf all this melancholy fcene i and even, 
if it be poflible, worfe than it has hap- 
pened twenty times ; fo that I was prepared 
for it. My cafe is not half fo deplorable 
as poor lady MaJhamSy and feveral of the 
queen's fervants 3 fome of whom have no 
I chance 
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chance for ihdr bread but the generofity 
of his prefent majefty, which feveral peoplej^ 
that know him, very much commend. So 
far is plain from what has happened in. 
public aiFairs, that what one party affirmed 
of the fettHmcnt has proved true, that it 
was firm : that it wa^ in fome meafure an 
advantage to the fucccfibr not to have beein 
here, and fo obliged to declare himfelf in 
feveral things, in which he is now at li- 
berty. And indeed never any prince in 
this refped: came to the crown with greater 
advantage. I can afTure you the peaceable 
fcene, that now appears, is a difappoint- 
ment to more than one fett of people. 

I have an opportunity calmly and pbilofo- 
phically to confider that treafure of vilenefs 
and bafenefs, that I always believed to be 
in the heart of man ; and to behold them 
exert their infolence and bafenefs: every 
new inftance, inftead of furprizing and 
grieving me, as it does fome of my friends, 
really diverts me, and in a manner improves 
my theory. Though I think I have not met 
with it in my own cafe, except from one 
man. And he was very far miftaken, for 
to him I would not abate one grain of my 
B 3 proud 
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proud fpirjt. Dear friend, the laft fentence 
of your letter quite kills me. Never repeat 
that melancholy tender word, that you will 
endeavour to forget me. I am fure I never 
can forget youj, till I meet with (what is 
impoffible) another, whofe converfation I 
can delight fo much in as Dr. Swiff s ; and 
yet that is the fmalleft thing I ought to va- 
lue you for. That hearty fincere friend- 
fhip, that plain and open ingenuity in all 
your commerce, is what I am fure I never 
can find in another man, I fliall want of- 
ten a faithful monitor, one that would vin- 
dicate me behind my back, and tell me my 
faults to my face. God knows I write this 
with tears in my eyes; Yet do not be ob- 
ftinatc, but come up for a little time to 
London; and if you muft needs go, we may 
concert a manner of correfpondence where^ 
ever we are. I have a letter from Gay juft- 
before the queen's death. Is he not a true 
poet, who had not one of his own books tQ 
give to the princefs, that afked for one ? 
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LETTER CLXV. 
f)r. SWIFT to Mifs VANHOMRIGH. 

Auguft 12, 17 14. 

I HAD your letter laft port, and, before 
you can fend me another, I fhall fet out for 
Ireland. I muft go and take the oaths, and 
the fooner the better. If you are in Ireland ^ 
when I am there, I ftiall fee you very feldom. 
It is not a place for any freedom; but where 
every thing is known in a week, and mag- 
nified a hundred degrees. Thefe are rigo- 
rous laws, that muft be pafTed through; 
but it is probable, we may meet in London 
next winter ; or, if not, leave all to fate, 
that feldom cares to humour our inclina- 
tions. I fay all this out of the perfedt efteem 
and ffiendfhip I have for you. Thefe pub- 
lic misfortunes have altered all my mea- 
fures, and broke my fpirits. God Almighty 
blefs you. I fhall. I hope to be on horfe- 
back in a day after this comes to your hand. 
I would not anfwer your queftions for a 
million, nor can I think of them with any 
eafe of mind. Adieu. 
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LETTER CLXVI. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

Auguft the 14th, 1714*. 

I SUPPOSE you cxpedl news upon 
Craggs's return from Hanover ; but I don't 
hear a word more than what you have in 
the lords juftices fpeech. Yefterday morn- 
ing after he came, the whigs looked de- 
jected, and our friends very much pleafed ; 
tho' I do. not know any reafon for either, 
unlefs it was expected by both fides, that 
he would have brought orders for altera- 
tions. It feems the dragons entertainment 
was on a family account, upon the agree- 
ment between lord Harley and lord Pel/jam ; 
and only thofe, who were concerned in 
their affairs, were invited. But flighter 
grounds would have ferved to raife a ftory 
at this time; and it was fufficient, that 
my lord T^ownjhend and lord Cowper dined 
at his houfe, However, we look upon 
him as loft to our fide 3 and he has certainly 

* * On the back of this letter is the following note of 
the dean. " Memoraiidum, I left Ledcomb^ Augujl i6, 
" 1 7 14, in order to go to Ireland'^ 

made 
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made advances of civility to the whigs, 
which they have returned with the ntraoft 
contempt. I am told Difmal * begins ta 
declare for his old friends, and protcfts he 
was really afraid for the proteftant fuc- 
ceiHon, which made him ad in the man- 
ner he did. The foreign peers are certain-^ 
ly deprived of their right of voting by the 
exprefs words of the adt of fucceflion j aild 
it appears it was the intention of the Icgif- 
lature at that time, for ipTmco- George of 
Denmark was excepted by name ; but it is 
thought the lords will interpret it other- 
wife when it comes to be tried. They| don't 
lofe the other privileges of peerage, and 
their pofterity born here may fit in the 
houfe. The fame claufe extends to the 
houfe of commons ; and no foreigner can 
enjoy any employment, civil or military* 
They may be favourable to the lords, who 
are all whigs ; but I doubt poor DukeDifney 
will lofe his regiment. I fuppofe Barber has 
given you an account of lord B 's pam- 
phlet. If you and he are not come to an 
eclairciflement upon it, fhall I fend to him 
for it ? I long for the other. Yefterday the 
commons voted nemine con. . to pay the Ha^ 

♦ The earl of Nottingham. 

nover 
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nover troops, that deferted us in 171 2. To- 
day Sir William Wyndham, Campion, and two 
or three more, gave fome oppofition to it ; 
for which they are extremely blamed. I 
think they had adled right, if they had 
fpoke againft it j^ Serday ; but it feems they 
were not then in the houfe. They had 
not ftrength enough to-day to come to a 
divifion. 

Once more I wifti you a good journey 
and a quick return ; and I hope you will 
find things go better than you expedt. 

LETTER CLXVII. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. ARBUTHNOTT, or 
the D E A N of St. Patrick^. 

Hanover, Auguft the i6th, 17 14. 

Y^OU remember, I fuppofe, that I was to 
write you abundance of letters from Hano^ 
ver ; but as one of the moft diftinguifliing 
qualities of a politician is fecrecy, you muft 
not exped: from me any arcanas of ftate. 
There is another thing, that is neceffary to 
eftablifh the charadler of a politician ; 
which is, to feem always to be full of af- 
fairs of ftate; to know the confultations 
of the cabinet council, when at the fame 

time 
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time all his politics are collecftcd from 
news-papers. Which of thefe two caufes 
my fecrecy is owing to, I leave you to de- 
termine. There is yet one thing more, 
that is extremely neceffary for a foreign 
minifter, which he can m more be with- 
out, than an artizan without his terms ; I 
mean, the terms of his art. I call it an 
^rt or fcience, becaufe I think the king 
of France hath eftabliflied an academy to 
inftruft the young Machiavillians of his 
' country in the deep and profound fcience 
of politics. To the end that I might be 
qualified for an employment of this nature, 
and not only be qualified myfelf, but (to 
fpeak in the ftile of Sir John Fal/laffJ be 
the caufe of qualifications in others, I have 
made it my bufinefs to read memoirs, trea- 
ties, &c. And as a didtionary of law terms 
ig thought neceffary lor young beginners ^ 
fo I thought a didlionary of terms of ftate 
would be no lefs iifeful for young politi- 
cians. The terms of politics being not 
fo numerous, as to fwell into a volume, 
qfpecially in time of peace, (for in time 
pf war all the terms of fortification are 
included) I thought fit to extraft them 
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in the fame manner, for the benefit of 
young pradtitioncrs, as a fanious author 
hath compiled his learned treatife of the 
law, called the Dodlor and Student. I have 
not made any great progrefs in this piece ; 
but, however, I will juft give you a fpeci- 
men of it, which will make you in the 
fame manner a judge of the defign and na- 
ture of this treatife. 

ToUtician. What are the neccffary tools 
for a prince to work with ? 

Student. Minifters of ftate. 

Politician. What are the two great qua- 
lities of a minifter of ftate ? 

Student. Secrecy and difpatch. 

Politician. Into how many parts are the 
minifters of ftate divided ? 

Student. Into two. Firft, minifters of 
ftate at home j fecon^ly, minifters of ftiate 
abroad, who are called foreign minifters. 

Politician. Very right. Now as I defign 
you for the latter of thefe employments, I 
fhall wave faying any thing of the firft of 
thefe. What are the different degrees of 
foreign minifters ? 

Stu-. 
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Student. The different degrees of foreign 
minifter^ are as follow. Firft, Plenipoten- 
tiaries. Second, Embafladors extraordi- 
nary. Third, Embafladors in ordinary. 
Fourth, Envoys extraordinary. Fifth, En- 
voys in ordinary. Sixth, Re(idents. Se- 
venth, Confuk. And Eighth, Secreta- 
ries. 

Politician. How is a foreign minifter ta 

be known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 

PoUticidn. When are a foreign mlnifter'a 
credentials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his firft admiffion into 
the prefence of the prince, to whom he i$ 
fent, otherwife . called his firft audience. 

Politician. How many kind of audiences 
are there ? 

Student. Two, which are called a pub- 
lic audience, and a private audience. 

Politician. What fliould a foreign mini-*- 
fter's behaviour be when he has firft au- 
dience ? 

Student. He fhould bow profoundly, 
fpeak deliberately, and wear both fides of 
his long periwig before. 
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By thefe few queftibns and anfwers you 
may be able to make fome judgment of 
the ufefulnefs of this politic treatife. Wic^ 
quefort, it is true, can never be fufficiently 
admired for his elaborate treatife of the con- 
dudl of an embafTador in all his negotia- 
tions : but I defign this only as a compen- 
dium, or the embalTador's manuel, or vade 
mecum. 

I have wrote fo far of this letter, and do 
not know who to fend it to ; but I have 
now determined to fend it, either to Dr.^r- 
buthnotty or the dean of St. Patrick's, or to 
both. My lord Clarendon is very much ap- 
proved of at court ; and I believe is not dif- 
fatisfied with his reception. We have not 
much variety of diverfions : what we did 
yefterday and to-day we fhall do to-mor- 
row; which is to go to court, and walk 
in the gardens af Herenhaufen. If I write 
any more, my letter will be juft like my di- 
verfions, the fame thing over and over a- 
gain. So, Sirs, your moft obliged, hum- 
ble fervant, J. GAY. 

I would have writ this letter over again, but I bad 
not time. Corredi all erratas. 
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LETTER CLXVIIL 

Dr, A R B U T H N O T T to 
^ Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR BROTHER, Oaobcrigth, 1714. 

'E VEN in afflidtion your letter made me 
fttelancholy, and communicated fome of 
the fpleen, which you had, when you wrote 
it, and made me forfeit fome of my reputa- 
tion of chearfulnefs and temper under af- 
fliction. However, I have fo many fubjedls 
amongft my friends and fellow-fervarits 
to be grieved for, that I can eafily turn it 
off myfelf with credit. The queen's poor . 
fervants are like fo many poor orphans ex- 
pofed in the very ftreets. And thofe, 
whofe paft obligations of gratitude and ho- 
nour ought to have engaged them to have 
reprefented their cafe, pafs by them like 
fo many abandoned creatures, without the 
poffibility of ever being able to make the 
leaft return for a favour, which has added 
to my theory of human virtue. 

I wifh I did not only haunt you in the 
obliging and afFeiftionate fenfe you are 
pleafed to exprefs it, but were perfonally 

prefent 
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prcfent with, you ; and I think it were 
hardly in the power of fortune not to make 
fome minlites pleafant. I dine with my 
lord and lidy Majham to-day, where we 
will, as ufually, remember you. 

You have reld ere this time the hifiory 
<f the White Staff '* y which is either con- 
trived by aa enemy, or by himfelf, to 
bring down vengeance; and I have tdd 
fome of hie neareft friends fo. All the dra-^ 
gm can fay will not give him one fingle 
friend amongft the whole party ; and theirc-^ 
fore I even wonder at him, which you 
will fay is a ftrange thing. The very 
great perfon of all can hardly fpcak of 
him with patience. The Conde adts like x 

man of fpirit, makes up to the k and 

talks to him, and would have a<3:ed with 
more fenfe than any of them, could he have 

* ' A pamphlet written by Mr. Daniel de Foe^ and 
publifhed in 17 14, in 8vo, in two parts, under the title 
hCTht fecret hiftdry of the White Staff ; hiing an cuxount if 
affairs under the canduil of fome late minijiers^ and of \uha$. 
might probably have happened^ if her ?najefly had not died. 
Soon after the publication of it came out in 8vo, Ade^ 
te&ionofthefophijlryandfalfities of the pamphUt^ entitled^ 
The fecret hiftory of the White Staff, containing an en--: 
quiry into the Staff *j conduct in the late 7nanagem€nt^ parti^^ 
cularly with refpeSi to the protejiant fucceffunJ' 

t * Probably king George I* 

'had 
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had any body to have aded along with him: 
tips Humerus ftmus. (cc. Thc'man you fpcak 
of is juft as you defcribc, fo I beg pardon. 
Shadwell fays, he will have my place at 
CbeJfea. G^rtb told me, his merit was giving 
intelligence about hia miftrefs's health. I 
dcfired he would do me the favour to fay, 
that I valued myfelf upon quite the con-« 
trary ; and I hoped to live to fee the dayt 
when hi$ majefty would value me the mont 
for it too. I have not &en any thing as yet 
to make mc recant a certain inconvenient 
opinion I have, that one cannot pay too 
dear for peace of mind. 

Poor philofopher Berkeley has now the 
idea * of liealth, which was very hard to 
produce in him ; for he had an idea of a 
Arange fever upon him fo ftrong, that it 
was very hard to deftrgy it by introducing 
a contrary one. Poor is much where 
he was, only out of the duchefs's fa- 
mily and fervice. He has fome confidence 
in the princefs and countefs of Picbourgb ; 

* This alludes to his book, in which he attempts to 
prove* that all things fuppofed to depend upon a material 
world fubfift onlj in idea. 

s\ The duchei^ of Monmouth. 

Vol. IL C I 
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I wifli it may be fignificant to him. I ad-^ 
vifcd him to make a poem upon the priri- 
ce{s before flie came over, defcribing her ta 
the Englijh ladies ; for it feems the princefs 
does not diflike that. She is really a per- 
fon, that I believe will give great content 
to every body. But Gay was in fuch a 
groveling condition, as to the affairs of the 
world, that his mufe would not ftoop to vi- 
fit him. I can fay no more of news^ than 
that you will find the proceedings hitheftd^. 
}iave been comparatively gentle. Adieu^; 

LETTER CLXIX. 

Another letter from the fame, ^ritten 

the famp^^ej* ' ^•'^ ^ 

I THANK you kindly for your's, with the* 
inclofed from our friend. I would have 
obeyed your commands as to the hijiory of 
the white Jlaff; but that there really is no 
anfwer to it, more than a thing, that rifes 
juft out of what is faid in the hiftory. None 
wrote on purpofe by any one, that knows 
matters of faft, or can contradidt what he 
-fays j or indeed wrote by concert of the 
perfons, that are attaeked. And I rec^olr 

an^ 
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kny other is not worth your while to read. 
Th^Q dragon denies ^t ; but, as I told the go- 
vernor, it is neceflfary for him to do that in 
a very folepin and ftrong manner; elfe 
there will be a rippipg anAyer, as you fay. 
All things go on at the ufual rate. I am at 
an uncertainty ftill as to my little office* I 
leave them to do juft as they pleafe. George 
Fielding and brigadier Brit tain are grooms 
pf the bedchan;iber, which does not feem 
altogether the doing of a dertain great man. 
The groom of the ftole is ftill uncertain, 
iy^g betwixt, two, that you know. I am 
tol^i that the great perfon of all has fpoke 
mof Contemptibly of the dragon than of any 
body, and« very hard terms ; Has fiot he 
managed nnely at^l^ft ? The princefs gives 
great content to every body. I will add no 
more, being to write on the other fide to 
the dean ; which pray forward • 

LETTER CLXX. 

Dn SWIFT to Sir ARTHUR 
LANGFORD. 

S I Rj Trim, O£lober 30th, 1714. 

I W A S to wait oh you the other day, and 
Was told by your fervant, that you are not 
C 2 to 



to be feen till towards evening, which, 
the diftance I am at this time of the year> 
cannot eafily be compafled. My principal 
bufinefs was to let you know, that fince my 
laft return from England many perfons have 
complained to me, that I fufFered a convene 
tide to be kept in my parifti, and in a placc^ 
where there never was any before, I men- 
tioned this to your nephew Rowley in Du6^ 
liny when he came to me with this meflage 
from you I but I could not prevail with him 
to write to you about it. I have always 
looked upon you as an honeft gentleman, of 
great charity and piety in your way, and I 
hope you will remember at the fame time, 
that it becomes you to be a legal man, and 
that you will not promote or encourage, 
much lefs give a beginning to, a thing di- 
rectly contrary to the law. You know the 
diflenters in Ireland are fuffered to have 
their conventicles x)nly by connivance, and 
that only in places where they formerly 
ufed to meet. Whereas this conventicle of 
your's is a new thing, in a new place, en- 
tirely of your own erection, and perverted 
to this ill life from the defign you ouf- 
wardly feemed to have intended it for. 

It 
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It has been the weaknefs of the diflenters 
to be tocj fafiguine tnd afluming upon 
events in the ftate, which appeared to give 
them the leaft eftcoaragement; atid this, 
in other turns df affairs, hath proved very 
much to their difadvantage* The moft mo-^ 
dwate churchmen may be apt to refent when 
they fee a fed, without toleration by law, 
infulting the eftabliflied religion. Whenever 
tfaelegiflatur^ fhall think fit to give them leave 
to build new conventicles, all good church- 
men will fubmit ; but till then we can hardly 
fee it without betraying our church. I hope 
^therefore you will not think it hard, if I 
take thofe methods, which my duty obliges 
me, to prevent this grovvring evil, as far as it 
lies in my power, unlefs you fhall think fit 
from your own prudence, or the advice of 
' ibme underflanding friends, to fhut up the 
doors of that conventicle for the future. I 
am, with true friendfhip and efleem. Sir, 
your mofl obedient humble fervant, B. 
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LETTER CLXXI. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Efqj to Pr. SWIFT, 

SIR, November the 4th, 17 14. . 

I H A VE one letter from you to acknow-^ 
ledge, which I will do very foon. In the 
mean time, I fend this to acquaint you,, 
that if you have not already hid your pa- 
pers in fome private place in the hands of 
a trufty friend, I fear they will fall into the 
hands of our enemies. Sure, you have 
already taken care in this matter, by what 
the public prints told you of the proceed- 
ings of the great men towards the earl of 
Strafford and Mr. Trior. However, for 

greater caution, this is fentyou by 1 

am, (Sfr. 

LETTER CLXXII. 
Monfieur SWIFT a Monfieur GIRALDI. 

MONSIEUR, De Dublin, en Irelande, Fe- 

vriere 25, 1714-15. 

jEprens la liberty de vous prefenter le 
porteur of cellecy, Monfieur Hoivard^ gen- 
tilhomme favant et de condition de ce pais 
cy ; qui pretend de faire le tour d' Italic y 



et qui etant chanoine en mon. ddyennd et: 
pfofefleur de coUege icy, veut en voyageant 
parmi les catholiqiie s' opiniatrer le plus 
dans fon herefie. Et apres tout, Monfieur,; . 
il n'eft que jufte, que puifque vous avez. 
derobe notre franchife jtngloife pouf Tajou- 
ter a votre politefle lt<ilienney que quelques 
uns de nous autres tramontanes deyoient en . 
voyageant chez vous a faire des reprifailles. 
Vous me fouffiriez aufli de vous prier de 
prefenter mes tres humble devoirs a fon 
altefle roy ale le Grand Due. , . 

Pour mon particulier, Monfieur, je prens 
la liberte de vous dire, que deux mois de- 
van t la mort de la reine, Voyant, qu'il etoit 
tout a faitimpbffible de r' accommoder mes 
amis du miiiiftere, je me retire a la cam- 
pagne en Berk/hire^ d'ou apres ce trifte eve- ^ 
nement je venois en Irlandcy ou je demure 
en mon doyenne, et attens avec la refig- 
nation d'un bon Chretien la ruine de notre 
caufe et de mes amis, manag^e tons les 
jours par la fadtion dominante. Car ces 
Meflieurs font tout a fait refolu de trancher 
une demi-douzaine des tetes des milleurs 
A'Angleterre, et que vous avez fort bien 
connus et eftimes. Dieufait quel en fera Tevq- 
C 4 . nement. 
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nement* Four moy j'ai quitte poiuf jamait 

la politique, et avec la pttmiffton dts bent 

geMp qui font maintenant en vogue, je de^* 

meureray k refte de ma vie en mdn hermit 

tage pottt fonger ik mon falut. 

Adieu» Moniietir, et me faites la joilice 

de croire, que je fuis avec beaucoup de re« 

fpe<a, Mottlicurs, votrc, &c. 

M/#,'Monfieiir Giraldi was fecreurj to the duke of 
Tufcany. 

LETTER CLXXin. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr, SWIFT. 

Auguft 6th, 1715. 

I RECEIVED your very Heraclitian let- 
ter. I am kinder than you. I defire to hear 
your complaints, and mtIII always (hare 
them, when I cannot remove them. I 
fliould have the fame concern for things as 
you, were I not convinced, that a comet 
will make much more ftrange revolutions 
upon the face of our globe, than all the 
petty changes, that can be occafioned by 
governments and miniftries. And you w^Jl 
allow it to be a matter of importance, to 
think of methods to fave one's felf and fa- 
mily in fuch a terrible fhock, when this 

whole 
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'W'hok eftfth will turn tipon new poles, and 
rwolve in a new orbit* I confider myfelf 
at a poor paiTenger, and that the earth is 
not to be forfaken, nor tl^e rocks removed 
for me. But you are certainly (omt firft 
MMrtifter of a great monarch, who, forfome 
miibehaviour, are condemned, in this re« 
volution of things, to govern a chapter, 
and a choir of linging-nicn. I'am fure I 
fliould think myfclf happy, if I had only 
fuch a province as the latter. Certainly 
your chapter is too peaceable, and not like 
otiier chapters ; elfe they would give you 
more occupation. You fee I begin with 
philofophy. As to bufinefs, I this moment 
faw the dragoHi He had your letters, and 
iliewed them to me fome time ago, and 
feems to.be mighty fond of the projed:! 
only he is to be at Wimple and not in H^^ 
refordjhire^ and it is but a ftep further. 
He is to write to-night, if you believe him^ 
to that very purpofe; nay, I am to have the 
letter to inclofe, and I intend to keep mine 
Open till eleven. It is ftrange, that yott 
\ Ihould imagine the dragon had caft his 
e^^viae in his den *, or that confinement is 

♦ Ht was fent to the Titi/rr. 
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a cure for inaftivity; fo far from it» all 
thefe habits are ten times ftronger upon hiiu . 
than ever. Lewis will furnifh you with a 
coUedion of new ftories, that are as far 
beyond the old ones, as you can imagilie. 
Therefore I fay again, come, and you will 
be far from finding any fuch difmal fcenes 
as you defcribe. Your own letter will fur- 
nifli you with topics to conquer your me- 
lancholy. For in fuch a mutability, what 
is it, that muft not in time caft up ? Even 
the return of that brother * you mention* 
And as philolbphical as I am, I fliould be 
very fad, if I did not think that very proba- 
ble and feafible. As to your friends, tho* 
the world is change4 to them, they are 
not changed to you ; and you will be careffed 
as much as ever, and by fome, that bore you 
no good will formerly. Do you think there 

is no pleafure in hearing the H r club 

declaim upon the clemency and gentlenefs 
of the late reign, and a thoufand ftranger 
things ? As for the conftitution, it is in 
po more danger than a ftrong man, that 
has got a little furfeit by drunkennefs. All 

* Bolinghrohe. 

t Hanover^ club, of which Amhrofe Philips^ cfq; was 
fecretary. 

will 
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will be well, and people recover thcif fo^ 
ber fenfes every day. Several of ybtii^ 

friends dine with me to-day, lady Ma 

Jo/bn Drummendj the judge, ^c. where ybu 
will be remembered. I wifh I could returri 
your compliments as to my wife and bairns. 
Sure you are a very ill hufband, for you had 
the compleat thoufand, when you were ifi 
England^ ^nd fixpence of another thoufand 
given by the dragon. I remember that full 
well. L — — is gone his progrefs. I fliall 
be at Bath in a fortnight. Come that way. 
Adieu. 

I really think the perfon I recommended 
will do well 'y he will be quite another thing 
before Michaelmas, with Rofingraves'^ttzchr' 
ing, &c. He has a good voice. 

LETTER CLXXIV. 
Dr. F R I E N D II to Dr. S W I F T. 

MR. DEAN, Weftminfter, Sept. 20, 1715. 

Jam much obliged to lady Kerry for giv-. 
ing you an occafion of writing, and fhall 

% See the note on Prior's letter, dated Auguji 16, 

P * RoUrt Ftiendy D, D. niafter of Weftminjier-fchod: 

always 
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Always be plcafed in receiving any com^ 
inands from you. Mr. Fitzmaurice is very 
promifing, and a favourite of mine already*. 
J had never fcen nor heard from any one, 
that was concerned for him^ till I had the 
favour of your'8 \ but as I had taken a pat?- 
ticular notice of him on his own account, 
I fliall now do it much more upon your'|. 
This will be brought to you by your kinf^ 
mani Mr. Rolt. I am glad I can tell yoti> 
Yhat he has behaved hi'mfelf very well h^re* 
He is not of the higheil: fort, but is very 
fober and induftrious, and will work oilt 
his way, and, I believe, deftrve any encou- 
ragement you are pleafed to give him. 
Things are in an d4d pofture with ucl at 
prefent ; and the ftate of banifliment you 
are in, may be endured without much re- 
gret: however, I fliall hope in a little time 
to fee you here, when more of yotir friends 
are in town. 

The bilhop J and nfy brother || are much 
your's, and very defirous of a happy meet- 
ing with you. Before this can be with yoo, 
you'll be able to guefs how foon that may 

t ^ Dr. Prancis AtUrhury^ bifhop of Rochejler* 
II 'JohnFriendy M. D.! . 
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happen. And may it be as &on as 19 wi(li^ 
by. Sir, your mod obedient and faithful 
humble fcrvant, R. F R I E N 

LETTER CLXXV. 
TheDuchcfs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFTS 

SIR, Oaober the 17th, 17 15.. 

I WAS extremely pleafed td find yoa 
had not forgot your friends, when, it is fo 
hard for them to write to you, and, by thdLr 
concern for you, put you in mind of them. 
But I find no misfortunes can leflen your 
friendfliip, which is fo .great, as to blind 
ypu. of the fide pf their faults, and raiake 
you believe you fee virtues in them, it wefe 
happy for them they enjoyed in any de- 
gree; for, I am fure, fome of thofe yoa 
named are much wanted at this time. I was, 
as you heard, very well pleafed, that my 
friend § was fafe as to his pei^fon, but very 
uneafy at feeing his reputation fo treated. 
As to his fortune, it is yet in difpute. 
However, as long as he is well, I am fatis- 
fy'd. It is with difficulty I do hear but now 

§ The Duke, \yho being fufpeiled of treafonable 
prai^ices, or defigns, went abroad. 

and 
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and then ; ailraggling body brings me an 
^iccount of him ; for there has been no en- 
couragement to write by the poft, all let-' 
ters mifcarrying, that either he or I have 
wrote that way, that we have given it over 
•now, and truft to accident for the news 
each other, I hope 1 fhall hear frorft 
you oftner than I have done forfome months 
paft : for no friend you have has more re-«- 
fpedt for you, than, your moft humble 
fervant, M. ORMOND. 

Your niece Beffy * is your humble fervant* 

LETTER CLXXVL 
Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to * * * 

DEAR FRIEND, Without date. Received 

December 2d, 17 15. 

I HOPE this will find you in good health, 
and I hope in greater tranquillity of mind, 
than when we ufed to lament together at 
your office for the eternal faults of our 
friends. I have feen the dragon thrice fince 
I wrote to you. He is without fhadoW of 
change the greateft example of an unfhaken 
tranquillity of mind, that ever I yet faw, 

• Her grace's daughter^ 

feeming 
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feemihg pcrfcdly well fatisficd With bi&iSWir - 
condudl in every particular. Yoix know't 
we have often faid, that thefe is but one 
dragoh in rerum tiatura. I don't know ^ 
what he thinks, but I am perfedtly well fa- 
tisfied, that there will not be that one dra- 
gon left, if fome people have their wilL 
Haly Bajfa, they fay ftruggles for his fon- 
in-law. It is generous and grateful. There ^ 
is a prodigious quarrel between , him and 
the prefident about it -f-. 

I, am not yet out, but expedl to be foon. 
, Adieu. 

I had almoft forgot to tell you of the 
Pretender's declaration, in which there are 
words to this purpofe : * That he had no 

* reafon to doubt of the good intention of 

* his lifter, which was the reafon that ho, 

* fat quiet in her time ; but now was dif-^ 

* appointed by the deplorable accident of 

* her fudden death.' 

t ' The prefident of the council, who at that time 
was Daniel earl of Nottingham.* 



LET- 



(30 



LETTER CLXXVII. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 

of the fame date. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

I 8 E N D you the fcrap of a letter be- 
gun to you by the whole fociety, ijecaufe 
I fuppofe you even value the fragments of 
your friends. The honcft gentleman, at 
whofe lodgings we wrote, is gone for 
France. I really value your judgment ex- 
tremely in chufing your friends. I diink 
worthy Mr. Ford is an inftance of it, being 
an honeft, fenfible, firm, friendly man, et 
ifualis ab inceptu procejferaty &c. 

Tho', by the way, praifing your jud^- 
ipent is a little compliment to myfelf, which 
I am apt to fall into of late, no-body now 
being at the trouble of doing it for me. 
The Parnelliariy who was to have carried 
this letter, feenis to have changed his ijiimj 
by fome fudden turn in his affairs; but I 
wifli his hopes may not be the effedt of 
fome accidental thing working upon hi? ^ 
fpirits, rather than any well-grounded pro* 
jeft. 

If 



If it be any plcafure to you, I can aflure 
you, that you are renxembered kindly by 
your friends, and I believe not altogether 
forgot by your enemies. I think both is for 
your reputation. I am told, that I am to 
lofe my little preferment : however, , I hope 
to be able to keep a little habitation warm 
in town. I cannot but fay, I think there 
is one thing in your circumflance, that 
muft make any man happy; which is, a 
liberty to preach. Such a prodigious privi- 
lege, that if it did not border upon fimony, 
I could really purchafe it for a fum of mo- 
ney. For my part, I never imagine any 
man can be uncafy, that has the oppor- 
tunity of venting himfelf to a whole con- 
gregation once a week. And you may 
pretend what you will, I am fure you think 
fo too, or you don't judge right. As for 
news, I never enquire about any. Fuimut 
TroeSf (Sc. 

My prefent politics is to give no di- 
fturbance to the prefent folks in the due 
exercifeof their power, for fear of forcing 
them to do very ftrange things, rather 
than part with what they love fo well. Un- 
toward reports io the country will make 

Vol. IL D . eledtions 
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tleAions dearer, which I am forry for. 'I'hc 
dragon^ I am afraid, will be ilruck at^ 
Adieu, in hafte. 

LETTER CLXXVIII. 
The duchcfs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, January the 23d, 1715-16. 

Your letter was a great while upoii 
the road, before I had the good luck to have 
it ; and I think I was happy, that it tvtt 
arrived here ; for it is the fccond letter I 
have received out of Ireland in above fevea 
months. Either thofe few friends I ha:v6 
there afraid of taking notice of me, or 
jny enemies won't let me have the com- 
fort of thinking I have any left, and there* 
fpre flop my letters. I give you a thoQ^ 
fand thanks for fo kindly remembering ad 
abfent friend. As you always think rights 
I don't wonder you are of the opinion our 
friend * has not all his good offices vciy 
well returned. But who live in this world, 
muft arm themTelves with patience, and a 
refolution able to bear ingratitude, reproach, 
poverty and afflidions of all kinds; or fub- 
ffiit to the difcipline of Bedlam. 

^ « Probably the carl of QxfQvd: 

I have 
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I have not heard from my mafter ^f- thefe 
many months* I hopfc he is well, bccaufe 
the good-nature of the world would take 
carb I fhould hear, if he were othetwife. 

The lady, yott nattie in your letter, lives 
at her houfe ^t BefkJhite. I can't entertain 
you with fo much as the tittle-tattles of the 
town, having not feen it thefe four months, 
nor fcarce any thing but froft and fnow 3 
which makes me coaverie moil with robin«- 
redbreafts, that do me the favour to come 
in at the windows to fee me. Your niece 
is your humble fervant j but not well, hav- 
ing a rafh. 

I believe by this time you wifh you had 
not provoked me to writer fince you are 
troubled with fo long a fcroU from me ; 
who am, with great truth. Sir, your moft 
fincere friend, and humble fervant. 

' * t The duke of Or«p»<f, herhufband/ 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 

Dr. ATTERBURY, Biflidp of 
Rocheftcr, to Dr. SWIFT. 

•GOOD MR. DEAN,Bromleyt, ApriI6, 1716. 

My gout kept mc fo long a prifoner at 
Wefiminfter this winter, that I have fixed at 
Brondey this fpring much fooner than eVer 
I yet did, for which reafon my meeting whh 
Dr. Tounger will be more difficult, than it 
would be, had I been ftill at the deanery [j. 

The bcft (or rather the worft) is, that 1 
believe he can fay nothing to you upon th6 
matter, about which you write, which will 
pleafe you. His deanery * is of the old 
foundation, and in all fuch foundations the 
deans have no extraordinary power or privi* 
lege, and are nothing more than refidenti-* 
aries, with a peculiar corps belonging to 
them as deans ; the firft of the chapter, but 
fuch, whofe prefence is not necefTary to- 
wards the difpatch of any one capitular adJ:> 

I Bromley in Kent^ where the bifliops of Rocbefler 
have an epifcopal palace. 

II Of Wejiminjler^ which has long been connefied 
with the bifliopric of Rochejler. 

* ^ 0( Salifiury: 

the 
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the fcnior rclidentiary fupplyin^ their ab- 
fence, in every <:afe, ^ith fall authority. 
Thus> I fay> the cafe generally is in the cid 
deaneries, unlefs where the local ftatutes 
may have exprefsly referved fome peculiar 
power or jprivilege to the deans of thoi^ 
churches. But none of them, I dare £x^, 
have a negative, either by common law*/ 
cuftom, or local ftatute.- Thus much ta 
flicwyou, that a nice fearch into the pccu-» 
liar rights of the dean of Sarum will be 
needlefs, if not mifchievous to you. The 
three deaneries, which I have had, afe all 
of the new foundation, by Henfry the 
eighth, or queen JS&s^^^M. 

In the charters of all there is a claufe, 
impowering the dean to make, puniih, and 
unmake all the officers. In the flatutes 
of one of them fCarliJleJ the dean's con- 
fcnt, in all graviores caufa^ is made exprefsly 
nccefiary, and in the other two nothing 
from the foundation of thofe churches ever 
palTed the feal without the dean's JigUletur 
firft written on the leafe, patent, prefen-^ 
tation, &c. which is a manifeft and un- 
contefted proof of his negative. As to 
the power of propofing, that I apprehend 
D 3 not 
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not to be exclufive to the other membere 
of the chapter. It is a point chiefly of 
decency and coaveoience ; the c^aa being 
the principal perfon, and fuppofed beft to 
be acquainted with the affairs o^ the church, 
and in what order they are fitteft to be 
t^anfaded. But if any one elfe of the body 
will propofe any thing, and the reft of the 
chapter will debate it, I fee not how. the 
dean can hinder them, unlefs it be by Icslv-p 
ing the chapter; and that itfelf will be of 
no moment in churches, where his abience 
doth not break up and diitolve the chapter; 
as it does, where his confent to any thing 
there treated of is exprefsly required before 
it can pafe into an ad:. Where, indeed, he 
is allowed fuch a negative, he is generally 
allowed to make all propofals ; becau& it 
would be to no purpole for any one to make 
a propofition, which he can quaib by a dif* 
fent : but this is not, I fay, a matter of 
rights but prudence. 

Upon the whole, the beft advice i caii 
give you, is, whatever your powers are by 
ftatute or ufagc, not to infift on them too 
ftriiftly in either of the cafes mentioned by 
yoU| unlefs you are very furc of the favour 

and 



ind OGmot^nanee of your vifitoc. The law- 
yers^ you will iSnd^ whenever fuch points 
come before theni &t »;&cifian> are very 
apt to difr^^aed ft^tii;tes and cuftonx in fuch 
caffSi aind to that their boq^s make 
the a^a of the^ m^ority cf the corporatioa 
%ht leg^l ail of the bqdy, vnithout conii-* 
dcfing, whether the dean be among the mi-* 
nority er no. And therefore your utmofl 
dexterity and addrefs will be neceif^ry^ in 
order to prcyent f^ch a trial of 3rour right 
at cocatison kw i whi€b» it is ten to one, 
(efpeeiafty; aji tbiags now ftand) will go 
againft ypui^ If the refra£lory part of your 
chapter are ftout, and men of any fenfe, or 
fupported underbid, (the taft of thefe i& 
highly probable) you had better make ufe 
cf expedii^nts to decline the difSculty, than 
bring it at prefcnt to a deci(ion. Thefe arc 
the beiOb lights, and this the beft advice, I 
can give you,, after a long experience of the 
natural confequence of fuch ftruggles, and 
a oacieful fearch into the foundation of the 
powers and privileges claimed and difputed 
on the one fide and the other. I wi(h I 
could (ay any thing more to your fatisfac- 
Um, but I cannot y and I think, in all fuch 
D 4 cafes. 
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cafesi the bcft inftancc I can give you of my 
friendfhip, is not to deceive you. ' 

There is a ftatute in the -latter end of 
king Henry the eighth's feign worthy of 
your pcrufaL The title of it relates to the 
Jka/es of bo/pitals, &c. and the tenor of it did, 
in my apprchenfion, fecm always to imply, 
that, without the dean, mafler, &c. nothing 
could be legally done by the corporation. 
But the lawyers will not aUow this to be 
good doftrine, and fay, that ftatute (not^ 
withftanding a conftant phrafe of it) deter- 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the mbft, 
implies it only as to fuch deaneries, Gfr, 
where the dean, matter, &c. have the right 
of a negative, by ftatute or ufage. And few 
lawyers there are, who will allow even thus 
much. I cannot explain myfelf farther on 
that head ; but, when you perufe the fta- 
tute, you will fee what I mean ; though^ 
after all, it does not, I believe, include J^-^- 
land. However, I look upon it as a decla« 
ration of the common law here in England. 

I am forry you have any occafion to write 
to me on thefe heads, and much forriori 
that I am not able to give you any tolerable 
account of them. God forgive thofe, who 

have 
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hwt forniflicdrme With'this knowledge, by 
involving mc defignedly into thofc fqaab-* 
blcs. I thank God, I have forgiven them, 
I will enter into riofhing but the enqui* 
ries of your letter, and therefore add not a 
word more, either in Englijh of Latin ^ but 
that-I am, with great eftcem, good Mr. 
Peani youfVery affectionate humble fervant; 

F R. R O F F E 

L E T T E R CLXXX. 

Lady B O LI N G B R O K E* 
to Dn S W I F T. 

PEAR SIR, London, Auguft4, 1716U 

I WISH your laft had found me in the 
country, but, to my misfortune, I am ftil! 
kept in town, folidting my unfortunate 
bufinefs* I have found great favour from 
his majefty. But form is a tedious thing 
to wait upon. Since 'tis my fate, I muft 
bear it with patience, and perfed: it, if I 
can; for there is nothing like following 
bufinefs one's felf. I am unwilling to ftir 
without the feals, which I hope to have 

• • FranciSj firft wife of the lord vifcount Bolinghroke^ 
and daughter of Hewj Winchcmby of Bucklebury^ in 
B^rks: 

foon. 
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foon. I h^ve been very ill > fias place ne« 
ver agreeing with me^ and lefs now than 
cv^r, it being prodigious hot weather. 

I know not what to fyy as to one part 
of your^'s ; only this, th^t you will forgive 
the fears of a woman if ihe fays ihe is glad 
it is as it is, tho' it has almoft ruined hen' 
I hope, one time or other, his nujefty witt 
f^nd my lord has been mifreprefented ; and, 
by that means, he may be reftored to his 
country once more with honour; or elfe, 
however harfh it may found out of my 
mouth, I had. rather wear black. Thcfcarc 
my real fentiments. I never thought my- 
felf, nor my health, of any confequencc 
till lately ; and fince you tell mc 'tis fo to* 
the unworthy, as you pU^fp to term it, I 
ih*ll ^^^^ <>f • for the worthy, which 
I once thought £o, they are good for no-* 
thing, but to negledt diilreiTed friend^s. 
Thofe few friends I meet with now, are 
worth a thoufand relations : that I fo^nd 
long ago. We have the happinefs of odd,, 
half-witted relations, and filly, obftii^e, 
opiniatre friends, that are afevere plague ta 
me. I never could have the pleafure of 
- talking one moment to the d " of 
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Q^mr^ *. She had 9lwa3r8 compaey^ and 
fi^gofif that I wifh (tic had not. She is now 
Qiit of town^ and we do net correipond at 
prefent. I wiih her all happinefs/ and in 
. ti^tter hands as to her b.afinefs. You have 
% much better opinion of me than I deferve ; 
l)ut I will iludy all I can to merit that fa- 
vour, which you arclcind to ajpfure me of. 

I wifli it were pofiible for us two to meet, 
that I might aifure you, in perfon> that I 
am your's moil: faithfully^ 

Your's came fafp. I hope this will to 
you. There is a lady, who never forgets 
you> and a particular friend to me, and has. 
I^een a great comfort to me in my trouble^ 
I mean my tenant : ihe is now in tho 
country, to my grief. 

L E T T E R CLXXXI. 

The Duchefs of O R M O N, D to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

S I September 14, I7z6« 

I HAD the ill fortune to mifs of that let- 
ter you upbraid me with. I had deferved 
9Jiy reproaches you could jnake me, if it 

• « Duchefs of Qrwd^irf/ 

had 
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had come to my hands^ and I not made due 
acknowledgments for your inquiries after 
me. I'll make you wifh you*d not been fo 
angry with me ; for I will fcrall out myfelf, 
what you'd rather Betty or my maid had, 
for they would have made (horter work of 
it ; but I will anfwer every part of your's, 
that you obliged me with by Mr, Ford. 

Firft, as to the lady you mention, the 
teafon I had not feert her in a great while 
was, my being in the country. To tell yoti 
the truth, I believe her hufband has been* 
a better courtier, than either llie, or any of 
her fex could be; becaufe men have it in 
their power to ferve, and I believe her*s has 
effeftually done what lay in him. ^ 

You kindly afk how my affairs go/ There 
is yet no end of them, and God only knows 
when there will be. For when every thing 
was thought done, a fudden blaft had blown 
all hopes away, and then they give me ffefli 
expedtations. In the mean time, I am 
forced to live upon the borrow; my good$ 
all taken away ; that I fhan't have lo much 
as a bed to lie upon, but what I muft buy ; 
and no money of my own to dothat with 5 
fo that you may imagine me in a chearful 
way. I pray God fupport me. 

The 
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. The gentleman ypu enquired after i& very 
* well now. The illnefs you heard he had, 
he has been fuhjed to a good while. What 
you defire, I wifh were in the power of 
either his brother or I; but all. will go from 
both of us of every kind. Only they fay, 
that the eloaths upon my back I may per- 
haps call my own, and that's all« I was^ 
obliged to leave the country. I was fo ill 
there, that, if I had not come tq the phy* 
licians, I can't tell what might have hap* 
pjenieid. My daughter is your mpft humble 
fervant, . and is pretty well in health. 

Ani not I one of my word, and troublcd^ 
you twice as long as you'd have wiflit ? 
But you'll find by this, that a woman's pea. 
fhould no more, be fet at work than her 
tongue; for fhe never knows when to let 
either of 'em reft. But my paper puts me 
in mind, that I have but juft room, to tell 
you I wifh much to fee you here, if it 
could be with your fatisfadion s and that I 
am, with great fincerity. Sir, your faithful 
bumble fervant, 

M. ORMOND- 
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LETTER CLXXXIt- 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

Odober 23, 1716* 

It is a very great truth, that, amoAg all 
the loffei^ which I have fuftained, nont 
affedted me more fenfibly than that of yout 
company and correfpondcnce; andyet^ even 
now, I fhould not venture to write to you, 
did not you provoke me to it. A commerce 
of letters between two men, who are out (tf 
the world, and who do not care one firthing 
to return into it again, muft be of little itio- 
ment to the ftate; and yet I remember 
enough of that world, to know, that the 
moft innocent things become criminal ill 
fome men, as the moft criminal pafs ap- 
plauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the fame fpiiit as 
your converfation at all times infpired, evcti 
when the occafions of pradlifing the fcvereft 
rules of virtuous fortitude feemcd moft rc-» 
mote, if fuch occafions could ever feem 
reinote to men, who are under the di- 
I redion 
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redion of your able tnd honeft friend Sir 
Roger*. * 

To write about myfelf is no agreesfble 
tafk, but your commands are fufficient at 
once to determine and cxcufc me. KnoTf 
therefore, that toy health is far better than 
it has bes^n a great while; that the money, 
iji^hich I brought orer with'me will hold 
out fome time ' longer ; and that I have 
iecured a fmall f^nd, which will yit:ld in 
any paxt of the .world a revenue fufficient 
for okty qui pent le retrencber meme avec 
f kifir dans la mediocriti. I ufe a French ex- 
preffion, becaufe I have not one, that 
pleafes mie, ready in Englijh. During fevcral 
months after ray leaving that obfcure re- 
treat, into which I had thrown myfelf laft 
year, I went thro* all the mortifying cir-* 
cumftances imaginable. At prefent I en- 
joy, as far as I confider myfelf, great com- 
placency of mind ; but this inward fatis- 
fadtion is imbittered, when I confider the 
condition of my friends. They arc got into 
a dark hole, where they grope about after 

* Sir Roger is the name given to lord treafurer Ox- 
ford^ in the hiftory of John Bull. As Bolingbroke is 
known to have hated and defpifed the treafurer, the 
words able and honour m\x& be taken ironically. 

blind 
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blind guides i ftumble from miftake to mi* 
llakc ; joftlc againft one another, and dafh 
their heads againft the wall ; and all this to 
no purpofe. For affure yourfelf, that there 
is no returning to light ; no going out, but 
by going back. My Itile is myftic, but it 
is your trade to deal in myfteries, and there- 
fore I add neitJier comment nor excufe. You 
will underftand me ; and I conjure you to 
be perfuaded, that if I could have half an 
hour's converfation with you, for which I 
would barter whole hours of life, you would 
Hare, haul your wig, and bite paper more 
than ever you did in your life -f-. Adieu, 
dear friend ; may the kindeft influence of 
heaven be ihed upon you. Whether we 
may ever meet again, that heaven only 
\ knows ; if we do, what millions of things 
fhall we have to talk over ! In the mean 
while believe, that nothing fits fo near my 
heart as my country and my friends ; and 
that among thefe you ever had, and ever 
ihall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, diredt A Monfieur 
Chariot, cbez Monjieur Cantillon, banquier^ 
rue de r Arbre fee *. Once more adieu. ' 

t This is a ftrong pifture of Swi/i*s manner. 
* The name of a ftrect in Paris. 

L E T- 
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LETTER CLXXXIII. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dn S W I F T. 

SIR, Paris, Oaober 28th, [1716.] 

If I was to fee you again, you would 
giv? twice as much as you offered fix weeks 
ago not to have feen me. By the fame rule, 
you might affprd fomething not to hear 
from me; but the inclofed came this morn- 
ing to me, and I could not fend it away, 
without adding a few lines in the cover. 
They are not to put you again into the 
fpleen, but only to afk how you do, and 
how you employ yourfelf ? Do the great 
defigns go on at Laracor -f- ? Or have the 
rains put a flop to your improvements, as 
well as to my journey? It will coft you but 
a penny, and a few minutes, to anfwer 
thefe queftions ; ^nd in return, you fhall 
know any thing you defire to know of me 
in my travels. I fliall go on as foon as wc 
have five or fix days funftiine to dry the 
roads, and make the fineft country in the 



t The dean's living. 

Vol. II, E world 



world fupportable. I am laughed at here, 
when I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting 
for fair weather ; but to me the journey- 
is the greatell part of the pleafure. And 
whereas my companion is continually wifh- 
ing himfelf at Rome, I wifli Rome was a 
thoufand leagues farther, that I might have 
more way to pafs in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to 
me, diredl to be left with Mr. Cantillon^ 
banker, in Paris. •! am, 

LETTER CLXXXIV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq^; 
to Dr. S W 1 F T. 

SIR, London, January the i2th, 1716-17. 

A.BOUT two months ago I fent you a 
very long epiftle, and was in hopes you 
would either have made us a vilk, or have 
let us heard from you. Since you have done 
neither, we muft flatter ourfelves, that you 
will be better the new year than the former. 

Our friend Priory not having had the vi- 
ciffitude of human things before his eycs<| 
is likely to end his days in as forlorn a ftate 
as any other poet has done before him, * if 

his 
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his friends dtf hot take more care of him 
tlian lie did of himfelf. Therefore, to pre- 
vent the evilj which we fee is coming on 
very faft, we'h^Ve a project of printing his 
Solomon^ and other poetical works, by fub- 
fcription j one guinea to be paid in hand, 
and the other at the delivery of the book. 
He, Arbuthnotty Pope and Gay, ar« now 
with me, and remember you. It is our joint 
requeft, that you will endeavour to procure 
fome fubfcriptions : you will give your re- 
ceipts for the money you receive, and 
when you returh it hither, you (hall have 
others in lieu. There are no papers printed 
here, nor any advertifements to be pub- 
lifhed ; for the whole matter is to be ma- 
naged by friends in fuch a manner, as fhall 
be leaft fhocking to the dignity of a pleni- 
potentiary. 

I am told the archbifliop of Dublin (hews 
a letter of your s, reflcdling on the high- 
flying clergy. I fanfy you have writ to 
him in an ironical Jiile, and that he would 
have it otherwife underftood. This will 
bring to your mind what I have formerly 
faid to you on that figure. Pray condefcend 
to explain this matter to me. The removal 

E 2 of J 
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ef my lord T<nvnjhend hzs given a little fpi- 
rit; but that will foon flag, if the king, 
at his return, does not make farther changes. 
What meafures his majcfty will take is 
uncertain ; but this we are very fure of, 
that the divifion of the whigs is fo great, 
that, morally fpeaking, nothing but another 
rebellion can ever unite them. Sunderland^ 
Stanhope and Cadogan are of one fide ; 
Townjkend, PFalpoIe, Oxford, Devonjkire, and 
the chancellor *, of the other. The latter 
feem at prefent to be ftrongeft ; but when 
the former appear with a German reinforce- 
ment, they will undoubtedly turn the ba- 
lance. They are both making their court 
to the tories, who, I hope, will be a body- 
by themfelves, and not ferve as recruits to 
cither of the other two. Lord Townjhend's 
friends give out, that his difgrace is owing 
to refufing four things ; viz. to keep up the 
army ; repeal the limitations of the fuc- 
ceffion-aft ; to fend money to Germany for 
carrying on a war againft Sweden and to at- 
taint lord Oxford. When lord Sunderland "f- 

• * JVtlUam earl Cowper,' 

t * By whofe intrigues the lord vifcount Townfhend 
had been removed from the poft of fecretary of ftate, 
which was given to James Stanhope^ afterwards earl 
Stanhope.* 

comca 
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comes over, he will probable cry wAore 
again J and endeavour to faddle lord T mnf^ 
hend in his turn. For thefe reproaches now 
are like that of Jacobitifm in former reigns. 
We are told, that lord Bolingbroke has per- ' 
miffion to ftay in France^ notwithftanding 
the late treaty^ provided he retires from 
Farts. I am, Gf^. 

LETTER CLXXXV. 

E R A S M U S L E W I S, Efq; 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I London, June the 15th, 1717. 

L AST night I received your's of the 
5th inftant ^ and fince you tell me I am 
your only corrcfpondent, I think I ought 
to be the more pundlual in my returns, 
^nd the more full in what relates to our 
friends here. You'll fee by the public prints, 
that Monday next come fe'ennight is ap- 
pointed for the trial of my lord Oxford^ and 
that no lefs than fix-and-twenty doughty 
members are appointed to manage it. The 
lords have likewife fettled the whole forps 
of the proceedings. My lord has afked, 
.that two lawyers more might be added to 
E 3 his 
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his council : yet is all this but a farce for 
there is not a creature living, who thinks 
he will ever be tried; for they publicly- 
own, that they neither have, nor ever had, 
any evidence ; and laugh at impeachnients, 
and attainders, and party-gambols ; and fay, 
that all people deferve to be fo puniflied, 
who prefume to difpoflefs the whigs of 
their indefeaiible right to the adminiftra- 
tion. But fince he is not to be tried, the 
next queftion is. In ^yhat manner is. he to. 
be brought off, fo as to fave the honour of 
his profecutors ? I think it will be by an 
a^t o^ grace. Others fay, it will be- by the 
commons aiking piore. time, and the lords 
of t^eir party agreeing %o refufe it. But as 
we are wholly ignorant of their intentions, 
it is poflible neither of thefe gue/Tes may 
be right, and that they may keep him yet 
another year in prifon ; which my lord 
Marlborough feems paflionately to defire* 

We labour here under all the difadvan- 
tages in the world in every refped: ; for the 
tide of party runs ftill very ftrong every 
where, but in noplace more than. in ^P^-r 
minjler-hallj Thofe on this fide, whofe 
honour and intereft both require, that all 

people 
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ptoplt, who pay obedience, fliould be pro- 
tedted, feem to want a capacity to govern ; 
and the fimilitude of circumftances be- 
tween the — * and the regent render the 
latter a 6rm ally, contrary to the natural 
intereft of France. Thus we are fecure 
froih any foreig'n enemy^ 

I agree with you, that Snapes letter -f- is 
really but a letter, and that it is much too 
fliort and too flight for fuch a fubjed:. How- 
ever,^ his merit was great, in being the firft 
to give the alarm to his brethren, and fet- 
ting himfelf iii the front of the battle 
agaiilft his adverfaries. In thole refpedls, 
his letter has had its full efFedt. 

I defire you will be as quick as you can 
in the affiftance you intend Priori for thofe, 
who fubfcribed here, are impatient to have 
their books ; and we cannot keep it off 
much longer, without paffing for common 
cheats. Dr. Ar hut knotty and Mr. Charleton^ 
and I, rertiember you often. Lady Majham 
always afks forybu very affeftionately. By 

* « King fhould probably fill the blank.' . 

t * Tathe bifliop of Bangor ^ Dr. Hoadly^ occafioncd 
by his lordfliip's Termon preached before the king, on 
March 31, 1717, concerning the nature of the kingdom 
and church of Chrijl? , 

E 4 ' the 
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the way, I am perfedly reftorcd to grace 
there, and am invited to their houfe iii the 
country. As foon as lord Oxford's afFair is 
over, I intend to go amongft my friends 
in the country, not to return hither till 
about Michaelmas. But, if you'll diredl to 
me at my houfe in town, your letters will 
be conveyed to me, where-ever I am. Mr. 
Rochfort J feems to have a great many good 
qualities, and I am heartily glad he has met 
with fuccefs. Adieu. 

LETTER CLXXXVL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

§ I R, London, June the i8th, 1717. 

H AVING acquainted you in my letter 
of laft poft, that it was the univerfal opi- 
nion the commons would not proceed to 
the trial of my lord Oxford, I think myfelf 
obliged to tell you, that we begin now to 
be fomething doubtful ; for the managers, 

X The dean was intimate with a family of this name * 
in Irelandy and, among his works, is a poem, called, 
The Couniry Life^ written while he was fpending part of 
a fumraer at the houfe of George Rochfort, Efq; fon pf 
the lord chief baron of that name. 

who 



who arc twenty-feven in number, ftrenu- 
oufly give out, that they (hall be ready to 
proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if you 
have any thoughts of coming over, let not 
any thing, which I have faid in my laft, 
have any weight with you to aher that re- 
folution. I am wholly taken up with the 
men of the law, and therefore have nothing 
to fay to you at prefent upon any public 
matters. I fhall only juft trouble you with 
one word relating to a private affair* My 
brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham's 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. 
If you could find any young fellow, who 
would buy that commiffion, my brother 
thinks his patron, my lord Carlijle^ will 
eafily prevail with my lord duke of Bolton 
for leave to difpofe of it. I fhould be very 
glad you could find him a chapman. 

ERASMUS L E W rS, Efq; 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, London, July the 2d, 17 17* 

I HAVE the pleafure to inform you, that 
lord Oxford's impeachment was difcharged 
laft night, by the unanimous confent of all 
the lords prefent; and, as nearly as I could 

count. 
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count, their number was one hundred and 
fix, the duke of Marlborough, my lord C^z- 
dogan, lord Coningjby, and a few others of 
the moft violent, having withdrawn thcm- 
felves before the lords came xviXoWeJiminJter^ 
hall. The acclamations were as great as^ 
upon any occafion; and* our friend, who 
feems more formed for adverfity than pro-* 
fperity, has at prefent many more friends, 
than ever he had before, in any part of 
his life. I believe he will not have the 
fewer, from a meflage he received this 
morning from the K — by my lord 
chamberlain j to forbid him the court. You* 
know the profecution was atfirft the refent- 
ment of a party ; but it became at laft a ri- 
diculous bufinefs, weakly carried on by the' 
impotent rage of a woman ; I mean, of my* 
lady Marlborough, who is almoft diftradled>* 
that fhe could not obtain her revenge. 

I am now going out of town, with ah 
intention to roll about from place to place, 
till about Michaelmas next. Diredl to me 
hither as ufual, and your letter will be con- 
veyed to me wherever I am. ^ 

Dr. Arbuthnott^ Mr. CharUton, and Mr.- 
Currey,^ have dined with me to-day, and 

you 

4 
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you har€ not been forgot. I was in hopca^ 
we. fhould have feen yoa ere this. The 
dodtor fays, you wait for the a<ft of grace. 
If foy I hope to fee you by next winter. I 
am, (Sc. ' 

LETTER CLXXXVin. 
Mr. P R I OR to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR,. Weftminfter, July 30, 1717. 

I HA¥E the favour of foui^ letters from 
you, of the ninth, thirteenth, fifteenth, 
and twentieth inftant. They all came fafe 
to vn^r howewr varioufly directed. I findf 
myfebf equally comforted- by your philofo- 
phgr>, and J^IMed by your firiendfliip. Yoa 
will" 6afily iinagine, that I have an hundred 
^ngs to, fay to you,, which for as many 
r.eafon8 t omit,- and only touch upon that 
I bufinefs^. to which, in the pride of your 
hear.t, you give the epithet forry *. I re- 
turn you the names of thofe, who were 
kind enough to fubfcribe, that you may 
fee, if they are rightly fpelt, as likewife 
the right titles put to them, &c. I am 

* Subfcriptions for Mr. Pnor*s poems, procured by 
the dean. The fubfcription was two guineas. 

* ~ fenlible 
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fcnfible this has given you too much trou- 
ble, but it is too late now to make an 
^apology. Let Mr. Zi^£;/V, who is now with 
me, do it for me, at what time, and in 
what manner, he pleafes. I take it for 
granted, that whatever I writ, as whatever 
is writ to me, will be broke open ; fo 
you'll expedl nothing from me, but what 
you may have as particularly from the Pq^-^ 
Soy. We are all pretty well in health. I 
have my old whorefon cough, and I think I 
may call it mine for life; The earl -f- is 
Jemper idem. Lord Harley is in the country^ 
Our brotherhood extremely difperfed ; but 
fo as that we have been three or four times 
able to get as many of the fociety together^ 
and drink to our abfent friends. I have 
been made to believe, that we may fee yof i* 
reverend perfon this fummer in England 
if fo, I fhall be glad to meet you at any 
place ; but, when you come to London^ do 
not go to the Cocoa-'Treef (as you fent youi! 
letter) but come immediately to Duke-^Str^tf 
where you fhall find a bed, a book, and a 
candle: fo pray think of fojourning no 
where elfe. Pray give my fervice to all 

.t Of Oxford. ' - - 

friends 
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^ friends in general. I think, as you have * 
ordered the matter, you have made the 
greater part of Ireland lift themfelves under 
that number. I do not know how you can 
recompenfe them, but by coming over to 
help me to correct the book, which I pro- 
mife them. 

You will pardon my having ufed ano- 
ther hand, fince it is fo much better than 
my own ; and, believe me, ever with 
greateft truth, dear Sir, your's, 

M. P R I O R, 

* 

LETTER CLXXXIX. 

The Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 

Auguft 6, 17 1 7. 

TPwO years retreat has made me taftc 
the converfation of my deareft friend with a 
greater relifh, than ever at the time of my 
being charmed with it in our frequent jour- 
nies to Wind/or. Three 6f your letters have 
come fafe to my hands. Thefirft about two 
years lince: that my fon keeps as a. family 
monument. The other two arrived fince 
the firft of July. My heart is often with 
you, but I delayed writing in expectation 

of 
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of giving a perfect anfwef about my going 
to Brampton ; but the truth is, the warmth 
of rejoicing in thofe parts is fo far from 
abating, that I am perfuaded by my friends; 
to go into Cambridgejhirej where you are too 
juft not to believe you will be welcome be- 
fore any one in the world. The longing 
your friends have to fee you muft be fub* 
mitted to the judgment yourfelf makes of 
all circumftances. At prefent this feems to 
be a cooler climate, than your ifland is like 
to be, when they aflemble, Gfr. Our im- 
patience to fee you fhould not draw youinto 
uneafinefs. We long to embrace you, if • 
you find it may be of no inconvenience to 
yourfelf, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER CXC. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

Heathrop, in Oxfordlhire, Augull 24, I717. 

Y'o UR's, my good friend, of the iio^th, 
finds me in Oxfordjhire with the duke of 
Shrew/bury y which would fooner have been 
knowledged, had it ftayed in Londcm. Be- 
fore I left that pious city, I made dSue en- 
quiries 
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quiries into the methods and regularity of 
your correfpondence with the earl *. He 
has received your letters ; he will anfwer 
thpm, but not to-day, ^cut olim. Nothing 
can change him. I can get no pofitive an- 
fwer from him, rior can any man elfe ; fo 
trouble yourfelf no more on that head than 
he does. He is ftill in London, and pofli- 
bly has anfwered you ; while I am a little 
arraigning his negled:, but in all cafes libe^ 
ravi animam meam. 

I wifh you were in England, that you 
might a little look over the ftrange ftuff, 
. that I am to give our friends for their mo- 
ney* I fliall be angry, if you are near and 
not with me; but when I fee you, that 
weighty queftion may eafily be decided. In 
the mean time, I am taking your good 
eounfel, and will be in the country as much 
as I can. 

You have found two miftakes in the lift, 
but have not corrected them. I prefume 
ive fhall have it of the beft edition, when 
you fend the lift back again ; of which, I 
fay, no hafte is required, 

» Of Oxford. 
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Give my fervice and thanks to all friends; 
rcferve only to yourfelf the affurance of my 
being, beyond expreffion, my friend, your*s, 

M. PRIOR, 

LETTER CXCI. 
Mr- ADDISON to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, March 20, 1717-18- 

Multiplicity of buCnefs, and a 

long dangerous fit of ficknefs, prevented 
me from anfwering the obliging letter you 
honoured me with fome time fince : but, 
God be thanked, I cannot make ufe of 
cither of thefe excufes at prefent, being en- 
tirely free both of my office -f- and my 
afthma. I dare not however venture myfelf 
abroad yet, but have fent the contents of 
your laft to a friend of mine (for he is very 
much fo, tho' he is my fucceflbr J} who I 
hope will turn it to the advantage of thq 
gentleman whom you mention. I know 
you have fo much zeal and pleafure in doing 

+ ^ Of fecretary of ftate, which poft Mr. Jddifan 
reCgned on the fourteenth of March^ 1717-18, and 
had a pcnfion granted him of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year.' 

X ' Jcfmes Craggs^ Efqj' 

kind 
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cdjT, I fcxrr bcra TsnriBi^T to xaVrr fb 
zz^t^lz a fetter, i5 r*^r 1 rrcrrrK! frcm 
Tce, -w::^ c Tjerirt^:^ in fbmorfrj bet I 
tt^i hiTT ccntiz-cd clezt, I de- 
ferred -atrlti!:^, till I cculi hrre m^ic a 

trjethsr in Izrcric: Wbcrrrer jca f« 
'Ejigis^.i. vmr ccrrr^v will be the rr:oA 
accertirle in t!:e wcrid at 'EulsLi-hrx^^ 

A 

where von sre hiz^ilv et*rerned bv fedr 
Wcr^j:i:i^ ajid the ycung lord, tboGgh ?ry 
none any where more than br. Sir, year 
melt faithnil ard mcft obedient facmMc 
fervaqt, J. ADDISON. 

LETTER CXCn. 
Lcrd H A R L E Y to Dr. SWIFT. 

April ii» lyiS. 

H writes to the dean, that lie 

fccpcs to lee him aL/f fiw^> this year: thmt 
lord Oxf^d was well, and talked <rf* g^Hiig 
into KcrrTrdffiiri. He adds, your mlcr is 
obliged to go to Batb^ prelents her hiunhle 
fervice, and dejSres you to accept of a litdc 
ctuv. I beg you will not deny me the fit- 
vour to take the liiuff-box, which comes 
alcng with it, to iupply the place of that, 

which 
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idemy and has as much bufincfs to do now, 
as when he was governing England, or im-' 
peached for treafon. He is ftill in town, 
but going in a week or ten days into Here-- 
fordjhire. Lord and lady Harley are at the 
Bath J and as foon as I fhall have fettled my 
affairs of the printing-prefs, (fad bufincfs ! 
as you very well call it) I fhall go into the 
country to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. 
My courage better. I drink very often to 
your health, witli fome of our friends here ; 
and am always, with the greatefl truth and 
afFedlion, dear Sir, your obliged and mofl 
obedient fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 

LETTER CXCIV. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T. 
DEAR SIR, May 29, 1718. 

I HAVE received your*s of the fixth, 
with the lift corredted. I have two colon 
and comma men. We corredl anddefign 
to publifh, as .fafl as the nature of this great 
or forry work, as you call it, will bear ; 
but we fhall not be out before Cbnjlmas, fo 

tKat 
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that our friends abroad may compleat their 
coUcftion till Michaelmas, and bei returned 
foon enough to have their names printed 
and their books got ready for them. 

I am going to-morrow morning to the 
Bath, to meet lord Harley there. I fhall be 
back in a month. The earl of Oxford is ftill 
here. He will go into Hereford/hire fomc 
time in June. He fays he will write to you 
himfelf. Am I particular enough ? Is this 
profe ? And do I diftinguifli tenfes ? I have 
nothing more to tell you, but that you are 
the happieft man in the world ; and, if you 
are once got into la bagatelle, you may de- 
fpife the world. Befides contriving em- 
blems, fuch as Cupids, torches, and hearts 
for great letters, I am now unbinding two 
volumes of printed heads, to have them 
bound together in better order than they 
were before. Don't you envy me ? For the 
reft, matters continue Jicut olim. I will not 
tell you how much I want you, and I can- 
not tell you how well 1 love you. Write 
to me, my dear dean, and give my fervice 
to all our friends. Your's, ever, 

^ M. P R I O R, 
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LETTER CXCV. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T, 

MY DE.VR DEAN, London, Sept. 25, 1718. 

I HAVE now made an end of what yoo, 
in ycur haughty manner, call wretched 
work. My book is quite printed off; and 
if you ore as much upon the bagatdU^ as you 
pretend to be, you will find more pleafure 
in it than you imagine. We are going to 
print the fubfcribers names : if, therefore, 
you have any by you, which are not yet 
remitted, pray fend them over by the next 
poft. If you have not, pray lend me word 
of that too ; that, in all cafes, I may at 

leaft hear from you. E-^ of O has 

been in town all this fummcr, is now go- 
ing into Herejordjkhrey and fays he fhall fee 
you very foon in England. I would tell you 
with what pleafure this would be, if I 
knew upon what certainty the hopes of it 
were founded. Write me word of this too; 
for upon it I would order my matters fo, that 
I may be as much with you as I can ; and 
this you will find no little favour; for I 
afliire you we are all fo changed, that there 
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fince troubled my lady JJhe with a k^r to 
tlie fame effedl, which I hope has not mif- 
carried. However, upon my return to 
London y I will farther enquire into that mat-? » 
ter, and fee, if there is any room left for 
me to negociate as you propofe. 

I live ftill in hopes of feeing you in Efzg*- ' 
landy zndi if you would take my-houfe at 
Btton in your way, (which lies upon the 
road within a mile of Rugby) I would ftrain. 
hard to meet you there, provided you 
would make me happy in your company 
for fome days. The greateft pleafure I have 
met with for fome months, is in the cop^ 
verfation of my old friend Dr. Smalridge^ 
who, fince the death of the excellent man 
you mention, is to me the moft candid and^ 
agreeable of all bifhops ; I would fay cler^ 
gymen, were not deans comprehended under 
that title. We have often talked of you ; and 
when I afTure you he has an exquifite tafte 
of writing, I need not tell you how he talks 
on fuch a fubjedl. I look upon it as my 
good fortune, that I can exprefs my efteem 
of you, even to.thofc^ who are not of the 
bifhop's party, without giving offence. 
When a man has fo much compafs in his 

charadterj, 
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character, fie affords - his friends * topics 
enough to enlarge upon, that all fides adnrire. 
I am fure a zealous friendly behaviour, di- 
flinguiflies you as much as your many more 
fhining talents; and as I have received par- 
ticular inftances of it, you muft have a very 
bad opinion of me, if you do not think I 
heartily love and refpedt you ; and that J 
am ever, dear Sir, your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 

J. ADDISON. 

LETTER CXCVII. , 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Oftober 14, 171I 

This ferves for an envelope to the in- 
clofed ; for I cannot tell whether you earc 
to hear from any of your friends on this 
fide. In your laft, I think, you defircd me 
to let you alone to enjoy your own fpleen. 
Can you purchafe your fifty pounds a year 
in Wales f Yet I can tell you, beforehand, 
Lewis fcorns to live with you there. He 
Jceeps company with the greateft, and is 
principal governor in many families. I have 
beeh m France 5 fix weeks at Paris, and as 

much 




that had the impudence to talk for the laws 
and liberties of their cpuntry, I was alked 
for Monfieur Swift by many people, I can 
aflure you ; and particularly by the dul^j? 

I was refpedfuUy and kindly 
treated by many folks, and even by the 
great Mr, Lfiws *. Apfiongft other things, 
I had the honour to carry an Ir{/h lady -f- tQ 

* The contriver of the Mifliffipi fcheme. 
t The cekbrated beauty Mift Nelly Bennetj on whom 
thefe lines were written • 

For when as Nelly came to France^ 
(Invited by her coufins) 



Kill'd Frenchmen by whole dozens* 

The king, as he at dinner fat. 

Did beckon to his huflar. 
And bid hin^ bring his tabby cat. 

For charming NeU to bufs her. 

The ladies were with rage provoked. 

To fee her fo refpefted : 
The men look'd arch, as Nelly ftrok'd. 

And pufs her tail erected. 

But not a man did look employ. 

Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then faid the duke de Villeroi^ ' 

Ah ? qu'elU eft hien jolie ? ^ 
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court, that was admired beyond all the 
ladies in France for her beauty. She had 
great honours done her. The hufTar him- 
jfelf was ordered to bring her the king's cat 
^ kifs. Her name is Bennet. Amongft 
other folks I faw your old friend lord J?^ 
Ungbroke^ who aiked for you. He looks 
J[iift as he did. Your friends here are ia 
good health ; not changed in their fenti- 
ments towards you. I left my two girls 
^n France with their uncle, which was my 
chief bufinefs. I don't know, that I have 
any friends on your fide, befides Mr. Fard^ 
\o whom give my fervice, and to Dr. P^r- 
nell and Mr. yervoife. 

If it be poflible for you, obey the con- 
tents of the inclofed ; which, I fuppofe, is 
$1 kind invitation. The dragon is juft as he 
was, only all his old habits ten times 
ftronger upon him than ever. Let me beg 
pf you ^ not to forget me, for I can never 
ceafe to love and efteem you, being ever 
your moft affedionate and obliged, humble 
fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

The courtiers all, with one accord. 

Broke out in Netty^s praifes ; 
Admir'd her rofe, and lis fans farde^ 

Which are your terms Franfoifes. 

L E T- 
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LETTER CXCVIII. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWlPT. 

DEAR BROTHER, London, Dec. ii, lyjS. 

Fo R fo I had called you before, were it 
not for a certain reverence I pay to deans, 
I find you wifli both me and yourfelf to live 
to be old and rich. The fecond goes in 
courfe along with the firft ; but you cannot 
give feven (that is the tythe of feventy) good 
reafons for either. Glad at my heart ihould 
I be, if Dr. He/Jham or I could do you any 
good. My fcrvice to Dr. Heljham: he does 
not want my advice in the cafe. I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend, 
in that complaint of a vertigo, by cinna- 
bar of antimony and caftor, made up into 
bolus's with confedl. of alkermes. I had 
no great opinion of the cinnabar; but, try- 
ing it amongft other things, my friend 
found good of this prefcription. I had tried 
the caftor alone before, not with fo much 
fuccefs. Small quantities of tinSlura facra^ 
now and then, will do you good. There 
are twenty lords, I believe, would fend you 
horfes, if they knew how. One or two 

have 
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have oflFcrcd to mc, whc, I t^lacre, Trccii 
be as good as their words. Mr. Rvue, the 
poet laureate is dead, and hs» left a ifen — cai 
jade of a Pegajiu. ITi anfwcr fcr it, be 
won't do as your mare dki, faxTirx :=cre 
need of Lmcoms prefect, than Sir Rjcs^ri 
Blackwnre. I would ikio hare r^t a 
patent for life for the place, with a prver 
of patting in Dzaftj his dep'^tr. Tbe rrr- 
gon is come to town, and wis czxedzz ^zcx 
the detail of the rcaibns of iTire, thir krpe 
him from appearing at the begirrHr, ^-r. 
when I did beUeve, at the ume rrr:*, ft 
was only a law of nature, to which the 
l^on is moil fabjed, Remcture btiitm, is »s 
5(? /rj/f deturbeter ab extrinfics, Lxrd Bsri^ 
and lady Harlrt gire you tficir ftnice, i>r£: 
is in the country with icrd Bstbxrz^ izd 
has wrote me a m(A dreadful licrr cf a r^^j 
dog, that bit their hnntfman; £3cc whfcri 
accident, I am told, he has Ihsrterjed hit 
ftirrups three bores ; they were net l^c^ 
before. Lcrd Oxford prefectsi V^rr 7r::h 
two horfes. He has fcid oae, ir^ iVnr 
other to grafs, avtc hemuvsf c^ J^^C^. I co 
not belieye the ftorycf lord i 
marriage, for I hare been cczfzlt^ ibcirrt 
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the lady ; and, by fome defeats in bef ct)n»- 
ftitution, I (hould not think her appetite^ 
lay much towards matrimony* There ia^ 
fome talk about reverfmg his dtlainderipiV 
but I wifh he may not be difappointed. EIT 
am for all precedents of that kind. They £xjr 
the pretender is like to have his chief mini>' 
fter impeached. He has his wife .prifonfef* 
The footmen of the houfe of commons 
choofe their fpeaker, and impeach^ &Ck 1 
think it were proper, that all motaarchd 
fhould ferve their apprenticefhips as preten- 
ders, that we might difcover their defefts* 
Did you ever exped: to live to fee the duk« 
of Ormond fighting againft the Proteftant 
fucceflion, and the duke of Berwick fight* 
ing for it? France ^ in confederacy with 
^nglandy to reduce the exorbitant powef 
of Spain ? I really think there is no fuch 
good reafon for living till feventy, as curio* 
fity. You fay you are ready to refent it as 
an affront, to fay, that a lady, hardly known 
6t obferved for her beauty in Ireland^ is a 
curxofity in France. All deans naturally fall 
» into paralogifms. My wife gives you her 
kind love and fervice, and, which is the 
firft thing, that occurs to all wives, wiflies 
you well married. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXCIX. 
i^ord IbOLINGBROKE; to Dr. SWIFT. 

Mirch the 17th, 1719, [N. S.] 

1 tl AVE not thefe feveral years tafted fo 
lenfible a pleafure, as your letters of the 
1 6th of "January and i6th of February gave 
ihe J and I know enough of the tendcrnefs 
of your heart, to be aflured, that the letter 
\ am writing will produce much the fame 
effed on you. I feel my own pleafure, and 
T feelyour's. The trueft refledlion, and, at 
ijae fame time, the bittereft fatyr, which 
can be made on the prefent age, is this ; 

. tliat, to think as you think, will make a 
man pafs for romantic. Sincerity, con- 
ilancy, tendernefs, are rarely to be found. 
They are fo much out of ufe, that the man 
pf mode iniagines them to be out of na- 
ture. We meet with few friends ; the 
greateft part of thofe, who pafs fpr fuch, 
are, properly fpeaking, nothing more than 
acquaintance ; and no wonder, finceT«/^'s 
piaxim is certainly true, that friendfhip can 
fubfift non nifi inter bonos^ at that age of 

' life, when there is balm in the blood, and 

that 
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that confidence in the mind, which the 
innoccncjr of our own heart infpires^ and 
the experience of other men's dcftroys. f 
was apt to confound tny acquaintance and 
my friends together. I never doubted but 
that I had a numerous cohort of tlie latter^ 
I expedted, if evef 1 fell into miafortunej 
to have as many, and as remarkable inftaricfe* 
of fpiendfliip to produce, as the Scytbian^ 
in on6 of Luciaris Dialogues, draws fronl 
his nation. Into thefe misfortunes I have 
fallen. Thus far my propitious ftafS havti 
net difappointed my expedlatibns. TFh* felt 
" have almoft entirely failed me. The fife<>f 
my adverfity has purged the mafe of" - m^ 
acquaintance % and, the fep^ratidn toade, I 
difcover, on one fide, an handful of friends j 
but, on the other, a legioh of enemies;* at 
kaft of ftrangers. Happily this fiery trial 
has had an efFeft on me, which makes me 
fome amends. I have found lefs refource ih 
other people, and more in myfelfj thanl 
cxpeded. I make good, at this hour, the 
motto which I took nine years ago, when 
I was weak enough to lift again under tho 
condudt of a man of whom nature meant 

♦ * Robert, earl of Oxfitrd: 

to 
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tO' tiiake^ » ipff or^ at imftf a?captikk4f 
tsundtB I ifliA wlKMm fotftmiev » oie df httf 

i^yiijt^ wtiii6n*ho\xtft wilth very tofenfiibf'. 
bedth^ §re»< ti»d(j[iiQlfty of. mmdi Ybv 
wiH» i anr fizttei^ hear dtis whJv firtisfai^omr 

iiafA)5»w drcle dnon ever; faroi^ Bthink;^ al 
» hi gtr. Whesu f look, bock qn wliatf U( 
pa^ I obftrVe a* mtltkucb^ cf mots, bal 
mix criousv i harvv bec» £urfhsai fottowing 
the fdvxcd whkb C^iitar gwe m O^^td } Id 
wtt&ir ^ fiatuefe fttfd tvtmr Jut: andy I 
ihibk^ maf £iy^ to fiiyfclf^ wbar PUdfittt 

in one o£ his tetter^ ta the fame 
eeraz SiaisfsiSlimeJi jam aUj "Odojiciig W 
famHmritsti: fotisfaSim ettam partHmy it d 
reipuSUcm^ qtum tn probabas. ReHquum 
wbi nunc ep rej^nblica\ ibi Jimnt ptim^ fiutnt^ 
iu» tUam Deter m fequamurrJfJ^us intmM. 
What my memory has furniflied on this 
head, (for I have neither books vl^v papers 
here eoneei^ning home affaira) is writ with 
great truth, and with as much^ cleiirnefs as 
I could give it. If ever we- meet, yew will, 
perhaps, not think two or three hours ah- 
Vox. II. G folutely 
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folutely thrown away in reading it.^ One 
thing I will Ycnture to aflure you of before^ ' 
hand, which is, that you will think 1^ never* 
deferved more to be commendedt than 
whilft I was the mofl; blamed;, and thiM 
you will pronounce the higheft part of my 
character to be that, which has beeu dif> 
guifed by the nature of things, miireprcf 
fented by the malice of men, and which i^ 
Hill behind a cloud. In what is paft, there^ 
fore, I find no great fource of &neafine&^ 
As to the prcfenti my fortune is eittremely 
reduced ; but my defires are ftilL more fo* 
Nothing is more certain than this truth, 
that all our wants, beyond thofe, lyhich a 
very moderate income will fupply, are 
purely imaginary ; and that his happinc6 
is greater, and better afTured, who brings 
his mind up to a temper of not feeling 
them, than his, who feels them, and had 
wherewithal to fupply them. Hor.epiji. u 
Hi. I. 

■ ! ■ VideSf qua maxima credis^ 
EJfe mala, exiguum cenfum, turpemqi rt^ 
pulfam, f 
^^nto devites, &c. 

. • . . f) 

Which 
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Wkich I ptfaphrafed thus, not long ago^ 
initi^.|>oft-<haire } * 

Biirvey tiiankind, obferee what rifques th^ 

nin/ . ' * 
Whatfistof/d ills, thro' real dangers, (hun'} 
Thofc fanfy'd ills, fo dreadful to the great, 
A lofl tledtldn, or impaired eftate. 
Obierre the. merchant, who, intent on gain^ 
Affircfnts the terrors of the Indian main ; 
Tho' 'ftorms arile, and broken rocks appear^ 
He flies from poverty, and knows no other 

- *fear. • 
Viuh men, who might arrive, with toil far 
' lefs, 

Bf finoother paths, at greater happinefs. 
For 'tis fuperior blifs, not to defire V 
That trifling good, which fondly your- 

admire, j 
^oflfefs precarious, and too dear acquire, J. 
What hackney gladiator can you find. 
By whom the Olympic crown would be 

declin'd ? 

Who, rather than that glorious palm to feize. 
With fafcty combat, and prevail with eafe. 
Would chufe on fome inglorious llage to 
tread. 

And, fighting, ftroU from wake to wake 
for bread? 

G a As 



As to v«bat » to luippe*» tun ddtvneii^ 
Otts aboBt it : on whicb Aibje^ I hacm 
pgtiity fiitt i^uotationft at tlui end. tf 
pcii; but, I think, it is better Ift own 
fiwiJdy to you, that^ ujpon a* prfttdlpie 
(fdbkh I have bog eftaubUiheci^ ito i«r ain 
a great deal moie mechanicaji than our- vst* 
miy vniiA gi^c^ I iMveif^ 

iniliaii»d the wwil proTpedrs. tx% my 
aacbtfiat, by ftacicrg want, A>}i«ucte, nfgte6l^ 
aod. the: q£ that tiiain in^ the face, I'^ave 
difarmed them €(f their terrors* 1 have 
heaiid: o£ ftmebody, who,. whiUl he^waft^in 
the 5W(fr, ufed, every morning, to lay down 
on.tlut bloeb, and* & ad. over his^ laA fbenc^ 

Nothing didhirbs me, but the uncertaiirty 
of my fitoationt which- die zeatof a»few 
fijiends, and the inveteracy of a great Many 
enemies, entmaur. The* more prtfptredl^ 
I am to pa& the remaindlET of ley'life ia 
cadle^ the more f^nfibly ihall I feci ^ p?eiL^ 
fure of returning to you, if his majefty'6 
ttfteonditional fivour, (the'o^Rsr^ ^ wtlfcfa 
pvefented even> my wiihes^) proves at Kiflf 
f^k&usl. l eanijiDt apply to myielf; as^^tiu 
bid me do ; Non tibifaroum^ ingehntm^ 
m» incuhum ejl^ and what follows ; ffid; 



If iBVtr«p» ITtte 4ft 'the ikm -fwaotty tAge- 

u . I ]mv4! wit yoii» ledkne I vm awace of 
^ Icoig filter.. Tbe ^kaiiif e <^ Imetlw^ 
^ AoBg 4fc fikwpe 4a«fi^pont6 sac ; joor 
4ii»4oa»{it is A ^ttdK3«a^«xcxi&. It is not 4b 
. cafy to rfiad o»e loar talking ciojpisi aboot 
-xnyic^i but I ihall waat aoae witb you 

Hpisia this £oxe.. Adieu. 

, This letter will ^t &fe 4o Lomb»} itnii 
,<4jriQfn./,theace^ Ihope> th« frie«id> to -ctrhmn I 
3 :f c;conunend i^ wiU find tiuseats of cooiveyi- 

log jtto you. For God's fake, no more 

j^pologies fy: your qvot^tions, unlefs ypu 
, Qxean, hy aocufing yourfelf^ to corredt me.. 

.There never was abetter application than 
• ypjur'iS, of the Aoiy of Pisr^bok. The 
ijftorks will o£v^r poqie, a«3i4 th^f fouft he 

porters all their Uves^ The^ ^e fooKii^ifig 
. M^rfe f for I hj^ rather hie porter than 
^ a tool: I wpi^ld fix>ner|e94out oa^ha^ (o 
, hire^ than my oante. They ar« at this 

tinae the iDftriwneots of a iaucy gartdeaor, 
. ,who has Jgot a^old crofs op h^ Aftmaph* 

. j|ft4 a fed cap oa hi;^he^ 



G3 
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ih'teifM-bf 6hfeof Sr/i»i&i^if jpi«dfl6s mCb^'^[ 
grirbe^t pky oi iJove for 'ip^heHi-a €6\^ 
ifiet is teprcfentfcd with his heart whdrc his ' 
Htead fhoiild be, and fio head iett all, is the 
condudorof this doughty cnterprize; tirliich 
will end in making their caufe a little more 
defperate than it is. Again, adietiv 

Let me hear from you by the fame* con-^ 
veyance, that brings you this, ram fti^ 
piuh about your health. From the 6th of 
January to the 1 6th of 'February \i £\o)^^ 
courfc of illnefs. ' ^ " ' 

L E T T E R CC. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT,. 
DEAR SIRi Wcftmihftcr, M»y 5, f^yig:] ■ 

Since l loVe you with all the ties of 
iridinaf ion and friendfhip, arid wifh you'all 
the happinefs of life, health efpeaallj^i 
the chiefeft, jrou will 'jJafdon nie beiiig a 
little peeyifh, when I received your'^s 6:^tft^ 
twenty-^eighth paft, which told me I iJfuft 
not expedt to fe^ j^pu hf re, and jpbLat^^ 
were not perfedHy well at X\^i^ 
there is a little J^leeh mixed wifli' ydtir 

diflemper; 
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4ifl»inpei;$ in which caie yxaar Jiocic Qiay 
h& your phjtfidan, and your phjrficiut may 
have die happinefs of being your com* 
panioni .an honour, which many her» 
would envy him. As to the Jang /raid of 
6fty9 who has it not, that is worth converf- 
iog with> except Harigr znd Batburfi ? at 
leafty make no more that fort of complaint 
to me. Iftbac cmmmoratio eft quafi expro^ 
Jbatioi for fifty (as Mr. iMke obferves) is 
^ual to fifty ; and a cough is worfe than 
the. ipleen* My bookfeller is a blockhead ; 
' fi) have they all been, or worfe, from Chau^ 
cer^s fcrivencr down to Join and Jaco^, 
Mr. Hfde only excepted, to whom my books 
in quires are configned, and the greateft 
care taken, that they are rightly put up. 
Several of the fubfcribers to you requiring 
iheir books here, have had them. I need 
not repeat my thanks to you, for the trou** 
ble this matter has given you ; or intreat 
your favour for Alma and Solomon. I fhall 
perform your conimands to the earl of Ox-» 
Jgrd, fmper idem ; and drink your Ijcalth 
•with our friends, which is all I can do for 
[ypxi at this diftance, till your particular or- 
^r enjoins me any thing, by which I may 
G 4 fhew 



^Mwr foiit 1 4111^ j«Di4cfirt dqntj^^ 



L 3B T T R ^ f^h - 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. 3^ IFI^ 



XXhVllilC fpent part of my futiuma: 
V€ry agreeably in Omiridg^ire wid^ dear 
lord Harkyiy I 9m returned mttiioxit him io 
^y own palace in Duke^Jintt^ wfaience 1I 
^ndeavo^r to exclude all th^ tn^^ilt ttR4 
iioiie of the neighbouring Court cdF Rt^r 
^uefts^ and to liye aut nihil agenda mt i^md 
figendo^ till be comes to town. But thcj^e 
tworfe tlian this yet. I have XitftJtd A^i^J^ 
Harriot * at Cambridge. Good Gp^ I ' Ai)r 
ioMT. of a college treat ! and fpolge lfA^i^% it^! 
In^ in a gown and cap ! What 1 

- ■■' . ' 

P ' l^ady Harriot Harly^ only daughter of E4tum^ 
lord Sarleyy and now duchds dowager of Portland* 
t * Tbcy ace printed m ivtot i* cidbd by tJi* prfkar, 





nipotentiary 



up il^e r^it of ifae oom m iMtt, ffMktng 
4«riQsi ik'^A fimi «nd an net 
fiuuqed to ^4 thofe y edfai io mi^ 
1^ caft jMilQe inwii Andmovkt 
llic JI& yoiu How ypu do? Bad what ya« 
(jb? Host jroiir /r^ ciuBljfakagim Willi 
jrWf sod idim jcm intend tD take 
jjaaniitrj^f in dw fpriog I wiil meet jtm 
where you will, and go witli 70s what 
j(io« win ; but I believe the beft rendezvous 
will hcDuke-Jhset. aadtiK fiwcA fiddfor 
fStdion Wimple the lords of both thoTe feats 
• a^ee^g, that no man will be more wel- 
.pi>me to cipther than yoiirfclf* 
< It is many months fince the complaints 
4^ my ibbferibers are redfelicd^ and that 
they have cealed to call ^ bookfeUer a 
blorj^head^ by trapsferring that tiUe to the 
author. We have pot heard from Vir. 
Hyde^ but expeft^ jthat at his leifure he will 
^gnify to Ttohfon what n^ay relate to that 
wh<de matter, a« to the (ppond fubfcriptions. 
1^ 4^ 4°^^^ \ ^op^ 4^ books have 

t Tbe fcait itf lord Ab-i^. 
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gocd and c4>edieat tp tjne powers abovq^ 
ihat whethcx there were resibp «r «at;^ ^ir 
ji6 princie Bufier fyid^ crinie lor oo <:riin«f 
^Ihe man cojidei]xne4» and a price ^et 
Hipon his iiead. 

. I want jxuich to liear what you think 4)f 
4}nua Britain; for all your rcbaions hom 
wont much to fee you* wheii^ are ilnu)^ 
ichanges eveiy day. You xemembeTt and 6> 
4q |[> when the South-Jea wa^ to he 
my ]or4 Oxford^ hral^ ^d muA ^ jftarved 
^tiMirfe^ Now the Jkuig has adopted; 
;»nd cgjyU ^jC hisp heloved child; tho'^ p«^ 
liapS; yon xhay if he ioves It iw beftir 
4than his foa^ it may n<M^be iayiog SMicll: 
* but he loves it as well as he does ^e du^ 
dhiefs cmF iC^.^^if'^ aiid> i|!>dt is iayhlg a 
good deal. I wifli i$ may thd^e^ fdtmafly 
- of my frieads deep i|i i|t: I wi(h ydu 
: were fo too. I believe^ by ihis time* ydu 
«re ¥eiy ibtry I have met «|i ic^^ptarte^ 
nity of troubling you with this £::ra#l$ hfti 
|he:ftipng2n^ bear wi$h <hein^rroi|ijari>f 

Stbttftinlerg In Girmafi^. She i^ tireiamr dadteTf 



jou wS pandm fflr iirsiertiTtricris tr ^awr 
poor fiftcf , wheat niiii mp^ i»r mfL - i^k 
tfiooght turaef w:d: nsr ixsr ^fmi- 

long £i ibt IrT^r- i^Kif: aiai^kii vmc ▼tr-; 

Ivl. C jr: > 1 

Mr. P R : C J. tr 3- I ^ ] f T 

From =x g^'iiC r:-«'X iiit lisa J ii^v* 
two Imrrh arirrt 12: \ i^r feat ^ viL 
aoc ir, sstz 1 ii:3i£, ^-ui? na?^ kr:g^r^, Uur 
caii cat ia: lesiriFraii::-! . ir, iis i:t:^!r vs^uzi:^ 
hxn it, 2r s:. kiJjk^ T ^ luiL Bft n irm. 
tit dfflX- Toczai. latii ^:i:rJ;^ v ra* ; 

& licsar rj^y-ia ir^-ii^i Icv-n. yutfr. ^-^vu 
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gan in En^nd^ our writen vM^jhw^ai^ 
ther hint» upon whicK tfaey niay d^^HJn^^ 
years longer.- . ... •. .-^ ;. . : 

Ace you Frmcbmart enough to knom 
how. zXiafcon fufttins his family for a 

DifnattcBe^ une EJilanche i ' " - ^ V 
LunH, fraiie et Sdlade y - ' ' ^ 
Mafdu j^atme Id Grillade ; * 
Mecredi, Hacbee^ 
Jetidif hon p6ur ta CapSlotade i 
■ Vendredu Pcnnt deGfasi ' * 
Samtdu Sljfon me cajfe les os^ et les cMms fi 
Crevermt des reftes de mon MMt<m* 1 

We can provide fuch fort pf cobkei^^ 
if you will but fend' us the efclancbes hxxj 
rathef bring it with yoii, for iV will c^r 
much better, when you are in the comjpanyi/ 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth *in 
Herefordjhire^ far From lis,* literally, tno^ 
not geographically^ as If he had been with 
you in Ireland. He has writ'no more to.qsl? 
than if we were ftill mihifters of ^atc./But^ 
in the balance of account, /^r"^^^^^ 
have lord HaHey at ; and hayVeltii 

lived with him at i^/^^ liim^ 
here, ever fince his father Teft^ i^^^^^ 
no rcafon/why yoli^fkoiad' hb't cifpc^'liisf 

picture. 
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jj^durcy but tliat he promiied it to' you f<% 
often« I vm>td^ to him fix . months fince^ 
and, inftead of acknowlegding my letter^ 
he took a more- compendk>us way of iend* 
ing agentleipan to lady Harriot^ in Lhver^ 
fireet ; and bid him cdl at Weftnunjier^ to 
know if I had any thing to fay to his lord, 
^e was here to^-day, when he was fure thc^ 
icaiFold was ready> and the axe whetted; 
and is in Hereford/hire, when the confent of 
all mankind either juftifies his miniftry, or 
follows the plan of it. The Sduth-fea com- 
pany liave railed their ftock to three hun^ 
' dred and fifty, and he has not flx-peno^ 
in it. Thou art a ftranger in IJrael, my 
||ood friend ; and leemeft to know no more 
of this lord, than thou didft of the Conde 
, when firft I conftrued him to 
thee at the coffoe-houfe, 

I labour under the diftemper you com- 
plain of, deafnefs, efpecially upon the leaft 
cold* I did not take care of my ears, till" 
J knew if my head was my own or not ; 
but am now fyringing, and I hope to profit 
by it. My couiin is here, and well, and I 
(be him fometimes ; but I find he has ha(^ 
a caution, which depended upon his ex« 

pcfting 



iii.a.ttia% wiboi like Jbia^: blrt^ft .gl^i^ 
iful^^ I have gi^ea y<H)« CMn^&n0kt$Lt» 
my ^W4>^ fiwowiteib We^ aevtif jiDiii' 

I kav6 fewt M«. Butkra iisd^ ibrted Iniri* 
to^tbe utmpft of my powet Tvilh)iifty mmJ 
potMtUreSm Thwgh/ lie Kad argpCxH caQft^ 
and a fboag recommendiktion»c lie thifted 
whdlji tov |;^}tk«r of tkeniy .but «<lde4 idM 
greateit diiigence in his; fblifeitatiobik. 
. Auditt^r JEh0/ef thmk^ ]s6ti» foe itflM«i« 
h^iaghim arid hif fiftgiAg^Hfaii^v iW^to 
tba a&u^ of iUbfcriftiBna, d^r aUi ywili 
kiiureyr aad i& the flMBner yom^ JJHig^ iMfl 
proper; fuid fo I bid yott beart^jr iafctmk 
afluring yoti^ that I Mbt iBoft^ trul^ you^f s^i . 

•Mi..?- 

Friend Ford falutes you*, Adiei^. , ; 

BichardfoH^ whoita I take tQ be A. better 
paiatertb^^ any immed in your letter^ Juts 
aade^ aa excellent picture of me-; ftitm 
whence lord Harl^ (whdfe it is^ bet a 
Aamp taken byt Vertue. He hftS'gim AM 
fi)me^of them for you to give to Ofir fri^ndl 

• Probably a pcrfon' recommended to the deaiA iSl- 
tJrcdral. - ^ . • • 

St 
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at or about DubHn. I will fend them hf 
Tmfm'i canal to Ityde at DubKn, in fuch a 

* manner, at that, I hope, they may come fafe 
to you. 

LETTER GCIV. 

jSir THOMAS HANMER 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

- &f R, Mild^nhalU near Newmarket, in Suffolk, 
. October 22, 1720. 

-I RECEIVED the favour of a letter 
vfrom you about ten days fince, at which 
'fime thcf duke pi Grqfton^yf^^ at London ; 
" hut a$ he was foon expe£ted in the country, 
viand is -now actually returned, I thought it 
beft, riathe^ than write, to wait for an op- 
'portunity of fpeaking to him ; and yefter- 
day I went over to his houfe, on purpofe 
^tb obey your commands. I found he was 
vfiot a ftranger to the fubjedt of my errand; 
^ for he had all the particulars of the ftory 

* very perfeft, and told me, my lord Arran 

* had fpoke to him concerning it I added 

t * Charles^ whofe mothtv IfabcUay daughter of Henry 
Semuty earl of Arlington^ married t» her fecond hus- 
band Sir Thomas Hanmer* 

, ♦ The profecution of Waters. See the following let- 
tar from Sir Confiantine Phipps. 

Vol. II. H my 



IPQ|S to prpmife, Jv^ ^o)4j4 

|K>ft write to the chic^ juftice ; howf Cfigllir 
5itly or how precifely l cancuE)t lay, {^ccauff 
fxijep in high pofts are^ afraid o^^ b^g, poli- 
j^Ycia thcijr anfwers; but I bjc>peik^l ,^ 
in fucjh a maniier as will be efiedu^y ^ 
J . If tbe thing is done^ it will be beft^ that 
4^ means ibould be a fecret by wl^ph it i$ 
brought about and for this reaipn yjo^ 
ivillexcufeme, if I avoid putting my name 
to the outiide of my letter, left it {bppj^ 
itxcite the curiofity of the PoJl^OJ^e. If thif. 
A^air ends to your fatisfa^tion, I am,g}ad;it 
has. proved to me a caufe of hearing frpip 
you, and an occaiion of afiuring you, diat 
I am, Sir> your veiry humble fervaot^ 

THO. HANMER; 

LETTER CC\r. 

Sir CONSTANT IN E PHIPPS 
to Dr., SWIFT- - \ 

SIR, Oraiond-Street, January 14, lyao-^ai. 

Having been a little indiipofed^ I 
went at CArifims into the country, i^rhich 

prevented 



ia^ f»foijttb^ydAr As to 
ti^ l it^ Moitmd^ of it; and the fsiH 
ttWtt r fpokc to Mr.' attomcy-gcncrd :f 
AbouC it; but he told me, he could hot grant 
a'Wfit tof ' erfor in a criminal cafe, without 
dh-eiSibh' from the king : fo that Waters is 
not like to have much relief from hence» 
and therefore I am glad you have fome 
hopeis it will drop in Ireland. I think the 
icfticf jdftice ♦ fhould have that regard to his 
dwii reputation, to let it go off fo ; for I 
Wieve the oldeft man alive, or any law- 
book, cannot give any inftance of fuch a 
proceeding. I was informed who was aimed 
4t by the profecution, which made me very 

t Dr. Swift*^ printer : he was profecutcd for print- 



s The dean, in his letter to Pope^ A2XtA January lo, 1721, 
fa^s, that the jut^) which tried him, had been culled 
with the utmoft induftry 5 but that, notwithftanding, 
they brought him in not guilty. That Whiifiieds tte 

{"udge, fent them out nine times, and kept them eleven 
lours ; till, being tired out, they were forced to leave 
the matter to the mercy of the judge by a fpecial v€r- 
dia. The duke of Gtafton^ lord licutciiiant, foon after, 
upon mature advice, and permilSon from England^ 
j^nutfeed a noli proftqui. 
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xcfticto itt hi whidf, I flidl bti'k 
]duBg, nvliercin I can he^Cefirk^hhi tb' liiat 
^|cBitleman» for whom no body^has it '^ettd: 
«fteem than your moft humble stirft'inoft 
l^be^ent femnt, ' .r . .v : ? . 

C O N. P HIPP S. 

f LETTER CCVL 

PRIOR to Dr. S W I F T. 
^ . .DEAR SIR, Wcftminfter, Fcbruaiy 28, 1 7*10-2 r. 

If I^am to chide you for not writing to 
riie^ or beg your pardon, that I have noj 
Writ lo you, is a queftion; for our cprref 
rp6ndence has been fo long interrupted^, 
that I fweat I don't kno^ which of lis Wcbte 
laft. In all cafes, I affurc you of my con- 
tinual fricndfhip, ahd kirideft remembrance 
of you; and, with great pleafure, expe^ 
the fariie from you. I have been ill thil 
winter. Age, I find, comei on ; and &e 
c6ujgh does not diminiOi. 

Non fum qualis eram bonat ^ ^ / 
Sub Regno Cynara — — Pafs for that. 

I am tired with politics, and loft in the 
Soutb-fca. The roaring of the waves, and 
, ; ; the 
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.$be ina4a<^rs of thepedple^ witre ju^UjC put 
j^gether^ a I can fend you no ibrt^ ncvrS, 
holds^ either connexion or fenfe. It is 
.^t wilder dian St. Anthony^ dream ; and 
the bagatelle is more folid than any things 
that has been eiideavoured here this year. 
Our old friend Ox — f— jis not well, and 
continues in fisrefardjhire. John of Bucks 
died laft weejc, and Qoningjby was fent laft 
week to the Tower, I frequently drink your 
health with lord Harley^ who is always the 
fame good man, and grows daily more 

. loved as more univerfally known. I do fo 
too with our honeft good-natured friend 
IFord^ whom I love for many good^reafgns, 
iaind particularly for that he loves you. 

How do you do as to your health ? Are 
we to fee you this fuoimer ? Anfwer me 
thefe queftions. ^ Give my fervice to all 
friends, and believe pie to be ever, with 
great truth and efteem, dear Sir^ your's, , 

M. PRIOJ^. 

+ * John SbeffitUy duke of Buciinghamjhire,* 
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i:}.n fj'ti • ■ - .i"' ';>?f« T 

Mc., P R I o R to - Dr.; ? T.' ' 

I KNOW very well, tliat you caii writc"^ 
a good letter, if you have a aund' <d It; ^ but.' 
that is not the queftion. A letter f^m' y6i» ' 
fometimes is what I defire. Refcrve your ', 
tropes and periods for. thofe yoii. love leis; 
and let me hear how. you do, iii whatever 
humour you are; whether lending your qpio- 
ney to the butcljcrs, protedting the weaye^s^^ 
treating the women, or conAruing^^ jffroj^rjd^ 
qua maribus to the country curate. Ycyti anct \ 
I are fo eftablifhed authors, that we\may 
write what we will, without feax o:^ ce^^ ' 
fure : and if we have not lived long cnoup;h^^ 
to prefer the bagatelle to any thing elfe^ M^c.^ 
deferved to have .had our bmns k:^oc£^ 
out ten years ago. ' 

I have received the money pundually pf 
Mr. lyan. Hayes^ have his rccfeipty anil 
hereby return you all the thanks, that jroiir * 
fnendfhip in that affair ought to claiin, ancT 
y^Vi; ggn^rpfity does contcton. Thcr$;« one 
turn for you : good. ^ < ' . - * 

. >t The 



im:) 

The man you mentioned in jovlt laft has 
been in tBii ■ dbontij^ tteffe t\t^ very 
ai his ^health, has not for many 
mohths Ibeen out of his chamber ; yet what^ 
you obfibrre of him isTo true, that his fidk^ 
npfs i§ all counted for policy, that he will; 
tigt conie up, tHl the public diftrafifcions force 
fomebody or other, (whom God knows) 
lyhq will oblige fomcbody elfe to fend for 
him in open triumph, and fet him in Jiatu 
quoprius. That, in the mean time, he has 
forefcen all that has happened; checkmated 
ail the miniftryi and, to divert himfelf at 
his leifurc hours, has laid all thofe lime- 
twigs for his neighbour Coningjby , that 
keep that precious bird in the cage, out of 
which himjfelf flipt fo cunningly and eafily. 

■things, and the way of mens judging 
ti^em, vai^ fo much here, that it is impof- 
iible to give you ahy juil account of foi^e of 
our friends adlions, Roffen is more than 
fufpeded to have given up his party, as 
Sancbo did hi^ fubje^s, for fo much a head, 
Fun portant t autre. His caufe^ therefore^ 
which is fomething originally like that of' 

> * Thmit^ carl of Coning fij^ creited lb by king 
Cdirgil, in 1719/ 

^iT H 4 Lutrin^ 



^ipot friends^ and o]>eqly fuAainod , hy th» 
i]^i^y.»Hc caonot Ijc.lowcrui tl)c opinioA 
4^. mgftmen> than he is; ^d | ^iOi ^Quc 

$4c?id i?i?r r-* were highqr thanJie 

^ Qur young Uarlef^ vice is no more cor 
vetou&efs, than plainijiefs of ipeech.is that 
of his coufin Td^, His lordfliip is feaUy 
ifmabilis, znd Hdy Harriette iidof(inda^ . 

I tejl you no news, but that the whole in 
a complication of miftakes in policy, and o£ 
knavery in the execution of it : Of the mi* 
fillers I fpeak, for the moft part^ as .wfill: 
ecclefiailical as civil. This is all the truth J 
can tell you, except one, which I am furc 
you fcceive very kindly, that I.^mi cvcc 
your frjend and your f^rvant, ^ • 

M. P R .I O R. 

Friend Sbeltofty commonly called D&dr 
Dick, is with me. We drink your health; 
Adieu. 

L E T.T E R qCVIII. , 
LORD BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT; 

July the 28th, 1721. 

I N £ V E R wafr fo a»gry in all my life^ 
3s; I w^s with you laft week, on the riccipt 
♦ « Lord Hareturt: of 



ca^ of chfe Atte^^'ifFooBi ilnd liLnotes^aitts 
genccaUy beft fitted for die laftra^^ iioReii 
but.nttn of fmio aiid viftue ire a 
thfcotjber. How cbmes ittfaen to jyafsy tliatn 
you« who have fenfeit* tho' you havrwit, oimTV 
virtoe^ tho' you have kept bad iCDitipaiiy in^^ 
your timc^ (hould be fo furprized; that £-> 
continue* to write to you> and' expeft tiii'> 
^ hou- from you» after fevcn yciars 

rAnmpradantureuntesj ^y* yon v.and time I 
will lop oflF my luxuriant tbranches : 'per^v, 
haps it will be fo« But I have puC^tbeig 
pruning-hook into an hand^r whi^h^^ksi^ 
hard to leave the other as Uttie'tq do of;! 
that kind as may be^ Some fupprfiuoiiX)^ 
twigs arc every day cut ; and> as thby ']efien;> » 
in number^ the bough, which bears thel 
golden fruit of friendlhip, ihoots, TweUs^ 
and fpreads. ^ 

Our friend told you what he • liieard^ ^ » 
and what was commonly faid, when htftoM ^ 
you, that I had taken the fancy of growing;-* 
rich. If I could have refolved to tbi»k tWd^J 
minutes a day about flocks^ to flitfW'iLtfW**- ' 

proju^ior of tbo. 
whiclr produced the Soutb-Jea icheme here. 

r half 
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hfjif ^ houfs^ vnekf or to have any tAdi^ 
gation td people I neither loved not 
lufdif certain rt is^ that I might have gained 
itadB»nielj. But not caring to follow the 
srma^ bright examples of thefe kinds, which 
France furnifhed^ and which England fent 
us over^ I turned the little money Iliad 
oi my own, without being let into any fc- 
cnct, verjr negligently : and if I have fc- 
cored enough to content me, it was becaufe 
I was foon contented* I am forry to hear 

• you cohfeis, that the Ipve of money has 
got ^intot your head. Take care, or it will, 
ejslong, link into your heart, the proper 
fejkt of paffions. Plato, whom you cite, 
looked upon riches, and the other advan-^ ' 
tageis o£ fortune, to be deiirable; but he 

^ declared, as you have read in Diogenes La-^ 
ertiiu^i Ea etfi non ajhierintj nthilominus ta^ 
men heatum fore fapientem. You may think- 
itt 'perhaps, hard to reconcile his two jour- 
ilies into Sicily with this maxim, efpecially 
fiii€4 he got fourfcore talents of thie tyrant* 
Bat I jcan aiTure you, that he went to the 
elder Dionysus only to buy books, and to 
the younger only to borrow a piece of 
gimind, and a number of n^en, women and 
•J.,. 3 children. 
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chijldrcn, to try. his Vtopia^ , 4f^ppns 
in klctlj at the fame time;; and there p^ii^ 
{om^ 'QillingfgaU hetweea thqfi^.reyereiv^ 
perfons. This philoibpher . had a mu^ 
ftronger fancy to grow rich than ^]fit9^k 
he flattered^ he cracked jefts, and dance| 
pver a ftick to get fome of the Sicilian gol4| 
but ftill even he took czxt^y Jibi res^ ntmjk 
rebus Jubmttere. And I remember, wi)^ 
great edification, how he reproved one, 9^ 
his catechumens, who bluflied^ and jOhruQ]^ 
jback, when his mafterfhewedbvn the 
to the bawdy-houfe. Non ingredi turpe^^ 
fed egredi non pojfe turpe efi. Thc^ C9nclui|(:jt{i^ 
of all is this ; un bonnet e bomme ought . .|:9f 
have cente milk livres de rente ^ if you plea^ipj 
but a wife man 'will be happy with t^fi 
hundredth part. Let us not refufe richeSj^ 
when they oflfer themfelves; but let u&^^^i^ 
them no ropm in our heads or our heaxt^ 
Let us enjoy wealth, withc|ut fuffering 
become neceiTary to us. And, tofinifbwi^ 
one oi Seneca* % quaint fentences; LetuspJ^ 
ifjb, that fortune may take it without; tf%^, 
i^ from us. The paflage you : jopji^qjfiip}^. 
does follow that, which I quotpd,to 3j[cji^ 
jnd the advice is gopd» Solon ihpn^t^^^ 

nay. 
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iS^y -Kd '^dnt further : arid you rerhcmber 
^i^r&ibn he gave for fittiag in the council 
^ Pi^atusi whom he had done his ut- 
iiitift tb oppofe; and who, by the way, 
prbVed a very good prince. But the epiiUe 
is'ikJt writ by Cicero, as you fecm to think* 
It is, if I miftake not, an epiftle of D^- 
^ielHz to him. Cato, you fay, would not 
1!ic of the fame mind- Cato is a mdft ve- 
^^rable name, and Dolabella was but a 
rcbUndrel with wit and valour ; and yet 
dti^ite is better fenfe, nay, there is more 
virtue, in what Dolabella advifes, than in 
ihti condud of Cato. I muft own my 
iitneaknefs to you. This Cato, fo fung by 
Ikican iti every page, and fo much better 
ftlfag by Virgil in half a line, ftrikes me 
with ho great refped. When I fee him 
piainted in all the glorious colours, which 
eloquence furnifhes, I call to mind that 
iftiage of him, which T ully gives in one of 
his letters to Atticusy or to fomebody elfe ; 
where he fays, that having a mind to keep 
^debate from coming on in the fenate, they 
made Cato rife to fpeak, and that he talked 
tiH the hour of propofing matters was over. 
Tiir/J^ iixfimiates, that they often made this 



vtfe tfWtk. tex tile ita^^^aa<lMi 

t^atf, in the gown of ift 
ftndoig out the members to ^ ^ 
aenfx ufed iharp ttedicinel; hxt^^hi^^ 
tim^, the patient had ftreogth to bix^ ttte&^ 
The fccoiid Otto mhcritcd M% rtbtfplJi?*itfci' 
out his ikill; and» like a trae-^^aick^ "fiSf 
gave the remedy, becatrfe it vnsr lus^bfi^ 
one^ the' it was too late. He haftefieft-^iS^ 
patient^s death ; he not only ha ilenftJ it^^ 
he made it more convulfirc and piiiiful^ ^^S 
The condition of jovlt wretched tobcrtr^ 
is worfe than you reprefent it to be. 'MttC 
healthful Indian follows his niaAei%- wl^ 
died of ficknefs, to the grave j blit fimidi^ 
doubt, whether thole charitable^ legiflatoft^ 
exad^ the fame, when the mafter tfi i^ htht^ 
tick, and cuts his^- own throat/ I tenittf 
QVJdx Ireland with all my heart, but l-pifiyr 
you more- In reading your letter, I- fee* 
yoor pulfe; and I judge of your diftctnj)^ 
a» Airely by the figures, into whkh 
your )nki as the learned dcx^or, at tht batti 
tmd tbt urinal could do, if lie i^otH^^^i^ 
y(W¥ water. You ar* redly ib rf^^iajt tw^ 
way. Vou fay y0«t iisenibi:^ tiMliidiifal 

. believe 



,|jt;,4M>^ifia«? i3Wa forgdt year 
^[^l^cjs,;;^ can 
h^c^f 4^ token of remembrance from 
^!^f^ ^ the mind, a» 

i^ljpn^t^l^ and what do 3rou imagine* 
ifUi^^ rB^ you have (ct me upon 
q^VQtiJDg Kim (who thanked heaven^ that he 
not ji BasQtiatt) would have laid of the 
l^ffffm T Shake off your lazinefs^ 
^t#l^c t>^cr hither, and fpend ibme montht 
^j«.k;Mider; climate. Yoo will be in dan- 
ger o^ qcieeting but one plague here, and 
fWiU leave many behind you. Here 
j^wilLfioiue among people, who lead a 
]^j^xigi)lar enough to hit your humour; (b 
iHl^rtliqp world, as ta have all ita conve* 
QKncies*^ fo £u: from the world,* as to be a 
£tK9»gV to all its inconveniencics ; wanting 
9Qtbiiig> .which goes to the eaie and ha|^i- 
i^oft^of life ; ombarrafledby nothing, which 
jibtiiu&beribme. I dare almoft venture to fay, 
itl^joiik will like us better than the per-> 
' ^s yott live with, and that we (hall be able 
make you retrograde (that I may u& 
iljCanonical fimile) as the fun did on the 
4m1 of Htziclnas^ and begin anew the twelve 
jearst vhtch you complain are goM^. We 



(112) 

win reftore to jou the nigm imgnfto fnnie 
capUlos i and, with them,r the iUik^ hgui,^ Ae 
rultre decorum, et inter vim fagam Cxnaree 
wuierere proterva. Hac eji vita folutorum 
miferd ambitione gravique, and not your's. ♦ 

I was going to finiih with my Iheet of 
paper ; but having bethought myfelf, that 
you deferve fome more pufti(hme$iti tod 
calling all my anger againft you to my ai<l, 
Irefolve, fince I am this morning in the 
humour of fcribbling, to make my letter at 
leafl as long as one of your fermons ; and; 
if you do not mend, my next (hall be- as 
long as one of Dr* Manton's *, who taught 
my youth to yawn, and prepared me to 
an high-chtirchman, that I might never 
hear him read, nor read him more* 

You muft know, that I am as bufy about 
my hermitage, which is between the Ci&tf- 
teau and the Maijbn Bourgeoife, as if I was 
to pafs my life in it : and, if I could fee 
you now and then, I fhould be willing 
enough to do fo. I have in my wood the 

* ^Thomas Manton^ D. D. who had been qeded 
from the reftory of Covent-garden for nonconformitjr, 
af^ the reftoration. He was a voluminous writer in 
divinity, and publiihed a large folio of ferzoons on the 
1x9th pfalm/ - • ' 

biggeft 
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biggeft ajid cleareft fpring perhaps in Europe^ 
' which forms, before it leaves the park* a 
more beautiful river than any, which flows 
in Greek or Latin verfe. I have a thoufand 
projects about this fpring, and, among 
others, one, which will employ fome mar- 
ble. Now marble, you know, makes one 
think of inicriptions : and if you will cor- 
redt this, which I have not yet committed 
to paper, it fhall be graved, and help to fill 
the table-books of Spons and MiJJons -f- yet 
to come, 

^ Propter JUem adverfus reginam^ et partes, 

Intemerate fer'vatam. 
Propter operant^ in pace generali conciliandi 
Strenue faltem navatam, 
Lnpotentia vefance faSltonis . 
Solum vertere coaSlusy 
Hie ad aqua lene caput facra^ 
Injujli exulat 
Dulc^ vivit 
H. De B. An. &c. 

Ob were better than propter j but ob ope-^ 
ram would never pleafe the ear. In a pro- 

t * Jamil SpoHj M. D. and Maximilian MJfon^^ were 
two eminent travellers, who have publifhed their tra^ 
vels i in which are inferted many infcriptions.' 

Vol. 11. i per 
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per place^ before^ the irofiC of t^^ht^fe, 
which i liaYC nevr built, I have a miftd Cft 
iaibnbe this piece of patch-^otkr 

* 

'^irefipifcat patria^ in patriam reSturus 5 
^ hon refipijcatj tiBhis melius ^uam inter' 
tales elves Juturus, 
Sane viUam injlduro el exorm : . ^ 
jUiasr^ velut ex porta, alienos cajuf . 
Et far tuna ludum infolentim 
Cernere fuave eft* 
Hie, mortem nec appetens nee timent 
Innoctds deliciis^ 
DoBd .quiete, 
et 

FeSeis animi immotd trknguHBtafer 
Frunifcor. 

Wc imti vivam quodfupereft aat exiliy aut ai)i^ 

If in a yearns time you fhould find leifure 
to write to me^ iend me fome mottos for 
groves, and ftreams, and fine proip^|^ 
and retreat^ ajul contempt of grandeur, 
I have one for my green-houfes, and one for 
an alley^ which leads to my apartment^ 
which are happy enough* The firft i^.HfC 
ver qjfiduum atque aReim menfibus The 
Other 2S9 <— faUentis f emit a vi$a^ ^ 

You 
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, ; You ikt 1 amufe myfelf de la bagatelle as 
much 09 you ; but here lies the difibrence i 
your bagatelle leads to fomething better ; 
as fiddlers flouriih carelefsly^ before they 
pljEiy a fine air. But mine begins, pro«- 
ceeds, and ends in b^g^telle. 

Adieu: it is happy for you that my 
hand is tired. 

ni take care, ^ that you fhall have my 
piifturet and I am iimple enough to be 
obliged to you for afking for it. If you do 
not write to me foon, I hope it will fall 
down as foon as you have it, and break 
your head* 

LETTER CCIX- 

The Duchefs of O R M O N D 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

SIR, September i, lyii, 

I l>ON'T know how to account for 
your long filence, urilefs your time has 
been taken up in making an intereil with 
tbofe Jn power here, for one of the two 
arcbbiihpprics, that, we hear, were void j 
(but I am very glad, are not fo). Set your 
heart at reft, for they are promifed^ and 
I 2 therefore 



tii6) 

therefore you may as well write to. a fifler, 
'when next you honour, this kingdom with 
any difpatches. As to any greater people, 
ijt is a fliame to think how you have neg- 
lefted thofc of your own houfe. I had 
once determined to write to you no moK, 
fince no anfwer was to be expeCted; but 
then revenge came into my head, and I 
was refolved to teaze you, till at laft, to be 
quiet, you would fend me. fomc plaufible 
cxcufe at leaft, for never enquiring after 
brother or fifter. I wonder when you*ll Be 
good-natured enough to come and fee h'6w 
we do; but Ireland has fuch pov^efrfUl 
charms, that I queftion whether you WoUld 
leave it to be one of our archbiftiops. I 
was at your brother Arrari% * a good while 
this fummer, and have been much iipori the 
ramble, or elfe you'd have fooner had thcfe 
juft reproaches from me ; whom you have 
no way of appeafing, but by a letter of 'at 
leaft four fides of paper: though I am 'fb 
^ood a Chriftian, upon this occafion, is to 
be, notw4thftanding all this ill treatrtiteiit. 
Sir, your moft fincere friend, and huniblc 
fervant, M. ORMON'D. 

♦ Another of the fi)ctecn/; r n;'' •.>' -^ 

LET- 
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* * ... 

Lwd BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

January i, 172 1-2. ■ 

' ; I- RECEIVED your letter of the twenty- 
! ninth of September , above a fortnight ago j 
9ixd ihpuld have fet you an example^ by an- 
«,fv«rering it immediately, (which I do not 
.-wmember you ever fet me) if I had not 
^.bqen obliged to abandon' the iilence and 
.^quiet of this beloved retreat, and to thruft 
^.inyfelf into the hurry and rabble of an im- 
pertinent town. In lefs than ten days, 
\ which I fpent at Paris y I was more than ten 
•times On the point of leaving my bufinefs 
there undone ; and yet this bufinefs was to 
-.'lave four-fifths of four hundred thoufand 
livres, which I have on the town-houfe ; 
rejies miferables du naufrage de ma fortune. 
Luckily I had the fear of you before my 
^yes ; and tho' I cannot hope to deferve your 
; ^fteem by growing rich, I have endeavoured 
..to. avoid your contempt by growing poor. 
, The. cxprcffion is equivocal ; a fault, which 
our language often betrays thofe, who fcrib- 
bjie haftily, into; but your own confcience 
:X A A I 3 wiU 
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will fcrve for a comment, and fix die fenfe« 
Let me thank you for remembering me in 
your prayers, and for ufing your credit 
above fb generoufly in my behalf. To 
defpife riches with Seneca's purfe is to have 
at once all the advantages of fortune and 
philofophy. 

vmeat dulci nutricula majus ahmno 9 

. You are not like H. G«y*, who, among 
other excellent pieces of advice, gave me 
this, when I firft came to court; to be very 
moderate and modeil in my applications for 
my friends, and very greedy and importu- 
nate, when I alked for myfdf. You call 
TuUy names, to revenge Cato's quarrel; and 
to revenge Tullys^ I am ready to fall fopJ 
on Seneca. You churchmen have cried him 
up for a great faint ; and, as if you imag« 
ined^that to have it believed, he had a 
month's mind to be a Chriftian, would re-» 
fome honour on Chriftianiiy, you em^ 

♦ • Hittry Guy^ who had been fccretary to the trca"- 
fury during three fucceffive reigns* H« died Ftbruary 
23, 1710, and left to ITilliam Puk^my^ Eiq; late carl cf 
Bafby near fortv thoufand pounds, with an eftate of 
about five hunared pounds a year; as the latter owns, 
in his Jnfwer to cm Part rf a lati infamut Util^ tic. 
publiihcd in 1731, p. 39/ 

/ employed 
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ployed qpjis , qf thofe pious frauds^ fo fne* 
q^n^y ptzQikd in the days of primitive 
fixnplipit^f to impofe on the world a pre- 
tended correipondence between him and 
the great apoftle of the Gentiles Your 
{partiality in his favour (hall biafs me no 
more than the piqiie, which Dion Coffins and 
others fhew againft him. Like an equitable 
Judge, I fhall only tax him with avarice in 
his prolperity, adulation in his adverfity, 
and affeflation in every ftate of life. Was I 
coniiderable enough to be banifhed from 
my country, methinks I would not purchaie 
my reftoration, at the expence of writing 
(kch a letter to the prince himfelf, as your 
Chriftian Stoic wrote to the emperor's Have, 
Pofylnus J. Thus I think of the man, and 
yet I read the author with pleafure ; tho* I 
|oin in condemning thofe points, which he 
introduced into the Latin flile ; thofe eter- 

t * It ooniifts of thirteen, letters, which reemed to 
%t.yirmni tXiA SuAuguftin to have been genuine. But 
DuPim {Nwvelli Bibliotheque des Autiurs EccUJiaJliques^ 
Tain. L p. 24. Edit. 1690, quarto) acknowledges, 
that they contain nothing worthy of the apoftle or philo- 
lopher^ and have not the leaft refemblance to the ftyle 
of eidier. This is likewife the judgment of the moil 
learned among the modem critics/ 

} ^ Stmca at CmtJUatimi ad Pofybium* 

I 4 nal 



( f ) 

witticifms, ftrung : like bcadfrftogrther, 
and that impudent manner of talking to the 
paffipns, before he has gone about to con- 
evince the judgment ; which Erqfmus^ if I 
remember right, objeits to him. . He is 
feldom inftruftive, but ^he is perpetnally 
entertaining ; and when he gives you no 
new idea, he refledts your own back upon 
you with new luftre. I have lately wrote 
an excellent treatife in praife of exile j|. 
Many of the hints are taken from Confo^ 
latio ad Behiamy and other parts of his 
works. The whole is turned on his ftile 
and manner; and there is as much of the 
fpirit of the portique^ as I could infufe 
without running too far in tht fhimMra, 
inopmafa, et paradoxa ; which Tuily, dnd' 1 
think Seneca himfelf, ridicules the rch(!)ol 
of Zeno for. That you may laugh ar ifec 
in your turn, I own ingcnuoufly, that I be- 
gan in jeft, grew ferious at the third or 
fourth page, and convinced myfelf, . before 
I had done, of what pierhaps I (hall never 
convince any other> that a man of fenfe 
and virtue may be unfortunate, but can ne- 

» II * It is printed in his ^orks, under.thc title of J5^i?f- 
ticm upon Exile.* \ . ,, 
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^tt^^B'^nhippy: Do riot imagine, how- 
-^Verj that' I have a mind to quarrel with 
Ariftipplis: he is ftill my favourite among 
!tfie phHofophers ; and, if I find Ibme faults 
in Hihi, they are few and veniaL 

You do me much honour, in faying, 
that I put you in mind of lord Dtgby * j 
but fay it to no one elfe, for fear of^paflirig 
for partial in your parallels, which has done 
Plutarch more hurt than it has done good 
to his Grecian heroes. I had forgot, or I 
nfever knew, the remarkable paffage, which 
you mention. Great virtue, unjuftly per- 
Iccuted, may hold fuch language, and will 
be heard with applaufe, with general ap- 
iplaufe I mean, not univerfal. There was 
Athens a wretch, who fpit in the face 
of ArijHdes^ as he marched firm, calm, and 
almoft gay, to execution. Perhaps there 
was not another man among the Athenians^ 
capable of the fame vileadtion. And for the 
honour of my country I will believe, that 
there are few men in England^ befides lord 
Qxford^ capable of hearing that ftrain of 

• * George lord Dighy^ afterwards earl of BriJioL 
Pr. SwifU in a letter to lord Bolingbroke, dated April 5, 
1729, and printed in his works, ftilts lord Dighy the 
prototype of lord Bolingbroke* 

eloquence, 

4 
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eloquence, without admiration^ There tt 
a fort of kindred in fouls, and they are di-. 
vided into more families than we are apt to 
imagine. Digfy and Harky are abfolutc 
ftrangers to one another. Touch an uniibn, 
and all the unifons will give the fame 
found ; but you may thrum a lute till your 
fingers are fore, and you will draw no found 
out of a Jew's harp« 

I thank you forcorrefting my inicriptions, 
and I thank you ftill more for promifing 
to gather up mottos for me, and to write 
often to me. I am as little given to beg 
corre/pondents, as you are to beg piAures f_ 
but iince I cannot live with you, I would 
fain hear from you» To grow old widi. 
good fenfe, and a good friend, was the w£(h 
of Thalesi I add, with good health : to en- 
joy but one and an half of thefe three, is 
hard. I have heard of Prior' ^ death 'f', and 
of his epitaph % i have feen a flrange 

He died Sept. i8, 1721/ 
X ^ In the following triplet, written by himfetf. 

♦* To me 'tis given to die 5 to yon 'tis gtvon % 
To live. Alas ! one moment (ets us even. L 
Mark how impartial is the will of heaven ! y 

Bifhop Atierhuryy in a letter to Mr. l^opt^ dated Sip^ 
timber 27^ 1721, fays ; «^ I will take CRre tp mal^ 
in every refpedt, what I faid to him when Kviiig, par« 

ticularly 



booki Vrtit hj ft grave and eloquent doftor 
about the dul^e of Buciingbamjhire. Peo«- 
pk, who talk much in that moment, can 
have, as I bcUeve, but one of thefe two 
principles, fear, or vanity. It is therefore 
much better to hold one's tongue. I am 
forry, that the firft of thefe perfons^ our 
old acquaintance Matt, lived fo poor as 
you reprefent him* I thought that a certaiii 
lord , whoie marriage with a certain hei- 
tt& was the ultimate end of a certain ad« 
miniftration, had put him above want» 
Frier might juftly enough have addrcfTed 
himfelf to his young patrpn, as our friend 
Ariftippus did to Dionyfius ; You have mo- 
ney, whkh I want. I have wit and know- 
ledge^ which you want. I long to fee your 

ticularty as to the triplet be wrote for his own epi* 
*5 taph ; which^ while we were on good terras, I pro- 
^ mifed him ftould never appear on his tomb while I 

^ixaoi of fFifimir^ir:* 

• * Richard FiddiSy L). D. publiflied in 172I5 in ofta- 
vo, ALetUr in mfwr U mte frm a Fntthinker^ eccajioned 
by thf late Duke of Buckinehamfliire'/ Epitaph ; wherein 
certain PaJ/ages in it^ that have been thought ' exce^tiomihle^ 
Ota vindicated and the Doctrine of the Soul's Immortality 
ajferUd^ &c. This was followed by A fecond Letter^ 
publiflied the fame year/ 

f * Edward lord Harley^ who married, in October 
1713, tjic lady Henrietta Cavendijh Holies ^ only daugh- 
t!tx and heir ot John dokc of HivmftU' 

travels I 
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travels If ; for, take it as ygu will, I do nut 
retraA what I faid.^ - I willi uildef take to 
find, in two pages of yoar bagatdks^ more 
good fenfe, ufeful knowledge,! andtrute rer 
iigion, than you can ihew me ia the works 
f)f nineteen in twenty of the profound di- 
vines and philofophers of the age; . ! ^ 
I am obliged to return to Por/V in a month 
or fix weeks time, and from: thence will 
fend you npiy pi<aure^ Would to. heaven J 
could fend you as like a pi<fture. of ntiy 
mind: you would find yourlelf#.in that 
draught, the objedt of the tmeft efteem 
and the fincereft friendfhip. ' . ^ 

1 i . * 

LETTER .CCXl!; . , 
Dr. S N A P E to Dr. S W TF T. 

REV. SIR, Windfor, April 2^, ij722. 

I TAKE the opportunity of two ofi^ur 
choir going over to try their fortune iij ypur 
country, at once to return my thanks for 
a very obliging letter you favoured me 
with fome years ago, and your kind inter- 
pretation of my endeavours at that time 
to arfert the caufe of our efl:ablifhment 

I * GuJliver's/ 

againft 
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tigiiinil'a Atelatc*, who was undermining 
it : and m(b to 'recommend ito yoor favour 
the bearer, Mr. Elford^ who,_ upon the en- 
couragement of your worthy primate, is 
gbing to fettle at jArmagL I cannot pretend 
to iay^ he has the fame compafs of voice 
with his late brother, whom the good queen 
lb much admired ; but I will venture to 
iay» he has a greater compafs of underftand- 
ing$ and, upon the whole, that he is a good 
choir-man* The other, that bears him 
company, was a very ufeful chorefter to ui. 
Hii voice, fince its breaking, is fomewhat 
harfli, but I believe will grow mellower, 
if you find either of theni for your purpofe, 
cfpecially the bearer, when you have a va- 
cancy in your church, I fhall be much 
obliged to you for any favour you are pleafed 
to fliew him, aad be ready to approve my- 
iclf, on any occafion, reverend Sir, your 
moft obedient and affedlionate fervant, 

A. S N A P 

♦ « Bilhop fttf^/^/ 
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LETTER CCXIl, i 
Mr. GAY to Dr/ S W f f Ti_ 

DEAR SIR, iMid^ D^tecabor ait i/isu v 

After every poft-day^ for thcfi 
eight or nine years, I have been trbuble4[ 
with an uneafinefi of fpirit, dhd; lit Tift/ 
I have rcfolved to get rid of it, ifftd wtitie; 
to you. 1 don't deferve yoa l&oiM think' 
fo well of me as I really deferve ; fof 'f 
have not profelTed to you, thaif I' Idve jfb^ 
as much as ever I did: button i^v'tH^ 
6nly perfon of my acquaintance^ ai^^j 
that does not know it. WhoeVii^ I fei^,' 
that cotnes from Ireland, the firft quettibii 
1 alk is after your health ; of which 't^Hd 
the pleafure to hear very lately *frbfri 
Mr. Berkeley. I think of you very often * 
no-body wiflics you better, or longs more 
to fee you. Duke Difney^ who kno^^ more 
news than any man alive, told me I fhould 
certainly meet you at the B<itb the feafon : 
but I had one comfort in being difappointed, 
that you did not want it for ygur- health. 
I was there for near eleven weeks for a 
colick, that I have been often troubled with 

of 



of late ; bat have' not found all the benefit 
I cxpeaedi^*- • ' • ^ ^ ■ 

llodjB^c^ at prefentf in Bsrlifigtun^bQ^ 
and have received many civilities from manj 
great : men, but veryii /ew real benefits* 
l['hejr wonder at each other for not provider 
ipg fbr^/nei^ai^d I ^wonder at them all. 
E^peri^oe has given me ibme knowledge of 
^a3?t £b that I can fay, that it is not in 
power to diiappoint me. Yon find I 
^11; .to you of m]rfeif i I wifli you would, 
^epiy to me in the lame iiianner. I hop<^ 
^i]|u^ you have not heard of me fi> long^ 
Irh^e not loft my credit with you; but 
Uiyat will think of me in thie &mc 
^^^anner, as when you efpouied my caufe fo 
warn^y ; which my gratitude never can 
^Qig|et« lam, dear Sir, your moil: obliged 
and fincere humble (ervant, 

J. GAY, 

P. S« Wx. Pifiy upon reading 
averthii letter, defired me 
to tell you, that he faasbeen 
juft lA the bxM fentimenu 
with me, in regard to jrou ; 
and lhaU aever forget his 
!0bligation$ to you. 



( «l ) 

LETTER CCXfiL 

Dr. S W I F T to the Puk« of 
GRAFTON- 

■ M Y L O R D, Dublin, January 24, 1722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the dean of 
Downe a favourable meflage from your 
grace, relating to a clergyman^ who mar- 
4 ried my near relation, and whofe eftatc ia; 
much incumbered by a long fuit at law- 
I return my moft humble acknowledgements 
for your grace's favourable anfw^r. I 
affure your grace, that in thofe times, wheqi* 
I was thought to have fonie credit with 
perfons in power, I never ufed it to my ow^ 
intereft, and very rarely for that of others^p 
unlefs where it was for the public advan- 
tage ; neither fhall 1 ever be a troublefome 
or common petitioner to your grace. I am 
forry the archbifliop of Dublin -f- fhould in-f 
terpofe in petty matters, when he has juftly 
fo much weight in things of greater mo- 
ment. How fhall we, the humhleft of 
your addreflersjj make our way to the fcialleft 
mark of your favour ? I defired your fe- • 

crctefy. 
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crctary^ Mjr. Hopkins, (whorn I have long 
known) to deal plainly with me, as with 
a man forgotten, and out of the world, and> 
if he thought my requeft unreafonable> I 
would drop it* This he failed to do ; and 
therefore I here coniplain of him to youij 
gface> and will do fo to himfelf, becaufe I 
have long done with court anfwer s. 

I heartily wifti your grace full fuccefs in 
aH your great and good endestvours for the 
fervice of your country, and particularly 
of this kingdom ; and am, with the grcateft 
r<!fpe(5t, my lord, your grace's moft obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

LETTER CGXIV^ 
Mr, G A Y to Dr. S W I F T. 

» London, February the 3d, 1722-3. 

O U made me happy in anfwering my 
laft letter in fo kind a manner, v^hich, to 
common appearance, I did not deferve; 
but I believe you gueffed my thoughts, and 
knew, that I had not forgot you, and that 
I always loved you. When I found, that 
my book was not fent to you by Tooke, Jer-- 
VoL^ II. K vais 
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vais undertook it^ and gave it to Mr. li&x^ 
'welh who married a niece of Mr. Mere/Uth'^M 
I am furprized you have heard nothing dF 
it I but Jervais has promifed mc to virritifii 
about ity fo that I hope you will have itde« 
livered to you foon. Mr, Congreve I fee 
often : he always pientions you with the 
ftrongeft expreffions of efteem and friend-^^ 
ihip. He labours ftill under the fame ' 
afflidions, as to his fight and gout ; bat, 
in his intervals of healthy he has not loft 
any thing of his chearful temper. I pafled 
all the laf): ieafoa with him at the Bati^ 
I have great reafon to value myfelf upott* 
his friendlPiip i for I am fure he fincerely 
wijQbes me well. We pleafed ourfelves witfr 
the thoughts of feeing you there j but duke 
Difney, who knows more intelligence thasii 
any body befides, chanced to give us i wrong 
inforn^tion. If^you had been there, the 
duke promifed, upon my giving him notice, 
to make you a vifit. He often talks of you^ 
and wiflies to fee you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. jtrhitJ^ 
nott's, who told me, he wrote you three let- 
ters, but had received no anfwer. Hecharged 
me to fend you his advice, which is> to come 

to 
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ta^ England and fee your friends^. This, he 
affirms (abftrafted from the defire he has to 
fee you) to be very good for your health. 
He thinks, that your going to Spa, and 
drinking the waters there, would be of 
great fervicc to you, if you have refolution 
enough to take the journey. But he would 
have you try England firft. I like the pre- 
&ription very much, but I own, I have a 
felf-intereft in it; for your taking this 
journciy would certainly do me a great deal 
of good* Pope has juft now embarked him- 
fdf in another great undertaking as an au- 
thor ; for, of late, he has talked only as a 
gardener. He has engaged to tranflate the 
Odyjfey in three years, I believe rather out 
of ft profped: of gain than inclination ; for 
I: am perfuaded he bore his part in the lofs 
q{ th^ Soutb'fea. He lives moftly at Twick-- 
enbam, and amufes himfelf in his houfe and 
garden* I fupp'd about a fortnight ago 
with lord Bathurft and Lewis at Dr, Arbuth^ 
notf%. Whenever your old acquaintance 
meet, they never fail of expreffing their^ 
want of you. I wifli you would come, and 
be convinced, that what I tell you is true. 
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As for the reigning aniuiemer^^ of j^^^ 
town, it is intirely mufic; real . fiddle^j 
bafs viols, and hautboys i not ^qetic^^ 
harps, lyres and reeds. ^There's nobody 
allowed to fay, / ^ng, but an eunuch, or 
an Italian woman. Every body is grown 
now as great a judge of mufic, as they 
were, in your time, of poetry ; and folks, 
that could not diftinguifli one tune from 
another, now daily difpute about the dif^ 
rent fliles of Handel, Bononcini, zn^ Attilio. 
People have now forgot Homer y and^r^, 
and Cafar ; or, at leaft, they have loft ^'^^ 
tanks. For in London and Wejlminjier^ m 
all polite converfations, Sene/ino is daify 
voted to be the greateft man that ever liveiq. 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I 
have been formerly for your affiftance in 
introducing me into bufmefs. I fhall tl^js 
year be a commiffioner of the ftate-ldttery, 
which will be worth to me a hundred aiiiJ 
fifty pounds. And I am not without hopes, 
that I have friends, that will think of 
fome better and more certain provifion for 
me. You fee I talk to you of myfelf, as a 
thing of confequence to you. I judge by 
myfelf ; for to hear of your health iarid hap- 

pinefs. 
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pyiefs, . will always be one of my greateft 
latisfadtiohs; jEvery one, that I have named 
ifi the letter, give their fervice to you. I beg 
ypVL to give mine, Mr. Pope's, and Mr. 
i&^^'s*, to Mr. For J. I am, dear Sir, 
your moft faithful and moft humble fervant, 
' J. G A ¥• 

LETTER CCXV, 
Pr-; ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, Indorfed, Received 17th Nov. 1723. 

I^*H AVE as good a right to invade your 

fctitude as lord B , Gay, or Pope, and 

^ou fee I make ufe of it. I know you v^ifh 
all at the devil for robbing a moment 
J^rom your vapours and vertigo. It is no 
matter for that ; you fhall have a jObeet of 
paper every poft till you come to yourfelf. 
By a paragraph .in your's to Mr. Pope, I 
-iind you are in the cafe of the man, who 
lield the whole night by a broom brufli, 
and found when day-light appeared, he was 

* * A celebrated improver, to whom Pope, fpeaking of 
£fier, a Teat of the late Mr. Pelham's, pays a moft 
^elegant* compliment : 

Wher^ Kent skiii nature vie for PelhofrCs love." 

' ' • Yi ^ within 
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teJfhih two inches of the gfd4«d. ¥6« 
don't feem to know how well ybtt ftand 
with our great folks. I myfelf have httti 
at a great man's table, and have heard^ out 
of the mouths of violent Irijh whigs, th* 
whole table-talk turn upon your cbnmi6n* 
dation. If it had not been upon the gene- 
ral topic of your good qualities, and the 
good you did, I fhould have grown jealous 
of you. My intention in this is not to ex- 
poftulate, but to do you good, I know how 
unhappy a vertigo makes any body, that has 
the misfortune to be troubled with it. I 
might have been deep in it myfelf, if I 
had a mind, and I will propofe a cure for 
you, that I will pawn my reputation upofi% 
I have of late fent feveral patients in that 
cafe to the Spa, to drink there of the G^- 
rofijier water, which will not cayry from 
the fpot. It has fuceeeded marvellotfjfly 
with them all. There was indeed one^ 
who relapfed ^ little this laft fummer, bc- 
caufe he would not take my advice, and re- 
. turn to his courfe, that had been too fhort 
the year before. But, becaufe the inftances 
of eminent men are moft confpicuous, lord 
Wbitworth, our plenipotentiary, had this 
w difeafe. 



^R&Afe, (wbich> by the waj^ is a little diC^ 
qpali^ng for that employment :) he was ib 
Ijjui, that he was often forced to catch 
hold of any thing to keep him from fall- 
ing. I know he has recovered by the ufe 
of that water, to fo great a degree, that he 
can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. 
I leave this to your confideration. Your 
friends here wifh to fee you, and none 
more than myfelf ; but I really don't ad- 
vifc you to fuch a journey to gratify them 
or myfelf ; but I am almoft confident, it 
would do you a great deal of good. The 
dragon , is juft the old man, when he is 
r^ufed. He is a little deaf, but has all his 
o^ier good and bad qualities juft as of old. 
Lord B is much improved in know- 
ledge, manner, and every thing elfe. The 
ihaver * is an honeil friendly man as be- 
fore : he has a good deal to do to fmother 
his Weljb fire, which, you know, he has in 
a greater degree than fome would imagine. 
He pofts himfelf a good part of the year in 
fome vrarm houfe, wins -the ladies money 

• * Erafmus Lewis y Efqj .who in Dr. Swi/i*s imitation 
of Horace^ £p. vii. B. i. is fo called 

This Lewis is an errant lhaver." 

K 4 at 



afe,, highly obliged to luw» , Lord . aa^ 
lady jyr , t, Mr. m and Mrs- I&L 
ofte? remember you with affeflion* . f? 
' As^foir your humble fervant, with,;agrqat 
iione in his right kidney, and. a family pf 
men and women to provide for, l)p i$ ias^ 
chearful as ever in public affairs* . Jb^as 
kept, Tacitus feiys, MeSum iter inter vile 
fervitium et abruptam contumaciam. He xic - 
ver rails at a great man, but to his f^ce ; 
which, I can aflure yoy, he has, had b9^ 
the opportunity and licence to dp* . He h?is 
fome few weak friends, and fewer ene- 
mies : if any, he is low enough to be r^ithtr 
defpifed than puflied at by them,, r I ,4tn 
faithfully, dear Sir, your affedionatC' hum- 
ble fervant, 

ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCXYI,! V , 
The Duchefs of ORMOND toDr-SWiPT. 

SIR, December the cjth, 1723. 

^ ,.1 F I N D by your's of the 6th -of iSfow«- 
wbicli I did not rqceive tilllaft night. 
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yiftf hiH^ci been fo ^bbd it to remefebiir 
^Jfeur 'pi!)6f rtlation here. But as your three 
Iftft never came to hand, I think it very 
happy, that you have kept youf liberty 
fhuB long ; for I can't account for my not 
■i^ceiving them any other way, than that 
they Were ftopped in the poft-officc, and 
iiftici:*preted, as moft innocent things are, 
^ to i^can fomething very diftant from the 
intention of the writer or afton 
- Tarn furprized at the account you give 
tttt of that part of Ireland you have been in : 
for the beft'I exped from that grateful coun- 
try is to be forgotten by the inhabitants. For 
itc remember with any kindnefs one under 
the frowns of the court, is not a gift the Irijb 
are endowed with. I am very forry to hear 
you have got the Tpleen, where a man of 
your fenfe muft every day meet with things 
ridiculous enough to make you laugh ; but 
I am afraid, the jefts are too low to do fo. 
Change of air is the beft thing in the wofld 
for your diftemper. And if not to. cure 
yourfelf, 'at leaft, have fo much goodriefs 
for your friends here, as to come and cure 
'418 1 for it is a diftemper we over-run with. 
I am fure your company would go a great 

way 
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way towards my recovery j for I aifure y©u, 
nobody has a greater valoa for you ? than I 
have^ and hope I fhall have the good for- 
tune to fee you before I die* 

I have no fort of correfpondence with the 
perfon you have not feen, and wonder at 
BOthipg they do, or do not do. ■ 

I will let your brother * and mine know;i 
t]bat you remembered him^ in my letter. 
He is as good a man as lives. 

I am afraid you will wifli you had not en- 
couraged my fcribbling to you, when you 
find I am ftill fuch an infipid correfpon-, 
dent ; but with that, which I hope will 
make fome amends, am with great fincerity 
and refped, your moft faithful friend and 
humble fervant, 

M. ORMOND. 

* * In the focicty of fixteen, Charles lord ButUr of 
Weftoriy and earl of Arrariy brother to the duke of Or-- 
nMfi*;/, on wbofe attainder he was defied chancellor of - 
the univerfitjr of Oxford* 
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LETTER CCXVII. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

December the 25th, 1723 1« 

N EVER letter came more opportunely 
than your laft. The gout had made me a 
fecond vifit, and feveral perfons were con- 
gratulating with me on the good efFedt of 
the waters, which had determined my for- 
mer illnefs to a diftemper fo delirable. My 
toe pained me; thefe compliments tired 
me ; and I would have taken my fever 
again to give the gout to all the company. 
At that inftant your letter was delivered to 
me. It cleared my brow, diverted my ill 
humour, and at laft made me forget my 
pain. I told the perfons, who were fitting 
round my bed, and who teftified fbme fur- 
prize at fo fudden a change, that this power- 
ful epiftle came from Ireland. At which, 
to fay the truth, I did not obferve, that 

•f * This letter appears to have . been written from 
France^ though lord Bolingbroke had come over to Eng^ 
land in the latter end of June this year> in order to 
plead his pardon, which had palled the fcals on the 28th 

of AUj: 

their 



their furprize diminifhpd. But the duUcft 
fellow among them, who was a prieft, (for 
that happens to be the cafe fometimes in 
this country) told the others, ttiaC Ireland 
formerly had been called /^/Zir/^/ fahStofum: 
that, by the acquaintance he had at the Jfr^ 
college, he made no doubt of her defervip^ 
iiill the fame appellation : and that' they 
inight be fure, that the three pajg'es were 
filled with matter e d' edification et matiere df 
confolatiorii which he hoped I would be to 
good as to communicate to them, A letariped 
Rojycr'ucian of my acquaintance, who is a 
fool of as much knowledge and as much 
wit as ever I knew in my life, fmiled ai 
tTie dodor's fimplicity i obferved, t]hat the 
effedt was too fudden for a caufe fo heavy in 
its operations ; faid a great many extrava- 
gant things about natural and thei^rgic ma- 
gic 5 and informed us, that though t|ie 
fages, who deal in occult fciences, have 
Been laughed out of fome countries^ and 
driven out of others, yet there are, to li[is 
knowledge, many of ihtmin Ireland. I flop- 
ped thefe gueffers, and others, who were 
perhaps ready, by affuring them, that iiiy 
correfpondent was neither a faint rjdr a 

conjuror. 



conjuror. They alked me, what he, wa^ 
then ? I anfwered, that they fhould know. 
It from yourfelf j and opening your lette?. 
I read to them in French the charaiSer* 
which you draw of yourfelf. Particular 
paf ts of it were approved or cohdemned 
By every one, as every one's own habits 
ihduced them to judge; but they all agreed, 
that my correfpondent ftood in need of more 
llcep, more viduals, lefs ale, and better 
company. I defended you the beft I could; 
and, bad as the caufe was, I found means 
to have the laft word, which in difputes 
yoii know is the capital point. The truth 
IS, however, that I convinced nobody, not 
even the weakeft of the company, that is, 
itayfelf. 

* I flatter my friendfhip for you with the 
hopes, that you are really in the cafe, in 
which you fay, that our friend Fope feems 
to be j and that you do not know your own 
charaiter. Or did you mean to amufe your- 
felf, like that famous painter, who, inftead 
of copying nature, tried in one of his de- 
ligns, how far it was poflible to depart from 
his original ? Whatever your intention was, 
1 will not be brought in among thofe 

friends. 



14*) 

friends^ whofe misfortunes have given dbemi 
an habitual fournefs^ J declare to you onc^ t 
for allf that I am not unhappy, and that I' 
never ihall be fo, unlefs I fink under fome' 
{^yfical evil. Retrench therefore the pro-^ 
portion of peevilhnefs, which you fet to. 
my account. You might for fevcral other 
rcafons retrench the proportions, which yoa 
fet to the account of others, and fo leave 
yourfclf without peeviihnefs, or without 
excufe. I lament, and have always la*^ 
mented, your being placed in Ireland ; but 
you are worfe than peevifli, you are unjuft^ 
when you fay, that it was either not in the 
power or will of a miniftry to place you 
in England. Write minijier, friend "Jonathan^ 
and fcrape out the words, either^ power ^ or y 
after which the paflage will run as well, 
and be conformable to the truth of things. 
I know but one man * who had power at 
that time, and that wretched man had nei* 
ther the will nor the ikill to make a good, 
ufe of it. 

We talk of charafters ; match me thaty^ 
if you can, among all the odd phoenomena, - 
which have appeared in the moral world* 

♦ hoiAOxford. 

1 I have 



Ifliave not a Tacitus by me ; but I btlitn^ 
diat I mmember your quotation! and as a 
nlark that I hit right, I make no commeni; 
vtpon it. As you defcribc your public fpiritji 
it £acmi% to me to be a difeafe,. as well as 
yom peeriihnefs. Your proposals for re** * 
forming the ftate are admirable ; and your 
fchemes concife. With refpeft to your hum- 
ble fervanty you judge better than you did 
lA a letter I received from you about four 
years ago. You feemed at that time not fd 
aftraid of the nightingale's falling into the 
ferpent-s mouth. This reflexion made me 
recx>lle&9 that I writ you at that time a 
Icmg epiftle in metre. After rumaging 
among my papers I found it, and fend it 
with my letter : it will ferve to entertain 
you the firft faft-day. I depend on the fide- 
lity of your friendihip, that it (hall fall 
under no eye but your own. Adieu. 

I read in Englijhy (for flie underftands it) 
to a certain lady, the pafTage of your letter, 
which relates to her. The Latin I moft 
geAeroufly concealed. She defires you to 
receive the compliments of one, who is fo 
fat froni being equal to fifty others of her 
fex, that flic never found herfclf equal to 

any 



neither youth ndi* ^ beauty, - but thit tte 
hopes on the long and'ifttiiAMe^qtntifttiinb^ 
Ae has had with -ymiy whtn ycftt ktatt, i£ 
that «ver happens^ to caft filch' a biift he** 
fore your eyes, -that you ihajj ^t |>erceii^ 
(he Wants cither ef them . 

" *• . ■ 

LETTER CCXVUL 
Lady M ; to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, (Indors'd, Received 20th Feb. 1723.) 

X T is ippoflible for you to imagine witfi 
what fatisfetftion ' I -received your kkiA let; 
tcr, aiid^ though I had been fa l<|ng yfi^ 
out hearing from you^ I could ■ never imputp 
it to y/znt" of friendfliip : 4n one, whoife 
goodnefs to me hath always becA^.abm*. 
dantly more than- 1 could dcferve-. I 
writ often to you, buthaiving; pa, fafe cpur, 
▼eyance, chofe rather to enquire aftcr ^yom;. 
health -and welfare/: of fomc, people that? 
cojild give me an account of it.,, .^pd I^dor 
alTure you, from the bottom of my heart, 
there is not a perfon living I have ^ grtktkr 
friendihip for than yourfelf, anil 

to the end of my life. Indeed, iiwf, I can J 

. 4.,— ' 



i H5) 

fifoly ihcMf it in expreffioos^ but I ^z%tcr 
qj^ffelf ydtt believe them fincere. I lo^g 
to iec ^oa at my retired habitation, where 
you wiU meet with a moft hearty welcome^ 
m4 £uthful friends^ and none morefo than 
her^ who is your moft affedionate humble 
fenrant^ A. M 

My lord, children^ bro«« 
ther and filler, aire your 
bumble fervants. 

LETTER CCXIX. 
Lord C — * to Dr. SWiFT. 

■ * S I Rj Arlington-ftrcet, June 20th, 1724. 

begin by confeffing myfelf in the 
^Tong will, I hope, be fome proof to you, 
ffiat iione of the ftations, which I have 
g^ne through, have hitherto had the cfFedls 
vtpdn me, which you apprehend. If a 
month's iilence has been turned to my dif- 
aHvatitage in your efteem, it has at leaft 
had this gdod efFedt, that I am convinced 
by the kindncfs of yoUr reproaches, as well 

♦ Lotd C ' ' ■ ^ was then lord lieutenant of /reland. 
tm the l^^tter, to^vhich this is an anfwer, the dean com- 
tMned,'that a former letter had been a month unan- 
fwfredi. For both theft letters of the dean fee the vo- 
luipes publiihed by Mr. Diam Sniftj in J7<^5* 

'l^OL, IL L as 
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as by the goodncfs of your advice, that 
you ftill retain fome part of your former 
friendfhip for me, of which I am the 
more confident from the agreeable freedom 
with -which you exprcfs yourfelf : and I 
fhall not forfeit my pretenfioBS to the con- 
tinuance of it, by doing any thing, that 
fhall give you occafion to think, that I am 
infenfible of it. 

But to come to the point : your firft let- 
ter is dated 28th May, your fecond the 9th 
of June. By the date of this you will fee, 
that the interval of filence may be accounted 
for by a few excurfions, which I have maj[e 
into the country : therefore I deiire ypu 
will put the moft favourable feofe* 

The principal affair you mention is undef 
examination*; and till that is^ over, lanx 
not informed fufficiently to nwike any otiw 
judgment of the matter, than that, which I 
am naturally led to make, by the general 
averfion, which appears to it in the whole 
nation. ' ■ 

♦ * Probably that of Mr. Wood's patent for coining 
•halfpence and farthings for Ireland^ which wa« referfOT 
to the lords of the privy council of England^ wbo,i(P<i 
the 24th of Julyy i']2j^ drew up a report, juftifying th# 
patentee/ 

4 I hope 
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V rhoptt tbe nation will not fufFer by my 
hting in : this great ftation ; and if I can 
«ointcibutc to its profperity, I fhall think it 
the : honour and happinefs of my life. I 
icfiro yon to believe what I fay, and par- 
ticularly when I profefs myfelf to be with 
great truth. Sir, your moft faithful and 
affcdtionatc humble fervant, C. 

LETTER CCXX. 

lord C . to Dr. S WIFT. 

SIR, Arlington-ftreet, Auguft the 4th, 1724. 

Y^OUR claim to be the laft writer is 
wlbat I can never allow : that is the privi- 
lege of ill writers. And I am refolved to 
^"fve you compleat fatisfaftion by leaving it 
with yoUr whether I fhall be that laft writer 
or not. Methinks I fee you throw this let- 
ter upon your table in the heigh th of fpleen, 
becaufe it may have interrupted fome of 
your more agreeable thoughts. But then, 
in return, you may have the comfort of not 
anfwering it, and fo convince my lord lieu- 
tenant, that you value him lefs now than 
you did ten years ago. I don't know but 
this might become a free fpeaker and a phi- 
. , L 2 lofopher. 
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lofophcr. Wliatcvcr "you may Aink , iu 
I fhall not be tcfty, but endeavour^ to (hew, 
that I am not altogether infeniibie of the 
force of that genius, which hiath^ outfhone 
moft of this age, and when you will dif- 
play it again, can convince us, . that its 
luilre and ftrength are ftill the fame. 

Once more I commit myfclf to your 
cenfure, and am. Sir, with great rclppdl, 
your moft afFcftionate humble fervant, 

■ c;* 

L E T t E R ^ CCXXI. 

Lord BOLINGBROJCE to 
D^an SWIFT. 

September the lath, 1724. 

It is neither fickncfs, nor journic), nor 
ill humours, nor age, nor vexatiopji nor ftu- 
pidity, which has hindered me from zxi^ 
fwering fooner your letter of the xnjonth of 
June-, but a very prudent conlideration, 
and one of the greateft drains pf policy I 
ever exercifed in my life. Should I . ^nfwer 
you in a month, you qiight thiB|c^yo4^u:iclf 

• See the letter, to which this is an anf vver, ^ in the 
volumes publiflied by Mr. DeajiC Swift. 

obliged 
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obliged to anfwer me in iixi and^ feared 
' at the fore fatigue of writing twice a year 
to an ' aj>fcnt friend,' you might (for ought 
either you or I can tell) flop fhort, and not 
write at iall. Now this would difappoint 
all my projcdls ; for, to confefs the truth, 
I have be^n drawing you in thefe feveral 
years, a^id by my paft fuccefs, I begin to 
hope, that in about ten more, I may efla- 
blifli a right of hearing from you once a 
^ quarter. The gout neither clears my head, 
nor warms my imagination, and I am 
afliamed to own to you, how near the truth 
I kept in the defcription of what pafled by 
clnyJbedifide in the reading of your letter. 
The fc^ncwas really fuch as I painted it; 
and the company was much better than 
you feen* tP "think it. When I, who pafs a 
'^teat'parti vei^y much the greateft, of my 
'^ife^dcf; -^fally forth into the world, I am 
"^Vcry fat fr6hi expeftlhg to improve myfclf 
' i>y the converfation I find there; and ftill 
farther from cafihg't>ae jot of what pafles 
^ there. In ftioirt, I ani no longer the bub- 
' 'He you^knew me; ahd therefore; when I 
*^IMAgle in fociety, it is purely for my anxufe- 
incnt. ^If mankind divert me (and I defy 
' ' ^ ^ - ■ . ./Ij ^ them 
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them to give mc ydur difl:cfrtp6r, t!ie'l][)lecrn) 
it is all I expcd or afk of them. * * By » this 
fincere confeflion ydu ihay perccivie, ' tha* 
your great mafters of rcafoii are not for my 
turn j their thorough bafs benumbs my 
faculties. I feek the fiddle or the ftute> 
fomething to raife, or fomething to calm 
my fpirits agreeably; gay flights, or Iboth- 
ing images. I do not diflike a fellotv, whol¥ 
imagination runs away with him, and whe^ 
has wit enough to be half mad; nor hinly 
who atones for a fcanty imagination by aft 
ample fund of oddnefles and fingularity. tf 
good fenfe and great knowledge prevail - ft 
little too much in any charadlier, I defined 
there may be at leaft fome ktent ridicule^ 
which may be called forth upon occafiont 
and render the perfon a tolerable companion. 
By this Iketch you may judge of my ac- 
quaintance. The dead friends, with whoni 
I pafs my time, you know. The living 
ones are of the fame fort, and therefore feW. 

I pafs over that part of your letter, which 
is a kind of an elegy on a departed mini- 
Acr*; and I promife you folemnly neither 
to mention him, nor think of him more^ 

♦ The earl of Oxford^ who died in 1724. 

till 
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till I come to do him juftice in an hiflory 
of the firft twenty years of this century, 
which I believe I fliall write, if I live three 
or four years longer. But I muft take a 
little more notice of the paragraph which 
follows. The verfes I fent you are very 
had, becaufe they are not very good : medi-- 
ccribus effe poetis non dii non homines y ^c. I 
did not fend them to be admired \ and you 
would do them too much honour, if you 
criticized them. P^^^took the beft party) 
for he faid not one word to me about them. 
AH I defire of you is to confider them as 
H proof, that you have never been out of 
my thoughts, though you have been fo 
long out of my fight; and,, if I remember 
you upon paper for the future, it (hall be 
in profe. 

I muft, on this occafion fet you right, as 
fo an opinion, which I ftiould be very forry 
to have you entertain concerning me. The 
term efprit forty in EngUJh free-thinker, is, 
according to my obfervation, ufually applied 
to them, whom I look upon to be the pefts 
of fociety; becaufe their endeavours are 
.dire6le4 to loofen the bands of it, and to 
take at leaft one curb out of the mouth of 
L 4 that 
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rif liQ ivas checked by^ half. ajifiKto/Pther^t 
.Nay^ they go farther*. r lUvje^cdcfl^^ 
t lefty and pompous ftrw3?ttrey 
AO th? hupihlc apd|4ain buildiftg'ofcflg^iirial 
Tcligioii. SoDlehaVj^objefted^^^^^ 
Mc th^ dfchitc^s ei les c(indergftiii^^^ 
that ywd in Engf^^of thr fcHta^ dtpiyou 
who build» or at tefidft repair ^/)|jt|uf(s,i|titd 
who flicw the roomi^^.thatv t* jftrfiRgtbc^ 
,Xom^part$of your ^ft^buildiii^K 
iwd even fap the fetirnktioa Qf.iJ>c ptk^. 
: And between: yQ^:^i: h Ml* rEH»nv?tibfts 
charge may be jtrf^cd in fcveral inftftnoe^; 
but ftiU your intent^n^i$ not:torikmoIi4}f: 
•whereas the efpr$f-J^.rh ^^ ft4«-^i(tteef, 
18 fo fet upon pttUing:idowi?^^)^i?tJl»i^ 
:about your ears^ that if he yr^^ let rtfofte, 
ke would deftroy the .other fhr being: ib :near 
it^ and mingle bcdli in one conrai^ tiH&v S 
'therefore not only difojTO, butc detleft^ this 
cha^afitei-. If indeed by ^nfc^jfy titSm^ 
thinker, you only mean a jnan»\<^wfaet make^ 
.a free ufe. of hia^feaf!bn> who foacohq^^ter 
truth without paflion : or prejudice^? land ^ 
heres iniviol^bly to ift^ . you meat) t a ^qfeM^o^ 
boneft m^n, and fuch aii one I i|ftbgiiMrito 



right andD^ong^y true and falfe, which We 
^adl'xc^^f Of" common ftnfc, which i« 
^^€ik (dwcry tmn by our bountiful Creft^ 
^tdTi^^and which moft men lofe by nftgledl, 
'i» the fight of the qiind, and ought to guido 
^tJl tepct^tion^ of it. To abandon this? rule, 
») gfuide oqr thoughts by any oth^^ is 
^fWl ar ia^ruFd> as it would be, if you Ihtfuid 
i^lSfc ifntyotir eyes, and borrow even the bcft 
4fefcffi ^t ever was in the family of the 
ftoftsi '"Whch you fet out upon one of your 
^i^y 'jd^lrnids. Such free-thinkers its diefe 
'f am 'litre you cannot, ieven in your apofto- 
libal capacity, difapprovc : for fince the 
tPtfth of the divine revektion of Chriftianity 

as evident, as matters of fa<a, on the belief 
of which fo mqch depends, ought to be, and 
agreeable to all Qiir ideas of juftice, theic 
Sfree^thinfcers i?iuft need? be Chriilians on 
^he beft foundation 5 on that, which St. Paul 
bimfelf eftablifhed, I think it was St. Paul, 
omnia pfoiafe, quod bonum ejly tenete. 

But you Ihave a further fecurity from 
tibefe free-thinkers, I do not fay a better, 
«fld it fc this : the perfons I am dcfcribing 
ihink fdr' th?xnfelves, and to therafelves. 

Should 
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Should they unhappily not be convinced by 
your arguments, yet they will certainly 
think it their duty not to difturb the peace 
of the world by oppofLng you The peace 

* Notwithftanding the declarations made by lord Bo^ 
Kngbnke in this letter, he left his writings againft /eli- 

{[ion to Mfr Mallet^ with a view to their being pub^ 
iflied, as appears by his will ; and with a pofitive and 
dire£l injunction to publifli them, as appears by a letter 
from Mr. Mallet to lord Hydt^ vifcoiuit Csmbury^ now 
in the Britijh Mufeum, We have therefore his lordfbip** 
own authority to fay, that he was one of the pefts of fo^ 
ciety, even if the opinions, which he has advanced againft 
icligion, are true j for his endeavour is certainly dircdcd 
to loofen the band of it, and to take at leaft oiic curb 
out of the mouth of that wild beaft man. Expreily to 
direft the publication of writings, which, he believed^ 
would fubvcrt the morals and tne happinefs of fociety, 
at a time when he could derive no private advantage 
from the mifchief, was perhaps an ad of wickedneis 
more purely diabolical, tnan any hitherto upon record 
in the hiilory of any age or nation* Mallet had a pecu- 
niary temptation to ad'aiBnate the morals and happinefs 
of his counlry at Bolinglroke^s inftigation : his crime 
therefore is not equally a proof of natural depravity, 
though it is impoiUble to fuppofe he had lefs conviction 
of the mifchief he was doing ; and it is alfo impoffible to 
fuppofe, that he could ferioufly think any obligation to 
print BoUngbroke's infidelity, in confequence of his in- 
jundion, equivalent to the obligation he was under to 
fupprefs it, arifing from the duty, which, as a man, he 
owed to human nature. 

The paragraph in lord Bolinghroie*s will, by which 
his writings are bequeathed to Mallet, the letter, 
which lord Cornbury wrote to Mallet, upon hearing he 
was about to publifb the letters, including thofe on Sa.-* 
cred hiftory, and Mallet's anfwer, are, for the reader^ 
fatisfaftion, printed at the end of this coUedion. Lord 

Cornbury'^ 
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happlfle^^ of mankind is the grtkt aim 
of thefe free-thinkers ; and, therefore, as . 
thofe among them, who remain incredulous, 
will not oppofe you, fo thofe, whom reafon, 
enlightened by grace, has made believers, 
may be ibrry, and may exprefs their forrow, 
as I have done, to fee religion perverted to 
purpofes fo contrary to her true intention^ 
and firft dcfign. Can a good Chriftian be- 
hold the minifters of the meek and hum- 
ble Jefus excrcifing an infolent and cruel 
ufafpation over their brethren ? Or the 
meffcngcps of peace and good news fetting 
all mankind together by the ears ? Or that 
religion, which breathes charity and uni- 
Vcrfal benevolence, fpilling more blood, 
upon reflexion and by fyftem, than the 
moft barbarous heathen ever did in the heat 
of action, and fury of conqueft ? Can he 
behold all this without an holy indigna- 
tion, and not be criminal ? Nay, when he 
turns his eyes from thofe tragical fcenes, 
and confiders the ordinary tenour of things, 
do you not think he will be fhocked to ob- 

C$mburfs letter is a monument, that will do more ho* 
nour to his memory, than all that mere wit or valour hat 
atchieved (ince the world began. 

fcrve 
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fcr^e metaphyfics fubftitutcd to the theory* 
"and ceretnony. to the pradicc of morality ? 

l inakc no doubt but you arc by this timo 
abundantly convinced of my prthodoxy, 
^d th^t you will name me no more in the 
fame breath with Spine/a^ whofe fyftem of 
one infinite fubftance I dcfpife and abhpr, 
as I have a right to do, becaufe t am able 
to fhew why I defpife and abhor it. 

You defire me to return home^ a^kj you 
proraife me, in that cafe, to Qorfic to, Lon-' 
don, Icladen with your travels. I^am. forry 
to tell you, x)\z,t London is, in my ap^r^* 
henfioh, as little likely as\DiB(^//» tj^ 
place of rendezvous, The^reafpns fpr^^t^^ 
appfehenfion J pafs over j but I cfahnpt 
agree to what you advaniqe with the air of a 
maxim, that exile is the, greateft puipj£^-^ 
ment to men of virtue, befawfe virtue cqb-. 
fills in loving our country. Exg9>|pe tj^e 
nature of this love^, from whenjpe it ai^if^is 
how it is nouriflied, w^hat the boupd?, au4 
mcafures of it are ; and after that, you vyiH 
difcover, how far it^ is virtue, . and whf reat 
becomes fimplicity, prejudice, folly, arid 
even enthufiafm. A virtuous n>an.j^ j?;sijfe 
may properly enough be ftiled unfortunate s 
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Ibit fee cannot be calkd unhappy. Yott 
rcoieoiter the reafdii, which Brutus ^ve^ 

"htczuikf wherever he goes^ he carries his 
Virtue with hinii There is a certaia bvlky 
volun^e, which grows daily, and the^ titlic^ 

Vhich miift, I think, be No£tes jGalhcet. 
There you. may perhaps one day or other Tec 
a diflertatibn'upon this fubjed : and to re- 
turn you threatening for threatening, you 
(hall be forced to rtad it out, though you 
yawri from the firft to the laft page. 

^ ' The word Ireland was ftruck out of the 
paper ybu liiention ; that is, to fatisfy your 
curiofity, and to kindle it anew, I will 
itell you^ that this anecdote, which I know 
not how you came b^-, is neither the only 

*ojie, nor the moft confiderablc one of the 
fariie kind. The perfon you are fo inqui- 
fitive about *, returns into England the lat- 
ter eiiS of 05lober. 5he has fo great a mind 
to fee you, that I am not fure (he will not 
undertake a journey to Dublin. It is not fo 

* fair from London to Dublin, as from Spain to 
Padua I and you are as well worth feeing 
its Livy. But I had much rather you would 
leave the humid climate, and the dull com- 

♦ His lordfliip's fccond wife, a French lady. 

pany, 



puy; irf which, according t6 yotir account,' 
a man might grow old between twenty and 
thirty. Set your foot on the continent^ I 
dare promife, that you will, in a fortnight, 
have gone back the ten years you lament io 
much, and be returned to that age, ac> 
which I left you. With what pleafure 
ihould I hear you inter vina fugam SteUde 
marere proterva? Adieu. 

LETTER CCXXn. 

Abb^ des F O N T A I N E S * i 
Monfieur SWIFT. 

A Paris, le 4 Juillct, 1725. 

J* A I rhonneur, monfieur, de vous en- 
voyer la 2de edition de votre ouvrage, que 
j'ai traduit en Franpis. Je vous aurois en- 
voye la premiere, fi je n'avois pas ete oblige, 
pour des raifons, que je ne puis vous dire, 
dlnferer dans la preface un endroit, dont 

• Peter Francis Guyet des Fontaines^ born at Roan ia 
Nirmandy^ 29 June, 1685. He entered into the fociety 



and died 2t Paris y 16 Decemhry ^74S> being well known 
for feveral workwS, and particularly for his Obfervations 
fur ies icrits modermsy in a great number of volumes. 




vous 



ytom n^auriez pas eu lieu d'etre CDateht, 
c^ue j'ai mis aiiiirement malgr^ moi.' 
Comme le livre s'ell debite fans contradic- 
'tion, ces raifons ne fubfiftent plus^ et j'ai 
aiiffit6t fupprime cet endroit dans la ado 
edition^ comme vous verrez. J'ai auffi cor-, 
rige Tendroit de monfieur Carteret, fur le-* 
quel j'avois eu de faux memoires, Vous 
trouverez, monfieur, en beaucoup d'endroits 
une traduilion peu fidele; mais tout ce qui 
plait en Jtnghterre, n'a pas ici le meme agre* 
ment; foit parce que les moeurs font diiFe- 
ffentes, foit parceque que les allufions et leB 
allegories, qui font fenfibles dans une pays, 
ne les font pas dans une autre ; foit enfin 
parce que le gout des deux nations n'eft 
pas le meme. J'ai voulu doniler auxFr^;z- 
jwi un livre, qui fut a leur ufage : voila cc 
qui m*a rendu tradu<9:cur libre et peu fidele. 
J'ai meme pris la liberty d'ajouter, felon 
que votre imagination eft echauffoit la mi- 
cnne, C'eft a vous feul, monfieur, que je 
fuis redevable de Thonneur, que me fait 
cette tradudtion, qui a ete debitee icy' avec 
une rapidite etonnante, et done il y'a deja 
trois editions. Je fuis penetr^ d'une fi grande 
cftime pour vous, et je vous fuis fi oblige, 

qui 
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f|ui fi la fupprefiiony que j'ai faite> ile yout 
^tisfait pas entierement^ je fairai voloiv- 
tiers encore d'avantage pour efl^er juiqu'au 
fbuvenir de cet endroit de la preface : aa 
furplus je vous fupplie» monfieur, de vouloif 
bien faire attention ala juftice, queje voui 
ai rendu dans la meme preface^ 

On fe flatte, monfieur> qu'on aura bien 
t6t rhonneur de vous pofleder ici. Tou$ 
vos amis voiis attendent avec impatience^ 
On ne parle ici que de v6tre arrivic; et tout 
Faris fouhaitte de vous voir. Nc deferred 
pas n6tre fatisfadtion : vous verrez un peu- 
pie, qui vous eftime infinement» En at* 
tendant je vous demande, monlieur, rhon* 
fteur de v6tre amiti^, et vous prie d'etre per-* 
fuad^, que perfonne ne vous honore plus 
que moi, et n'eft avec plus de confideratioa 
et d'eftvne, votre tres humble, et tret 
obeifTant ferviteur, 

L'Abb<t des FONT A I N E S. 

Mr. Arbuthnott a bien voulu fe charger 
de vous £aire tenir cette lettrt avec 
Fexemplairey que j'ai Tbonneur dt 
vous envoyer. 



LET- 



\. , L,^ T T E R .GGXXIIJ. : ^ 
^t. PO N SE de Monfieur S W'fFT. 

..... ( 

J L y a plus d un mois que j'ay recue v6tre 
fettre du 4, de Jui/kfy Monfieur ; mais Tex- 
cmplaire de ade edition de votre ouvrage 
ne m*a pas ete encore remis. J'ay lu la 
preface de la ' premiere ; et vous me per- 
mettrez de vous dire, que j'ay ete fort fur- 
^ris d*y YQir, qu'en me donnant pour pa- 
trie uh pais, dans lequel je fuis ne, vous 
ayez tfouv^ a propos de m^attribuer un li- 
vre, qui porte le nom de fon auteur, qui a 
«u Ic malheur de deplaire a quelques uns^ 
d^ 'rios miniftres, et qui je n'ay jarnais 
avoue. Cette plainte^ C^ui je fais de votre 
conduitc a mon egard, ne m'empeche pas de 
vous rendre jiiftice. Les tradudteurs cjonnent 
pQur la plupai't des louanges exceffives aux 
ouvrages, qu'ils' traduifent, et s'imaginent 
pcut etre, que leur reputation depend cu 
quel que f^^oa de ccUes djss auteurs, qu'ils 
gnt choifis. Mais vous avez fenti vos forces, 
qui vous mettent au deflus de pareilles pre- 
cautions. Capable de corrigcr un maiivais 
Vol- IL M livre. 
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livre, cntreprife plus diffidlc, qiie,celte 4^«ii 
compofer un bon, vous n'avez pasxraii\t^ 
de donner au public la tradudlion d'un ou-* - _ 
vrage, que vous aflurcz etre plein de polUr* 
foneries, defottifes, de puerilites, Nom. 
convcnons icy, que le gout des nations n'eft 
pas toujours le meme, Mais nous fomme$ 
portes a croire, que le bon gout eft meme le 
par tout, ou il y a des gens d'efprit, , de juge- 
ment ct de fcavoir. Si done les livres da 
fieur Gulliver ne font calculcs que pour les 
ifles BritanniqueSf ce voyageur doit pafTer 
pour un tres pitoyable ecrivain. Les inemes 
vices et le memes follies regnent par tout, 
du moins, dans tous les pais civilifes de 
VEurope,: ct Tauteur, qui n'ecrit que pour 
line ville, une province, un royaume ou 
meme un fiecle, merite fi peu d'etre traduit, 
qu'il ne merite pas d'etre lu. 

Les partifans de ce Gulliver^ qui ne laif- 
fent pas d'etre en fort grand nombre chez 
nous, foutiennent, que fon livre durera au- 
tant que notre langage, parce qu'il ne tire 
pas fon merite de certaines modes ou ma- 
nieres de penfer et de parler, mais d'une 
fuite d'obfervations fur les imperfedtion«^ 
les follies, et les vices de Thomme* 

Vous 



^ • Voas jugc2 bien, que les gens, dont je 
Vlefts de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort 
votre critique, et vous ferez fans doute fur- 
pris de fcavoir, qu*ils regardant ce chirur- 
gien de vailfeau, comme un auteur gi'ave, 
qui ne fort jamais de fon ferieux, qui n'em- 
prunte aucun fard, qui ne fe pique point 
d'avoir de Tefprit," et qui fe contente de 
communiquer au public dans une narration 
fimple et naive les avantures, qui lui font 
iriiv6cs, et les chofes, qu il a vu ou entendu 
dire pendant fes voyages. 

Quant a Particle qui regarde my lord 
Cartereff fans m'informer d*ou vous tirez 
vos memoires, je vous diray, que vous n*avez 
ccrit que la moitie de la veritd ; et que ce 
Drapier ou reel ou fuppofe a fauve VIrlande, 
ehthettant toutela nation contre un projet, 
qui devoit enrichir au depenfe du public 
an certain nombre de particuliers. 
' PlujSeurs accidens, qui font arrive, m'em- 
pechcr6nt de faire le voyage de France pre- 
fentement, et je ne fuis plus aifez jeune 
pbur me flatter de retrouver une autre oc- 
c^fion. Je fcais, que j'ay perdu beaucoup, 
€t je fuis tres fenfible a cette perte. L*uni- 
que confolation, qui me refte, c'eft de fon*- 
M 2 ger. 
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iyftcmof father Mallehrancbe^ and who is 
fond of going a miflionary into the We^ 



nion of Bermudas ^ and fpending the remain- 



1 Dr. Berkeley formed a defign of fixing an univerfity 
in the Bermudasy for the improvement of our colonies, 
and the education of /wi/W, to be employed as miffio- 
naries among their countrymen. For this college he 
obtained a charter, in which he was appointed prcfidcnt, 
and a certain number of fellpws, felefted by himfelf, 
were incorporated ; but the defign mifcarried for want 
of money. The lyftem of Mallehxanche here referred to, 
was, " that our ideas are diftind from our underftand- 
ing, and that we fee all things in God." In other words, 
that material objects are not the caufes of our ideas, 
Berkeley^ in the early part of his life, wrote a difli'ertation 
againft the exiftence of material beings, and external 
objed:s, with fuch fubtilty, that Whtjion acknowledged 
himfelf unable to confute it, and recommended the talk 
to Dr. Clarke, The Dr. however did not perform it \ 
and the diflertation remains unanfwered to this time, 
except what has beer; attempted by Baxter in his treajife 
on the foul. 

Bayle fays, that Mallebranche's fyftem was only that of 
Democritusy amended and unfolded. 

See a farther account of Dr. Berkeley^ in a letter from 
Swift tc lord Cartereiy dated September 3d, 1724, lately 
publiflieJ in two pofthumous volumes hy Mr. D/flu^ 
Swift. 
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Other natural comfort of life is to be had 
there, better than here. As to imaginary 
and artificial pleafures, we are philofophers 
enough to defpife them. What fay you ? 
Will you les^ve your Hibernian flock to fome 
other fliepherd, and tranfplant yourfelf with 
mc into the middle of the Atlantic ocean ? 
We will form a fociety more reafonable, 
and more ufeful, than that of dodtor Berk^ 
lefi cbllege : and I promife you folemnly, 
as fupreme magiftrate, not to fufFer the 
currency of Wood's halfpence: nay, the 
coiner of them ihall be hanged, if he pre- 
jfumes to fet his foot on our ifland. 

Let me hear how you are, and what you 
do; and if you really have any latent 
kindnefs ftjll at the bpttom of your heart 
for me, fay fomething very kind to me, 
for I don't diflike being cajoled. If your 
heart tell^ you nothing, fay nothing, that 
I may take the hint, and wean n^yfelf from 
you by degrees. Whether I fhall qompafs 
it or no, God know$; but, furely this is 
the propereft place in th? world to renounce 
friendfliip in, or to forget obligations. 
Mr. Ford fays, he will be with us again 
^ by the beginning of the winter, Your 
M 4 Jiar 



\ 
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Jlar^ will probably hinder you from taking 
the fame journey. Adieu, dear dean. \ | 
had fomething more to fay to you, almoft 
as important as what I have faid already* 
but company comes in upon mc, and re- 
lievcs you. 

LETTER CCXXV. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT^ 

DEAR SIR, London, Oftober 17th, 1723^ 

I H A V E the vanity to think, that a ftvf 
friends have a real concern for me, iand ate 
uneafy when I am in diftrefs ; in confe-. 
quence of which, I ought to communicate 
with them the joy of my recovery. I did 
not want a molt kind paragraph in your 
letter to Mr. Pope^ to convince me, that 
you are of the number ; and I know, that X 
give you a fenfible pleafure in telling you, 
that I think niyfelf at this time almoft per- 
fectly recovered of a moft unufual and dan- 
gerous diftemper, an impofthume in the 
bowels ; fuch a one, that had it been in the 
hands of a chirurgeon, in an outward and 

• Mrs. Johnfonj the lady whom he celebrated by the 
name Stella, 

flefhy 
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flefhy part, I fhould not have been well 
thefe three months, Duke Difney^ oiir old 
friend, is in a fair way to recover of fuch 
another. There have been feveral of them 
occafioned, as I reckon, by the cold and 
wet feafon. People have told me of new 
impojliires (as they called them) every day. 
Poor, Sir tVilliam Wyndham is an impojvure: 
I hope the Bathy where he is going, will 
do him good. The hopes of feeing once 
more the dean of St. Patrick' % revives my 
fpirits. I cannot help imagining fome oF 
your old club met together like mariners 
after a ftorm. For God's fake do not tanta- • 
Hze your friends any more. I can prove by 
twenty unanfwerable arguments, that it is 
abfolutely neceflary, that you (hould come 
over to 'England j that it would be commit- 
ting the greateft abfurdity that ever was, 
not to do it the next approaching winter. 
I believe, indeed, it is juft poflible to fave 
your foul without it, and that is all. As 
for your book * (of which I have framed 
to myfelf fuch an idea, that I am perfuaded, 
there is no doing any good upon mankind 
without it) I will fet the letters myfelf. 



♦ Gulliver\ travels* 



rather 
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itathcr than that it ihould not be publifbed. 
But before you put the finifliing hand to it, 
it is really neceffary to be acquainted with 
fome new improvements of mankind^ that 
have appeared of late, and are daily appear- 
ing. Mankind has an inexhauftible fource 
of invention in the way of folly and mad- 
nefs. I have only one fear, that when you 
come over, you will be fb much coveted 
and taken up by the miniftry ; that, unlefs 
your friends meet you at their tables, they 
will have none of your company. This \s 
really no joke ; I am quite in earneft. 
Your deafnefs is fo neceflary a thing, that 
I almoft begin to think it an affedtation. 
I remember you ufed to reckon dinners. 
I know of near half a year's dinners, where 
you are already befpoke. It is worth your 
while to come to fee your old friend Lewis, 
who is wifer than ever he was, the beft of 
hufbands, I am fure I can fay from my own 
experience, that he is the beft of friends. 
He was fo to me, when he had, little hope 
I fhould ever live to thank him. 

You muft acquaint me before you take 
journey, that we may provide a convenient 
lodging for you amongft your friends. I am 

called 



exiled aw^ ibis moment, and have only 
time to add, that I love and long to fee yori, 
gind am moft fincerely, dear Sir, your moft 
faithful humble fervant, — 
. JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCXXVI. 

Dn A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. S W I F T, then in London 

DEAR SI R, (Indorfed, 1726.] 

I HAVE been at your lodgings this 
inorning, but you was out early. Her 
royal highnefs begs the honour of a vifit 
from you on T^hurfday night at feven o'clock. 
You are to be attended by, dear Sir, your 
Qioft faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

I hope you will not engage yourfelf at 
that hour ; but I (hall fee you before 
that time. Tuefdqy^ 3 o'clock. 

♦ The Dean went to London in the beginning of 
jfpriLy 1726^ and this invitation was made by her royal 
highnefs, afterwards queen Caroline^ foon after i but is 
uncertain on what day. 
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LETTER CCXXVII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL f , 

Twickenham, July 15, 1726. 

I WISH you would fend me a com-* 
mon bill in form upon any banker for one 
hundred pounds, and I will Wait for it„ 
and in the mean time borrow \V^here I can. 
What you tell me of Mrs. Johhfony I have 
long expeded, with great oppreffion and 
heavinefs of heart. We have been perfeft 
friends thefe thirty-rfive years. Upon my 
advice they both came to Ireland^ and have 
been ever fince my conftant companions; 
and the remainder of my life will be a 
very melancholy fcene, when one of them 
is gone, whom I moft efteemed, upon the 
fcore of every good quality, that can pofli- 

f This gentleman was a foundling, and Swift ufed 
to call him Melchifedeck^ becaufe Melchifedeck is faid to- 
have had neither father nor mother : he was a clergy- 
man, a mafter of arts, a reader, and a vicar of Swifts 
cathedral, and mafter of the fong : he was ntarly of the 
Dean's own ftanding in the college,, had gooi fenfe,^ 
and much humour. His wife was a woman of grfeat 
fprightlinefs, good- nature, and generofity ; remarkably 
cleanly, and elegant in her perfon, in her houf^, and at 
her table ; the i)ean therefore was of his guefls, and 
contradled great intimacy with him. 

4 Wy 
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bly recommend a human creature. I have 
thefip twa months feen through Mrs, J^mg- 
lefs difguifes And, indeed, ever fince I 
left you, my heart hath been fo funk, ths^t 
I have not been the fame man, nor ever 
fhall be again; but drag on a wretched life^ 
till it fhall pleafe God to call me away. I 
muft tell you, as a friend, that if you have 
reafon to believe Mrs. John/on cannot hold 
out till my return, I would not think of 
coming to Ireland; and, in that cafe, I 
would expert of you, in the beginning of 
September^ to renew my licence for another 
half year ; which time I will fpend in fome 
retirement far from London^ till I can be in 
a difpofition of appearing, after an accident, 
that mull be fo fatal to my quiet. I wifh it 
could be brought about, that flie might 
make her will. Her intentions are to leave 
the intereft of all her fortune to her mother 
and fifter, during their lives, and after- 
wards to Dr. Stephens's hofpital, to pur- 
chafe lands for fuch ufes there, as flie defigns. 
Think how I am difpofed while I write this, 
and forgive the inconfiftencies. I would 

X Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs. ^ohnforis 
danger, in tendernefs to the Dean, 

not 
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not fctr the unnrerfe be prefentit fiich a 
trial of feeing her depart. She will bcf^ 
among friends, that, upon her own ^ccounfi 
and great worth, will tend her with all 
poflible care, where I fhould be a trouble 
to her, and the greateft torment to myfelf^ 
la cafe the matter fliould be defpcrate, I 
would have you advife, if they come to 
town, that they fhould be lodged in fome 
airy healthy part, and not in the deanry; 
which befides, you know, cannot but be a 
very improper thing for that houfe to breathe 
her laft in. This I leave to your difcretion,' 
and I conjure you to burn this letter imme- 
diately, without telling the contents of it 
to any perfon alive. Pray write to me every 
week, that I may know what fteps to take;' 
for I am determined not to go to Ireland^ 
to find her juft dead, or dying. Nothing- 
but extremity could make me fo familiar 
with thofe terrible words, applied to fuch' 
a dear friend. Let her know, I have bought 
hei; a repeating gold watch, for her eafe in 
winter nights. I defigned to have furprifed 
her with it ; but now I would have her 
know it, that (he may fee how my thoughts 
are always to make her eafy. I am ofc- 

opinion. 



opiiiioo^ that there is not a greater folly thin 
to contradl too great and intimate a friend- 
fhip, which muft always leave the furvlvor 
nuferable. On the back o£ Br^etan*s note 
there was written the account of Mrs* 
JoJbnfi^n's ficknefs. Pray^ in your next, 
avoid that miftake, and leave the backfide 
blank* When you havfe read this letter twice, 
and retain what I defire, pray burn it ; and 
let all I have faid lie only in your own 
breaft* Pray write every . week. I have 
(till I know further) fixed .on Auguji the 
fifteenth to fet out for Ireland. I ihall con- 
tinue or alter my meafures acording to your 
letters. Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr. Bobbsy of the college, that 
I. received his letter ; but cannot poffibly 
anfwer it, which I certainly would, if I 
had materials. As to what you fay about 
promotion, you will find it was given im- 
mediately to Mauky as I am told 5 and I 
alTure you I had no offers, nor would accept 
them. My behaviour to thofe in power 
hath been directly contrary, fince I came 
here. I had rather have good news from 
you than Canterbury; though it were given 
ne upon my own terms. 

X LET- 
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Lord BOLINGBROKE to tk 
Thee Yahoos of Tivickenbamy J Q N A* 
THAN, ALEXANt^ER. JOHN *, 

MOST EXCELLENT TRIUMVIRS O?. 
PARNASSUS, 

T HOUGH you are probably very in- 
different where I am, or what I am doing; 
yet I refolve to believe the contrary. I per- 
iuade myfelf, that you have fent at leaft 
fifteen times within this fortnight to^Daw^ 
ley farm, and that you are extremely mor- 
tified at my long filence. To relieve you 
therefore from this great anxiety of mind^ 
I can do no lefs than write a few lines tQ 
you and I pleafe myfelf beforehand with 
the vaft pleafure, which this epiftle muft 
needs give you. That I may add to tKis 
pleafure, and give you further proofs of 
my beneficent temper, I will likewife in- 
form you, that I fhall be in your neigh- 
bourhood again by the end of next vveek ; 
by which time I hope that Jonatharis ima- 

* J^lin Gay. 

t The country refidence of lord Bolinghroh^ near 
Cranford m Middiefex. 

gination 
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gination of bufinefs will be fucceeded by 
fomt imagination more becoming a pro- 
ftffor of that divine fcience, la bagatelle. 
Adieu, Jonathan^ Alexander, John I mirth 
be with you. 

From the banks of the Siverne^ July the 23, 1726. 

LETTER CCXXIX. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL, 

London, Auguft 6, 1726. 

At the time that I had your letter, with 
the bill, (for which I thank you) I received 
another from Dr. Sheridany both full of the 
melancholy account of our friend. The 
doftor advifes me to go over at the time I 
intended, which I now dcfign to do, and to 
fet out on Monday the fifteenth from hence. 
However, if any accident fliould happen 
to me, that you do not find me come over 
on the firft of September , I would have you 
renew my licence of abfence from the fe- 
cond of September 9 which will be the day 
that my half year will be out ; and fince it 
is not likely, that you can anfwer this, fo 
as to reach me before I leave London, I 
defire you will write to me, dircdtcd to 
Vol. IL N Mrs. 
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Mrs. Kenah^ in Ckefter^ where I dcfign Co 

fet up, andfhall hardly be there in lefs than 

a fortnight from this time i and if I flxould 

then hear our friend was no more, I might 

probably be abfent a month or two ia £>mc 

parts of Derbyjhire^ or Wales. However, 

you need not renew the licence till the firft 

of September ; and, if I come not^ I will 

write to you from Cbejler. This unhappy 

affair is the greateft trial I ever had ; and I 

think you are unhappy in having converfed 

fo much with that perfon under fach cir- 

cumftances* Tell Dr. Sheridan^ I had hiB 

letter ; but care not to anfwer it. I wifli 

you would give me your opinion, at Chc^ 

fiery whether I fhall come over or no» I 

ihall be there, God willing, on T^hurfday^ 

the eighteenth inftant. This is enough to 

lay, in my prefent fituation, I am^ (§c. 

My hvmble fervicc and thanks to 
Mrs, Worrall^ for the care of our 
friend, which I (ball never for- 
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LETTER CCXS3L 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, Efq; after- 
wards Earl of Bdfb, to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR S I LcMMlon, Se^i^ji^ 1726. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your kind 
letter at my lord Cbetisyn*si and tboogh 
yooliad ib much goodneis, as to forbid 
ray anfwering it at that time; yet I (bould 
be inexcufable, now I have perfeffly reco- 
vered my health and ftrength, if I did not 
fetom yoa my very hearty thanks for youf 
concern for me during my illne£s. Though 
our acquaintance has not been of long date, 
yet I think I may venture to affure yon, 
^at> even among your old friends, you 
have not many> who have a jufter regard 
for your merit than I have. I could wi(h, 
that thofe, who arc more able to fcrve you 
than I am, had the fame deiire of doing it« 
And yet methinks, now I confider it, and 
reflcft who they are, I (hould be forry they 
had the merit of doing fb right a thing. 
As well as I wiQi you, I would rather not 
have you provided for yet, than provided 
for by thofc that I don't like. Mr. IPope ttWs 
N a me. 
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mc, that we fliall fee you in fpring.. When 
we meet again, I flatter myfelf we fliall not 
part fo foon ; and I am in hopes you will 
allow me a longer fhare of your company 
than you did. All I can fay to engage you 
to come a little oftener to niy houfe, is, to 
proniife, that you fhall not have one difh 
of meat at my table fo difguifed, but you 
fliall eafily know what it is. You fliall have 
a cup of your own for fmall beer and wine 
mixed together ; you fliall have no women 
at table, if you don't like them, and no 
men, but fuch as like you. I wiflied migh- 
tily to be in London before you left at,, 
having fomething, which I would willingly 
have communicated you, that I do not think 
fo difcreet to truft to a letter. Do not let 
your expedtations be raifed, as if it vvas a 
matter of any great confequence : it is not 
that, though I fliould be mighty glad you 
knew it, and perhaps I may foon find a way 
of letting you do fo. 

Our parliament, they now fay, is not to 
meet till ^Sicr Chrijimas^ the chief bufinefs 
of .it being to give money. It may be pro-r 
per the minifters fliould know, a little be- 
fore it meets, how much farther they have 

run 
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. run the nation 'in debt, that they may pru- 
dently conceal or provide what they think 
fit. I am told, that many among us begin 
to grumble, that England (hould be obliged 
to fupport the charge of a very expenfiv^ 
war, whilft all the other powers of Europe 
are in peace. But I will enter no farther 
into public; matters, taking it for granted, 
that a lettq,r diredted to you, and franked 
by me, cannot fail of raifing the curiofity 
of fomq of our vigilant minifters, and that 
they will open it ; though we know it is 
not cuftomary for them fo to do. Mrs. Pul-^ 
teney is very much your humble fervant, 
and I am, with great truth. Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 

LETTER CCXXXI. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept. the i6th, 1726. 

Since I wrote laft, I have been al- 
ways upon the ramble. I have been in 
Oxfordshire with the duke and duchefs of 
^eenjberry, and at Feterjbamy and where- 
ibever they would carry me ; but as they 
N 3 will 
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will go to Wiltjhire without mc, on Tuejkf 
next, for two or three paonths, I believe I 
flhall then have finifhed my travels for this 
year, and fhall not go farther from London^ 
than now and then to Twickenham^ I faw 
Mr. Fope on Sunday^ who hath lately cf- 
capcd ^ very great danger ^ but is very much 
wounded acrofs his right-hand. Coming 
home ii} the dark, about a week ago, aloQC 
in my lord Bolingbroke'% coach from Dawley^ 
he was overturned, where a bridge has been 
broken down, near Whittoriy about a mile 
from his own houfe. He was thrown into 
the river, with the glafles of the coach up, 
^nd was up to the knots of bis perriwig in 
water. The footman broke the glafs to 
draw him out ; by which, he thinks he 
received the cut acrofs his hand. He was 
afraid he fhould have loft the ufe of his little 
finj;er, and the next to it \ but the furgeon, 
whom he fent for laft Sunday from London 
to exaipine it, told him, that his fingers 
were fafe, that there were two nerves cut, 
but no tendon. He was in very good health, 
^nd very good fpirits, and the wound in a, 
fair way of being foon healed*. The in- 

♦ Sec lord Bolirigit$ke*t. account of this accident, in 
his letter, da^ed Septmb^ 22d, 1726, 

I ftrudtiojRS 
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ifa-iidions you fent me to tommunicatc to 
the doctor ab^t the finger, I tranfcribed 
from your own letter, and fent to him; for, 
At that time, he was going every other day 
to Windfor Fork to vifit Mr. Congreve, who 
hath been extremely ill, but is now reco- 
vered. I dined and fuppcd on Monday laft 
with lord and lady Bolingiroie, at lord Ber-^ 
JM^\ at CranforJ, and returned to London, 
with the duke and duchefs of ^eenjberry, 
on Tue/day by two o'clock in the morning* 
You are remembered always with great re- 
fpedt by all your acquaintance, and every 
one of them wifhes for your return. The 
lottery begins to be drawn on Monday next, 
but my week of attendance will be the firft: 
in OSlober. I am obliged to follow the en- 
gravers to make them difpatch my plates for 
die fables ; for without it, I find they pro- 
ceed but very flowly. . I take your advice 
in this, as I wifti to do in all things, and 
frequency revife my work, in order to 
finifli it as well as I can. Mr. Pulteney 
takes the letter you fent him in the kindeft 
manner 5 and I believe he is, except a few 
excurfions, fixed in town for the winter. 
As for the particular affair, that you want 
N 4 to 
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to be informed in, we are as yet wholly in 
the dark ; but Mr. Pope will foUovfr your 
inftruftions. I have not feen Mrs. Howard 
a great while, which you know muft be a 
great mortification and'felf-denial ; but in 
my cafe, it is particularly unhappy, that a 
man cannot contrive to be in two places at 
the fariie time : if I could, while you are 
there, one of them fliould be always Dulh 
lin. But, after all, it is a filly thing to be 
with a friend by halves, fo that I will give 
up all thoughts of bringing this project to 
perfection, if you will contrive, that we (hall 
meet again foon. I am, dear Sir, your 
mofl: obliged and afFedionate friend, and 
fervant, J. Q A Y. 

LETTER CCXXXIL 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, September 20, 1726. 

I H AVE been balancing, dear Sir, thefe 
three days, whether I fliould write to you 
firft. Laying afide the fuperiority of your 
dignity, I thought a notification was due to 
me, as well as to two others of my friends : 
then, Iconfidered, that this was done in the 
public news, with all the formalities of re- 
ception of a lord lieutenant. I reflected on 

the 
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the dependency of Ireland; but, faidl, what 
if my friend fliould difpute this ? Then I 
confidered, that letters were always intro- 
duced at firft from the civilized to the bar- 
barous kingdom. In fhort, my alFediion, 
and' the pleafure of correfponding with my 
dear friend, prevailed; and, fince you moft 
difdainfuUy, and barbaroufly confined me to 
two lines a month, I was refolved to plague, 
you with twenty times that number, though 
I think it was a fort of a compliment, to be 
foppofed capable of faying any thing in two 
lines. The Gafcoyne afked only to fpeak one 
word to the the French king, which the 
king Confining him to, he brought a paper, 
and {'Qidyjignez, and not a word more. Your 
negotiation with the finging man is in the 
hands of my daughter Nancy y who, I can 
afTure you, will neglefl nothing that con- 
cerns you : fhe has wrote about it. Mr. 
Pope has been in hazard of his life by 
drowning : coming late, two weeks ago, 
from lord BoHngbroke^ in his coach and fix, 
a bridge on a little river being broke down, 
they were obliged to go through the water, 
which was not too high, but the coach was 
overturned in it; and the glafs being up, 
which he could not break, nor get down, he 

was 
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was very near drowned ; for, the footman 
was ftuck in the mud, and could hardly 
come in time to his afliftance. He had that 
in common with Horace^ that it was occa- 
fioned by the trunk of a tree ; but it was 
trunco rheda Ulapfa^ mque Faunas i£fum dextra 
kvabat ; for he was wounded in the kit 
hand, but, thank God, without any dan- 
ger ; but by the cutting of a large veffcl, 
lofl a great deal of blood. I have been with 
Mrs. Howard, who has a moft intolerable 
pain in on^ fide of her head. I had a great 
deal of difcourfe with your friend, her 
royal highnefs. She infifted upon your wit, 
and good converfation. I told her royal 
highnefs, that was not what I valued you 
for, but for being a fincere, honeft man, 
and fpeaking the truth, when others were 
afraid to fpeak it. I have httn for near 
three weeks together every day at the du- 
chefs of Marlborough' %y with Mr. Congreve, 
who has been like to die with a fever, and 
the gout in his ilomach ; but he is now 
better, and like to do well. My brother 
was like to be caft away going to France: 
there was a ihip loft juft by him. I write 
this in a dull humour, but with moft fincere 

afFedtioOj 
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r-afFedion, to an ungrateful man as you are, 
that minds every body more than me, except 
what concerns my intereft. My dear friend, 
fareweL 

LETTER CCXXXm. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dn SWIFT^ 

London, September the 22d, 172& 

A BOOKSELLER, who fays he is in 
a few days going to Dublin^ calls here, and 
offers to carry a letter to you. I cannot re- 
fift the temptation of writing to you, though 
I have nothing to fay more by this convey- 
ance, than I ihould have by that of the 
poft s though I have lately clubbed with 
Pope to make up a moft degant epiftle to 
yoQ in profe and verfe ; and though I wrote 
the other day the firft paragraph of that 
Chcdder * letter, which is preparing for 

• A Chedder letter, is a letter written by the contri- 
bution of feveral friends, each furnifliing a paragraph. 
The name is borrowed from that of a large and excellent: 
cbeefe made at Chedder in Gloucejierjhire^ where all the 
dairies contribute to make the cheefe, which is thus 
made of new milk, or frelh cream ; of which, one dairy 
not furnifliing a fufficient quantity, the common prac* 
tice is to make cheefe of milk or cream that has been fet 
by, till a proper quantity i% procured, and then part of 
i( at lead is ftale. 

you. 
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you. The only excufc then, which I can 
plead for writing now, is, that the letter^ 
wi^l coft you nothing. . Have you heard of 
the accident which befel poor Pope in go- 
ing lately from me? A bridge was down, 
the coach forced to go through the water, 
the bank fteep^ an hole on one fide, and a 
block of timber on the other, the night as 
dark as pitch. In fhort, he overturned, 
the fall was broke by the water ; but the 
glafles were up, and he might have been 
drowned, if one of my men had not broke 
a glafs, and pulled him out through the 
window. His right-hand^ was feverely cut; 
but the furgeon thinks him in no danger 
of lofing the ufe of his fingers: however, 
he has lately had very great pains in that arm 
from the fhoulder downwards, which might 
create a fufpicion, that fome of the glafs 
remains ftill in the flefh. . St. Andr^ fays, 
th^re is none. If fo, thefe pains are owing 
to a cold he took in a fit of gallantry^ 
which carried him acrofs the water to fee 
Mrs. Howard^ who has been extremely ill, 
but is4iiuch better. Juft as I am writing, 
I hear, that doctor Arbuthnott fays, that 
Pope s pains are rheumatic, and have no 

relation 



r€latk)n to ' his wound. He fufFers very 
much; I will endeavour to fee him to- 
morrow. Let me hear from you as often 
as you can afford to write, I would fay 
fomething to you of myfelf, if I had any 
good to fay ; but I am much in the fame 
way in which you left me, eternally bufy 
about trifles, difagreeable in themfelves, 
but rendered fupportable by their end ; 
which is, to enable me to bury myfelf from 
the world (who cannot be more tired of me 
than I am of it) in an agreeable fepulchre. 
I hope to bring this about by next fpring; 
and (hall be glad to fee you at my funeral. 
Adieu. 

LETTER CCXXXIV. 
Mr. G A Y to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Oaober the 22d, 1726. 

B E F O R E I fay one word to you, give 
me leave to fay fomething of the other 
gentleman's affair. The letter was fent ; 
and the anfwer was, that every thing was 
finiftied and concluded according to orders, 
and that it would be publicly known to be, 
£b in a very few days ; fo that, I think, there 

can 
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can be no occaficm for bis writing any moie 
about this affair. 

The letter you wrote to Mr. Popt^ was 
not received till eleven or twelve days after 
date ; and the poft-ofBce, we fuppofe, have 
very vigilant officers ; for they had taken 
care to make him pay for a double letter. 
I wifh^ I could tell you, that the cutting 
of the tendons of two of his fingers was 
a joke ; but it is really fo : the wound is 
quite healed; his hand is ftill weak, and the 
two fingers drop downwards, as I told yoa 
before * ; but, I hope, it will be very litde 
troublefome or detrimental to him. In 
anfwer to our letter of maps, pictures, and 
receipts, you call it a tripartite letter. If 
you will examine it once again, you will 
find fome lines of Mrs. Howard^ and fome 
of Mr. Pulteney^ which you have not taken 
the leafl notice of. The receipt of the veal 
is of Monfieyr Davaux, Mr. Pulteneft cook; 
and it hath been approved of at one of our 
Twickenham entertainments. The difficulty 

* In the preceding letter he fays, no tendori is cut : be 
muft therefore refet to a letter not in this coUe^on, if 
bit memory did not fail him* 

of 
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of the fauccpan, I believe you will find, is 
owing to a negligence in perufing the ma- 
iiufcript; for, if I remembe^- right, it 4s 
there called a ftew-pan. Your earthen 
veflel, provided it is clofe flopped, I allow 
to be a good fuccedaneum. As to the boil- 
ing chickens in a wooden bowl, I (hall be 
quite afhamed to confult Mrs, Howard ilpon 
your account, who thinks herfelf intirely 
negkdted by you, in not writing to her, as 
you promifed : however, let her take it as 
flic will, to ferve a friend, I'll venture to 
afk it of her. The prince and his family 
come to fettle in town to-morrow. That 
Mr. Pulteney expedted an anfwer to his let- 
ter, and would be extremely pleafed to hear 
from you, is very c?i tain ; for I have heard 
him talk of it with expedtation for above 
a fortnight. 

I have of late been very much out of order 
with a flight fever, which I am not yet quite 
free from. It was occafioned by. a' cold, 
which my attendance at the Guild-^Hall im^ 
proved. I have not a friend, who has got 
any thing under my adminiflration, but the 
duchefs of ^eenjberry, who hath had a be- 
nefit of a thoufand pounds. Your mention- 
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ing Mr. 'RoUinfon * fo kinldly will, I know^ 
give him much pleafurei for he always 
talks of you with great regard, and the 
ftrongeft terms of friendlhip. He hath been 
of late ill of a fever, but is recovered fo as 
to go abroad and take the air. 

If the engravers keep their word with 
mc, I fhall be able topublifli my fables fooii 
after Chrijimas. The dodtor's book -f- is 
intirely printed off, and will be very foon 
publiflicd. I believe you'll expefl:, that I 
Ihould give you fome account how I have 
fpent my time fince you left me. I have 
attended my diftreffed friend at Twickenham^ 
and been his amanuenjis^ which you know 
is no idle charge. I have read about half 
Virgily and half Spencer's Fairy-queen. I 
ftill defpife court preferments, fo that I 
lofe no time upon attendance on great men; 
and ftill can find amufement enough with- 
out quadrille, which here is the univerfal 
employment of life. 

1 thought you would be glad to hear 
from me, fo that I determined not to ftir 

• * A great friend of lord Bolhigbroke^ Dr. Swifty and 
Mr. Pope* He married the widow of John earl of 
If^tnchelfea,* i 

•\ ' Jrbuthnott's tables of antient coins, ^c* 

out 
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cut of my lodgings till I had anfwefed your 
letter : and, I think, I fhall very probably 
hear more of the matter (which I mention 
in the firft paragraph of this letter) as foon 
E9 I go abroad ; for I exped it every day. 
We have no news as yet of Mr. Stopford: 
Mr. Rollinfon told me he fhall know of his 
arrival, and will fend me word. Lord Bo^ 
Ungbroke hath been to make a vifit to ^xxWil^ 
Uam Wyndbam. I hear he is returned, but I 
have not feen him. If I had been in a bet- 
ter ftate of health, and Mrs. Howard J were 
> not to come to town to-morrow, I would 
Ji?ive gone to Mr. Pope*s to-day, to have 
dined with him there on Monday. 

You afk me how to addrcfs to lord 

B , when you are difpofed to write to 

him. If you mean lord Burlington, he is 
not yet returned from France, but is ex- 
pected every day. If you mean lord Ba^ 
tburfi, he is in Gloucejierjhire, and makes 
but a very ihort ftay ; fo that if you diredt 
to one of them in St. yames^s-fquare, or to 
the other at Burlington-houfej in Piccadilly, 
your letter will find them* I will make 

X Afterwards countefs of Suffolk^ from whom Gay at 
idiis time had expcdlations. 

Vol. II. Q your 
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your compliments to lord Cbefterfield and | 
Mr. Pulteney ; and I beg you, in return, to 1 
make mine to Mr. Ford. Next week I i 
lhall haVe a new coat, and new buttons, 
for the birth-day, though I don't know, 
but a turn-coat might have been more for 
my advantage. Your's moft fmcerely and 
affedlionately. 

P. S. I hear that lord Bolingbroke will be 
in town, at his houfe in Fallmalh next 
week. 

As we cannot enjoy any good things 
without your partaking of it, accept of the 
following receipt for ftewing veal 

Take a knuckle of veal ; 
You may buy it, or fteal. 
In a few pieces cut it : 
In a ftewing-pan put it. 
Salt, pepper, and mace 
Muft feafon this knuckle ; 
Then -f- what's join'd to a place. 
With other herbs muckle j . 

* This is fuppofed to be the receipt of Mr. Ptdtiuaf'ft 
cook, mentioned in the preceding part of this lctter^ 
verfified. ... 

t Vulgo, falary. 

That, 
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That, which killed king J Will: 

And what never* || ftands ftilL 

Some § fprigs of that bed 

Where children are bred. 

Which much you will mend, if 

Both fpinnage and endive. 

And lettice, and beet. 

With marygold meet. 

Put no water at all ; 

For it maketh things fmall, ' 

Which, left it fhould happen, 

A clofe cover clap on. 

Put this pot of * mettle 

In a hot boiling kettle. 

And there let it be 

(Mark the doctrine I teach) 

About — let me fee, — 

Thrice as long as you preach -f- : 

So fkimming the fat off. 

Say grace with your hat off. 

O, then ! with what rapture 

Will it fill dean and chapter I 

X Suppofed forril. 

B This is by Dr. BmtUy thought to be time, or thymet 
\ Parflcy, Vide Chamhtrlajne. 
• Copper. 

t ^ Which wc fuppofe to be near four hours.* 
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LETTER CCXXXV. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

London, November Stti^ 1726. 

I TAKE it mighty kindly, that a man 
of your high poft, dear Sir, was pleafed to 
write me fo long a letter. I look upon 
the captain Tom of a great nation to be a 
much greater man than the governor of it. 

I am forry your commiffion about your 
finger has not been executed fooner. It is 
not Nannfs fault, who has fpoke fcveral. 
times to Dr. Pepufch about it, and wrote 
three or four letters, and received for an- 
fwer, that he would write for the young 
fellow i but ftill, nothing is done. I will 
endeavour to get his name apd direiiion, 
and write fo him myfelf. 

Your books (hall be fent as directed: 
they have been-printed above a month ; but 
I cannot get my fubfcribers names -f*. I 
will make over all my profits to you for 

V * To a work, in 4to, intltled, Tabki dfaruimCoim^ 
IFei^ts^ and Meafuresy explained and cxempUJied in five-^ 
ral DiJJ'ertatiomJ 

the 
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the property of Gul/hers travels; which, 
I believe, will have as great a run as yokn 
Bunyan. . Gulliver is a happy man, that, at 
his age, can write fuch a merry book. 

I mAde my lord archbifhop's :|: compli- 
ments to her royal highnefs, who returns 
his grace her thanks ; at the fame time, 
Mrs. Howard read your letter to herfelf* 
The princefs immediately feized on your 
plaid 11 for her own ufe, and has ordered 
the young princefles to be clad in the fame. 
When I had the honour to fee her, fhe 
was reading Gulliver, and was juft come to 
the' paffage of the hobbling prince ; which 
ihe laughed at. I tell you freely, the part 
of the proje<fiors is the leaft brilliant. 
Lewis * grumbles a little at it, and fays, 
he wants the key to it, and is daily refin- 
ing. I fuppofe he will be able to publifh 
like Barnevelt \ in time. I gave your fer- 

X * Probably, archbifhop King of Dublin* 
- i The dean fent a prefent (?f feme filk plaids from 
Jrelandy for the princefs of Wales^ and the young prin^ 
ceffes. * 
7. f * ^rfifmus Lem^Jii<{9 

t This refers to a pamphlet, intitled, A Key to the 
Lock : Or^ a Treatife provingbeyond all Contradihion ihe 
4ang&dn$ Tendency of a late Poem^ iotitled, The Rape of 
ihiJLocky to Gjffvernment and Retigim. By Efdras Barne^ 
vehy Apothecary. The fecond edition of tiis piece was 
publiibed in J 7 15, in 8vo. 
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vice to lacy Harvey. She is in a litdc I 
fort of a miff about a ballad, that was 1 
wrote on her, to the tune of Molly Mog^ ] 
and fent to her, in the name of a begging 1 
poet. She was bit, and wrote a letter to the 
begging poet, and defired hin^ to change 
two double entendres j which the authors, 
Mr. Pidteney and lord Chejlerfieldj changed 
to fingle entendres. I was againft that, 
though I had a hand- in the firft. She is 
not difpleafed, I believe, with the ballad, 
but only with being bit. 

There has been a comical paper about 
quadrille :{:, defcribing it in the terms of a 
lewd debauch among four ladies, meeting 
four gallants, two of a ruddy, and two of a 
fwarthy complexion, talking of their 

a es, The riddle is carried on in 

pretty ftrong terms : it was not found out 
a long time. The ladies, imagining it to - 
be a real thing, began to guefs who were 
of the party. A great minifter was for 
hanging the author. In fhort, it has made 
very good fport. 

Gay has had a little fever, but is pretty 
well recovered : fo is Mr. Fope. We fhall 

X Written by Mr. Congreve. 

me. 
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meet at lord Bolingbrokes on Tburfday^ in ' 
town, at dinner, and remember you. Gul- 
liver is in every body's hands. Lord 5r^r- 
borougbj who is no inventor of ftories, told 
me, that he fell in company with a ma- 
iler of a fliip, who told him, that he was 
very well acquainted with Oulliver \ but 
that the printer had miftaken, that he 
lived in Wappingj and not at Rotherbithe. I 
lent the book to an old gentleman, who 
went immediately to his map to fearch for 
Lilliput. 

We exped war here. The city of Lon^ 
don are all crying out for it, that they 
fhall be undone without it, there being now 
a total ftoppage of all trade. I think one 
of the beft courfes will be, to rig out a 
privateer for the Weji Indies. Will you be 
concerned ? We will build her at Bermu- 
das^ and get Mr. Dean Berkeley''^ to be our 
manager. 

I had the honour to fee lord Oxford, who 
afked kindly for you, and faid he would 
write to you. If the projed: goes on of 

* He formed a defign of fixing an uftiverfity in the 
Bermudas, See note on BoU7igbroke% letter dated July 24, 

O 4 printing 
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printing fome papers^ he has promifed to 
give copies of fome things^ which I believe 
cannot be found elfewhere. My brother 
Robert has been very ill of a rheuxnatiim. 
Wiihing you all health and happinefs» and 
not daring to write my paper on the other 
fide, I muft remain, dear Sir, your moll 
faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCXXXVL 

Mrs, HOWARD (fmcc Countefs of ) 

to Dr. S W I F T. 

[Nov. 1726. 

I DID not exped, that the fight of my 
ring would produce the efFedts it has. I 
was in fuch a hurry to fhew your plaid to 
the princefs, that 1 could not ftay to put it 
into the fhape you defired. It pleafed ex- 
tremely, and I have orders to fit it up ac- 
cording to the firft defign i but as this is 
not proper for the public, you are defired 
to fend over, for the fame princefs*s ufc, 
the height of the Brobdingnag dwarf mul- 
tiplied by 2 \. The young princefles mufl: 
be taken care of j theirs mull: be in three 

fliares : 
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lhares t for a fhort method, you may draw 
a line of 20 feet, and upon that, by two 
circles, form an equilateral triangle ; then 
meafuring each fide, you will find the pro- 
per quantity and proper divifion. If you 
want a more particular or better rule, I re- 
fer you to the academy of Legado -f*. I am 
of opinion many of this kingdom will foon 
appear in your plaid. To this end it will 
be highly ncceflary, that care be taken of 
difpofing of the purple, the yellow and 
white filks; and though the greens arc 
for the princelTes, the officers are very vi- 
gilant; fo take care they are not feized. 
Don't forget to be obfervant how you dif- 
pofe of the colours. I fliall take all parti-* 
cular precautions to have the money ready, 
and to return it the way you judge fafeft, 
I think it would be worth your reflefiing 
in what manner the chequer might be bell 
managed. 

The princefs will take care, that you fhall 
have pumps fufficient to ferve you till you 
return to England ; but thinks you cannot^i 
in common decency, appear in heels *a 

t Sec Gulliver^ travels. 

• See Gulliver^s travels, v»^here high and low heels aro 
made the diitindion of political partiei . 

and 
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and therefore advifes your keeping clofe 
till they arrive. Here are fevcral Lillipu- 
tian mathematicians, fo that the length 
of your head, or of your foot, is a fuffi- 
cient meafure. Send it by the firft oppor- 
tunity. Don't' forget our good friends the 
500 weavers. You may omit the gold 
thread. Many difputes have arifen here, 
whether the Big-Endians and LeJfer^Endians 
ever differed in opinion about the breaking 
of eggs, when they were to be either but- 
tered or poached ? Or whether this part of 
.cookery was ever known in Lilliputf I can- 
not conclude without telling you, that our 
jfland is in great joy ; one of our yahoos 
having been delivered of a creature, half 
ram and half yahoo; and ^another has 
brought forth four perfeft black -f- rabbits. 
May we not hope, and, with fome proba- 
bility, expert, that, in time, our female 
yahoos will produce a race of Houyhnhnms ? 
I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

SIEVE YAHOO J. 

t This alludes to a famous impoftor, Alary Tofts ^ 
of Godalmin^ in Surry^ called the rabbitwoman, who, 
in Nov. 1756, pretended to be delivered of living rab- 
bits, and impofed, among others, upon St, Andree^ z 
phyfician, who was her advocate, I think, in print. 

X Sieve Yahoo is a name given by Szvifty in his Ga///- 
ver's travel?, to a com-t lady. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXVIL 

The EARL of PETERBOROW 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Novemb. 29, 1726. 

I WAS endeavouring to give an anfwer 
to your*s in a new dialed:, which moft of us 
are very fond of. I depended much upon 
a lady, who had a good ear, and a pliant 
tongue, in hopes (he might have taught 
me to draw founds out of confonants. But 
flie, being a profefled friend to the Italian 
fpeech and vowels, would give me no aflift- 
ance, and fo I am forced to write to you in 
the Taioo language. 

The new one in fafliion is much ftudied, 
and great pains taken about the pronun- 
ciation. Every body (fince a new turn) 
approves of it ; but the women feem moft 
fatisfied, who declare for few words and 
horfe-performance. It fuffices to let you 
know, that there is a neighing duetto ap- 
pointed for the next opera. 

Strange diftempers rage in the nation, 
which your friend the * dodor takes no 

* ? xo\)dh\y Arbuthnott. 

care 
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care of. In fome, the imagination ts ftruck 
with the apprehcnfion of fwclling to a giant, 
or dwindling to a pigmy. Others expeft 
an oration equal to any of Cicero's from an 
eloquent barb, and fome take the braying 
of an afs for the emperor's fpeech in favour 
of the Vienna alliance. The knowledge of 
the ancient world is of no ufe ; men have 
loft their titles i continents and iflands have 
got new names, juft upon the appearance 
of a certain book -f-. Women bring forth 
rabbits X » every man, whofe wife has 
conceived, cxpcds an heir with four Icgfc 
It was concluded not long ago, that fuch 
confufion could be only brought about by 
the black art, and by the fpells of a noto- 
rious fcribbling § magician, who was gene- 
rally fufpcded, and was to be recommended 
to the mercy of the inquifition. Indidt- 
mcnts were upon the anvil, a charge of 
Ibrcery preparing, and Merlms friends were 
afraid, that the exafperated pettifoggcrr 
would perfuade the jury to bring in billa^ra^^ 

■ ^ 

t Gulliv£r*s travels. 

% • Mary Tofts pretended to do this ; but being 
brought up to town, land well watched, the impofturc • 
was detected.' ... 

^ The dean. 

I For 
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For they pretended to bring in certain proofs 
of his appeantnce in fcveral fhapes, at one 
time a drapicr [| i at another a Wapping fur- 
geon **, fometimes a nardac, fomctimw a 
reverend divine- Nay more, that he could 
raife the dead ; that he had brought philo- 
fophesrs^^ heroes, and poet s in the fame ca- 
ravan from the other world ; and, after a 
few qucftions, had fent them all to play at 
quadrille in a flying ifland of his own. 

This, was the fcene not many days ago, 
and burning was too good for the wi^zard. 
But what mutations amongft the LiHtfuti^, 
anst The grcatcft lady in the nation re- 
folves to fend a p^ir of (hoes without heels 
to captain GtMi)er : (he takes w et armii 
the plaid from the lady it was ferit to, which 
is foon to appear upon her royal perfon ; 
and now, who but captain Gulliver ? The 
captain indeed has nothing more to do but 
to chalk his pumps, learn to dance upon 
die rope, and I may yet live to fee him a 
bifhop. Verily, verily, I believe he never 
was in fuch imminent danger of prefer- 
ment. Sir, your affeftionate tar. 

I In the d rapier's letters againit Wcod'^ halfpence. 
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LETTER CCXXXVIII. 

The EARL of PETERBOROW to 
Dr. SWIFT, with an Invitation, &c. 

I 

SIR, 

N E of your Irijh heroes, that, from 
the extremity of our Englijh land, came to 
deftroy the wicked brazen projedl *, defires 
to meet you on Monday next at Parforis^ 
Green. If you are not engaged, I will fend 
my coach for you. 

Sir Robert Walpoky any morning, except 
fCuefday and T^hurfday (which are his public 
days) about nine o'clock, will be glad to fee 
you, at his London houfe. On Monday y if I 
fee you, I will give you a fuller account. 
Your afFeftionate fervant, 

PETERBOROW. 

Saturday evening. 

♦ IVcofft halfpence. 
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LETTER CCXXXIX. 

Lady BOLINGBROKEf 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

de Dawleo ce premier Fevrier 1726-7. 

G N m*a dit, monfieur, que vous vous plai 
gnes de n'avoir point recu de mes lettres^ 
Vous avez tort : je vous traifte commes les 
divinites, qui tiennent conte aux hommes 
de leurs intentions* II y a dix ans, que j'ay 
celle de vous ecire ; avant que d'avoir 
rhonneur de vous connoitre Tidee, que je 
me faifois de votre gravite, me retenoit : de- 
puis que j'ay eu celuy de voir votre reve- 
rence, jeneme fuis pas trouvee affes d'ima- 
gination pour Thazarder. Un certain mon- 
fieur de Gulliver avoit un peu remis en 
mouvement cette pauvre imagination fi 
eteinte par Tair diC'LohdreSj et par dcs con- 
verfations dont je n'entend que le bruit, je 

f * Second wife of lord vifcount BoUnghroke^ born in 
France. She had been fecond wife of the marquis de Vilr- 
lettey chef d'efcadre, nephew or coufin to madame de 
Maintenon. See Voltatn Steele de Lewis XIV. torn. II. 
p. 106. edit. Amjlerdam^ 1764, 24^. She died i8th 
Marchy 1749., Lord BoUngbroke {\xxs\\t^ her, dying 15 
December 1751, aged 78.* 

voulu 
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voulii me falfir de ce moment pour vons 
ecrire mais jc tomboit malade, et je Tay 
toujours efte depuis trois mois. Je profite 
done, monfieur, de premier retour de m 
fante de vous rcmcrcier de vos reprochesi 
dont je fuis tres flattee, ct pour vous dire 
un mot dc mon ami monfieur Gulliver. 
J'apprcnd avcc une grande fatisfadtioi), qu'il 
vicnt d'etre traduit en Franfois, et commc 
mon fcjour en Angleterre a beaucoup re- 
double mon amitie pour mon pays et pour 
mes compatriotes, je fuis ravis qu'ils puif- 
fcnt participer au plaifir, que m'a fait ce 
bon monfieur, et profiter de fes decouvertes. 
Je ne defefpere pas que 12 vaifleaux que 
la France vient d'armer ne puiflent ^tre dc* 
ftine, a une embafiade ches me/?iurs Ics 
Houhnhnms. En ce cas je vous propoferai, 
que nous faflions ce voyage. En attendant 
jc fcay bon grc a un ouvrier de v6tre nation, 
qui pour inftruire Ics dames, Ics quelles 
commc vous fcavies, monfieur, (font icy un 
grand ufag^) de leurs evantails, en a fait 
faire ou toutes les avantures de notre veri- 
dique voyageur font depeintes. Vous jugez 
bien quelle part il va avoir dans leur con- 
verfation. Cela fcra a la veritd beaucoup 

de 
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" de tort a la pluye et au beautems, qui eti 
remplifoicnt une partie, et en moti particu- 
lier je ferai privee dcs very cold et very 
warm, qui font les peu mots, que j'entende* 
Je cottte de vous envoyer de ces eventails 
pzr un de vos amis, Vous vous eh ferez un 
merite avec les dames d' Ireldnde^ fi taht eft 
que vous en ayes befoin ; ce qui je ne crois 
pas, du moins fi elles penfent commes les 
Frangoifes. Le feigneur de Dawley^ Mr. 
PopCy et moy fommes icy ^ occup^s a boire^ 
manger, dormir, ou ne ainfaire priant Dieu 
qu'a rien, fi foit de Vou. Revenes ce prin* 
tcQis nous revoir, monfieur, attend v6tre 
retour avec impatience pour tuer le boeuf le 
plus pefant, et le cochon le plus gros, qui 
foit dans ma ferme : Pun et Tautre fcront 
' fervis en cntier fur le table de v6tre reve* 
rence, craint qu'elle n'aucunmon cuifinier 
deguifement. Vous brillieres parmy nous 
du moins autant queparmy vos Chanoins, et 
nous ne ferons pas moins empreffe a vous 
plaire. le difputerai a tout autre, etant 
plus que perfonne du mondc votre tres 
humble and tres obeifiante fervante« 
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LETTER CCXI.. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 



X HIS opportunity of writing to you i 
cannot negled^ though I ihall have kfs to 
fyy^ to you than I ihould have by anothcf 
convey anc€> Mr, Sfop/ord being folly in^ 
formed of all that pafles in this hoifteroui 
climate of ours, and carrying with hinv a 
cargo of our weekly productions* You will 
find anger on one fide> and rage on tht 
^ther ^ fatire on eaae £de> and defamation 
on the other* Ahl ou eft GrilhM? You 
fufier much where you are, as yoa tell me^ 
in an aid letter of y^isf^s^ which I have 
before me ; but you fuifer wkh the hope^ 
of paffing next fummer between Dawky atnl 
^vm:kenbam ; and the& hopes^ you Matter 
us, are enough to fupport your ^irits^. Re« 
member this ibienm renewal of yKmr engage* 
naertts^ Remember,' that though you are 
a Dean, you are not great enough to defpife 
the reproach of breaking your word. Your 
deafnefs muft not be a hackney excufe to 
you, as it was to Oxford. What matter, if 




February, the 17th, l^7^i^^. 
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you are deaf? what matter, if you cannot 
hear whut wc iay ? You arc not dumb, and 
we fhall hear you, and that's enough. My 
wife writes to you herfelf, and fends you 
ibme fans juft arrived from Lillip'uty which 
you will difpofe of to the prcfent Stella *, 
whoever fhe be. Adieu, dear friend ; I 
cannot in confcience keep you any longer 
from enjoying Mr. Stopford\ converfation* 
I am hurrying myfelf ^ here, that I may get 
a day or two for Dawleyy where Ihope^ 
that you will find me eftablifhcd at your 
return • There I hope to finifh my days in 
paft, without floth i and believe I fhall fcl-- 
dom vifit London^ unlefs it be to divert 
jnyfelf now and then with annoying fool? 
and knaves for a ijionth or two. Once more 
adieu J no man loves you better (ban your 
faithful. . 

♦ Mrs. Johnfon died the month preceding the date of 
this letter ; but confidcring the connexion betwe^ 
the Degn suid that lady, and the tendernefs, with which 
be was known to regret her lofs, this is a ftrange ex- 
|>re£on. 
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LETTER CCXLI. 
Mr. GAY to Dr- SWIFT. 

D E A R S I R, Whitehall, Feb. i8, 1726-7. 

I BELIEVE it is now my turn to write 
to you, though Mr. Pope hath taken all I 
have to fay, and put it into a long letter, 
which is fent too by Mr. Stopford : but 
however, I could not omit this occafion for 
thanking you for his acquaintance. I don't 
know whether I ought to thank you or not, 
confidering I have loft him fo foon, though 
' lie hath given me fome hopes of feeix^ him 
in the fummer. He will give you an ac- 
count of our negotiations together s and I 
may now glory in my fuccefs, fince I could 
contribute to his. We dined together t9- 
day at the dodtor's, who, with me, was in 
high delight upon an information Mr. Stop^ 
Jhrd give us, that we are like to fee you 
foon. My fables arc printed ; but I can- 
not ^et my plates finiflied, which hinders 
the publication. I expedt nothing, and am 
like to get nothing. It is needlefs to write, 
for yiv. Stopford QdiVi acquaint you of my 
affairs more fully than I can in^ a letter. 

.. - Mrs. 
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Mrs. Howard defires me to make her com- 
pliments; fhe hath been in an ill ftate of 
health all ihi^ winter, but I hope is fome- 
what better. I have been very much out 
of order myfelf for the moft part of the 
winter : upon my being let blood laft week, 
my cough and my head-ach are much better. 
Mrs. Blount always alks after you. I refufed 
fupping at BurUngton houfe, in regard to 
my health ; and this niorning I walked 
two hours in the park. The contenapt of 
the world grows upon, me, ^and J now begiii 
to be richer arid rich^ei: 5 for I find I could, 
every morping I awake, be content with 
lefs than I aimed at the day beforje. I 
fanfy, in .time, I fhall bring myfelf into 
that ftate, which no man ever knew before 
me. In thinking I Jiave enough, I really 
am afraid to be content with fo little, left 
my goqd friends fhpuld cenfure me for in- 
dolence, and the want of a laudable anibi- 
iion. So that it will be abfqlutely neceflairy 
ifor me to improve my fortune to content 
them. How folicitoiis is mankind, !^ pleafe 
others ? Pray ^ive my fincere feryice to 
Mr. Ford. Dear Sir, your's moft affedtion- 
ately, J. G A 

P 3 LET- 
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. LETTER CCXLIL 
Lord BbLINGBROkE to Dr. SWIFT. 

May the zSy 1727. 

I LIVED on:Tir5/% with yott and P&pt. 
Yefterday another of mj fntnAi found bii 
ivay to this r^roat ami I ihatl pafs t\ii% 
day alone. Would to God my whole life 
could be divided in the iamD manner^ two* 
thirds to friemkhip^ one third to myfelf^ 
and not a diMhent of it to thd world. 

In the epiftki a part of which you fliewed 
flie> mention is made of the author <Jf three. 
Occafional Letters -j*, a perfott intlrely un* 
known. I would have you infimiate thcre> 
that the only reafon Walp<yle can have iiad 
to afcribe them to a particular perlbn J, is 

. * DawleyJ 

t Printed in his lordfhip's works. They were firft 
pabliflied in Feb. 1726. 

X This perfbn was Mr. Ga^\ and tho\x^ Walpole was 
afterwards convinced, that Gay did not write the letters^ 
yet he never ceafed to do him ill olRces j atid preveiuea 
the queen> who declared fte would take up the hsu^ frofli 
providingfor him, though Swift defended him to her ma- 
jefty in perfon, and told her thc"wlu)le ^ory. &tt Gsfs 
fables, and a letter from the Dean to U6y Suffbli^ dajtedj 
Nov. 21, 1730; and another to lady Betty Germain^ 
dated Jarr. i732.-3> in the 2 vols, publiflicd by Mj?« 

I had 
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the authoritjr of one of his fpies, who wng*' 
glcs himfclf into the company oF.thofe^ 
who neither iQve, eftceili, nor fear the mi- 
niftef^ that he may repdrt, not what ho 
hears (fince^^iio man fpeaks with any free-- 
dom bofo^e him) bvit what- he guffTes. 

I was ii;Lterrupte4 yefterday when I leail 
expeded iti.. an4 I ^ gc>ing to-day to Lon^ 
dortf where I hear that my wife is not very 
welL Let me know how Mrs. Pope does. 

I had a hint or two more for you ; but 
they have flipped out of my memory. Do 
not "forget the fixty nor the twenty guineas, 
nor the.min-r— charadter transferred into 
the adminifiration. Adieu, I am very 
faithfully yout's, my dear and reverend 
Dean. I eliibrace Pope. 

Friday moxviitig^ 

.LET T E R CCXLIIL 
Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Friday, i6th June, 17^7. 

I S'EI^D you here inclofcd two letters, 
one for monfieur de Morville^ our fecretary 
of ftate, and the other for monfieur de Mai-- 
foHphoxh defirous and worthy of yourac- 

P 4 quaintance. 



( 2i6 ) 

quaintance. Be fo kind to go by Calais^ or 
by the way to Roiien. I will give you fome 
letters for a good lady, who lives in her 
country caftle juft by Rotien. She will re- 
ceive you as well as you deferve. There 
you will find two or three intimate friends, 
who are your admirers, and who have 
learned Englifh^ fince I am in England. All 
will pay you all the refpefts, and procure 
all the pleafures they are capable of. 
They will give you a hundred directions for 
P^r/>*, and provide you with all the requifite 
conveniences. Vouchfafe to acquaint me 
with your refolution. I fhall certainly do 
my beft endeavours to ferve you, and to let 
my country know, that I have the inefti- 
mable honour to be one of your friends. 
I am, with the higheft refped and efteem, 
your moft humble, obedient, faithful fer- 
vant, VOLTAIRE. 

♦ Swift^ at this time, was preparing to vilit tli^ lord 
Sclip^broke in Frattce. 
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L E T T E R CCXLm 

Monfieur VbtTAlkE a Monfieur le 
Comte de MORVILL^^ Miniftrc 
et Secretaire d'Etat a Verfailles. , 

MONSIJEGNEURi Jain 1727. 

Je mc fuis contente jafq[ue-icy d'admirer 
en iilencfe votre condtiite dans les afi^res de 
V Europe 3 mais il h^eft pas permis a uii 
homme^ qui ^ime'vdtre gloir^, ct au qui 
vous dtes aufli fendremcnt attache, queje 
le fuis, rdedemeurer plus long terns fans vous 
faire fes fincerfc complimens. 

Je ne pui« d'ailleurs me refufer ITibnneur, 
que me fait le celebre monfieur iSte?^, dc 
vouloir bien vous prefenter une de mes let- 
tres. Je fcai que fa reputation eft parveniie 
jufqu -a ^0(us, et que vpus avez envie de !e 
connoitre: il fait Thonneur d'une nation, 
que vous eftimez ; vous avez lu les tradudli- 
pns de plufieurs ouvrages, qui lui font at- 
tribuez ; et qui eft plus capable, que vous, 
monfeigneur, de difcerter les beautez d'uh 
original a travers la foibleffe des plus mau-^ 
vaifes* copies. Je croi que vous ne ferez 
pas fache de diner avec monfieur S'wtff, et 
' monfieur 
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monlicar le prefident Henault^ et je me flattc 
au que voos le regardere2& comme ttnc preuve 
de mon fincere attachment a v6tre perfonne 
la liberie^ que je prens de vous prefenter un 
des hommes dee plus extraordinaires que 
Vjingkterre a produit, et le plus capable de 
fentir toute Tetendiie de vos grandez quali^ 
tez* 

Je fuis pour toute ma vie> avec uo prafiond . 
refpc<^ et ud attachment remplia de la plus 
haute eilime^ moufeigueur^ vdtfetres hum-« 
ble^ et tree obeiflaot femteur, 

VOLTAIRE/ 

LETTER CCXLV. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT: 

Saturday, at Pope's, [June the 24th, I727*] 

X AM going to London^ and iatend to 
carry this letter, which I will give you> if 
I fee you, and leave for you, if I do notiea 
you* 

There would not be common ienfe io 
your going into France at this juncture, eve» 
if you intended to ftay there long enough to 
draw the fole pleafure and profit, which I 
propofe you fhould have in the acquaintance 



I am ready to give you there. Much lefi 
ought you to think of fuch an unmeaning 
journey, when the opportunity for quit^ 
ting Ireland for England is, I believe, fairly 
before yt)U To hanker after a court is 
fit for men with blue ribbands, pompous 
titles, and overgrown tflates< It is bdotv 
either you or me ; one of whom never mad« 
his fortune, and the other's turned rottefir 
at the very moment it. grew ripe. Bot^ 
without hankering, without afliiming a 
fuppliant ic^^izn^s air, you may fpendin 
England all the time you can be abfent from , 
Ireland^ Gf faire la guerre hfo^l. There has 
not been fo much inaddvity as you ima- 
gine ; but I- cannot anfwer for contingent 
cies. Adieu. 

If you can call on me to-morrow morn- 
ing, in your way to church, about terf 
o'clock, ybu will find me juft returning td 
Cranfird (tom the Pall-mall. 

I fliall return again to London on Monday 
evening. 

» See a letter from Dr. ^wift to Dr. SfHridan^ ist/^ 
a+th June^ 1727. vol. xii, p. 21 J, BathurJF% sditioii, 
prttited ^755. 
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, L E T T E R CCXLVI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Cranford, Tuefday. 

I HAVE fo fevcre a defluxion of rheum 
on both my eyes> that I dare hardly ftir 
abroad. You will be ready to fay, Phyfician, 
cure thyfelf ; and that is what I am about. 
I took away, by cupping, yefterday four- 
teen ounces of blood and fuch an opera- 
tion would, I believe, have done you more 
good than fteel, bitters, waters and drops. 
I wifh jfoAn Gay fuccefs in his purfuit ; but 
I thinlc he has fome qualities, which will 
keep him down in the world. Good God J 
what is man ? poliflied, civilized, learneji 
man ! A liberal education fits him for Ik- 
very; and the pains he has taken gives him 
the npble p.retenfion of dangling away life 
in an ante-chamber, or of employing real 
talepts to ferve thofe, who have none ; or, 
which is worfe than all the reft, of oaaking 
his reafon and his knowledge ftrw sail the 
pui^pofes of other men^ follies and vices* 
You fay not a v/ord to me about the. public, 
of whom I think as feldom as poflible. I 
^' . - - . ; v ^jporifider 
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confider myfelf as a man, with fome Httle 
fatisfaftion, and with fome ufe ; but I have 
no pleafure in thinking I am ^xiEngHfhmani 
nor is it, I doubt, to much purpofe to a<9: 
like one. Serpit enim resy qua proclivis ml 
pernicimy cum femel ccepitj labitur. Pturts 
enim difcunt quemadmodum hac fianU ^uam 
quemadmodum his refifiatur. Adi«u. 

Let me know how you do. If your 
landlord -f- is returned, my kindefl fervlccs 
to him. 

LETTER CCXLVII. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Sunday. [Indorfed,on going to FranceaboutJune,iy27.] 

Y^O U may be fure of letters from me to 
peoplet who will receive you with all the 
honours due to fo great a traveller, and fo 
exadt an*author. I am obliged to ftay in 
the country to-morrow, by fome bufinefs 
relating to my poor farm, which I would 
willingly make a rich one ; and for which 
purpofe a perfon is with me, who comes 
from Suffdk on my fummons. 



t Mr. P9piy the Dean being at Twichtnhm' 

On 
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On ^Mifdi^p by feven in the evenings I 
will certainly be in the PaU'-mall^ and there 
you fixall have, if you meet , me, and not 
othenvife, both my letters and inftru<^onS| 
which will be of uie to ypu» 

Raillery apart : iince you do go into 
France^ I fh^l be glad to talk with you 
fore your departui:e ; ami I fanfy you would 
not leave England without embracaing the 
man in England, who loves you beft. Adieu» 
My beft fcrvices attend all with you, 

t E T T E R CCXLVIII. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Tuefdajr. 

I RETURN you the papers, which I 
have read twice over lince you was here» 
' They are extremely well > but the Xiraftf* 
man has not only advertifed the public, that 
||ie intended to turn news-writerj he has 
begun, and for fome weeks continued to 
appear under that new charadler* This 
confideration inclines me to think, that 
another^turn might be given to the intro- 
dudion ; and perhaps this would naturally 
call for a f<mr(h letter from tSa^t Occafional 
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fFtiterr to zcQOunt for his fileQcc» to profib*- 
cute your argument^ to ftate the prefcnt dif^ 
putes about political afiairs ; and» in (boit^ 
to revite and animate the paper war. .Whoa 
we meet next» I will explain myfidf bettto 
liian I can do by a letter writ in hafte^ with 
mowers and haymakers about me« Adieui 
Let (hare my ^brace« with you. 

LETTER CCXUX. ] 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT- 

Thurfday, 

Lord x$fQ ill> aod fo much alone, 
the common fate of thofe who are out of 
power, that I have not left him one day 
fince mj return from Lipnden^ JLet niip 
know hQw you are. Say ibmethiug very 
kind from, me to Pc^e. Tofs Join Qojf 
orer the water toRicbmndy li be is wit^ 
jQSBu . Adieu. 

LETTER CCL- 

...» • ■ ^ 

Mr. PULTENEY to Mi, POPE. 

I AM obliged to you all for your ^WB^ 
|»liment, atidi when the Dean 14 iMl 

I enough^ 
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enough^ I hope to fee you in towdr Yott 
will probably find me a much happier maa 
than when you faw me laft ; for I flatter' 
myfelfy that in an hoar or two I fhall be 
once more bleffed with a fon. Mrs. Pulteney 
is now in labour: if fhe does well, and 
brings me a boy, I (hall not care one fix- 
pence how much longer Sir Robert governs 
England^ or Horace governs France. I am 
ever your's, W. P. 

Eleven o'clock, Tuijday mornuig. 

LETTER CCLL 
Mrs. HOWARD to Dr. SWIFT; 

Auguft, I727* 

I WRITE to you to pleafe myfelf. I 
hear you are melancholy becaufe you have 
a bad head, and deaf ears« Thefe are two 
misfortunes I have laboured under thefe 
many years, and yet was never peevifh with 
myfelf or the world. Have I more phi- 
lofophy and refolution than you ? Or am 
I fo ftupid I don't feel the evil ? Is this 
meant in a good-natured view ? Or do I 
mean, that I pleafe myfelf, when I infult 
«vtr you? Anfwer thefe queries in writing* 

if 
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if poifbii or odier methodf don't Ma^k 
you ibon to Appesir in peribn. Though f 
m^Ise 4afe of ypur <>*rft word poidbn^ give 
me leavfs tp tdl y6ii> it is iionfe&re i an4 
I defire you will take more care^ for die 
time to oome^ how endeavour to im^ 
pofe upon my underftandiog, by making no 
life of your omn, I am^ ; 

L E T T £ R CX:LI1/ 
Mrs. HOWARD to Dr. S W tVf. 

September, 1727* 

I DID defire you to write me a ioVe*let* 
ter ; but I never did defire you tol talk of 
marrying me. I had rather you and I 
Were dumb, as well a$ deaf, for ever, thaii 
Aat fhould happen. I would take your 
giddinefs> your hcad-ach, or any other com- 
plaint you have> to referable you in one 
eircumftance of life. So that I iafiil upon 
your thinking yourfelf a very hjappy man, 
at leaft whenever you make a comparifon 
between yourfelf and me. I likewife in^ft 
upon your taking no refolution to leave 
England till I fee you ; which muft be he!re^ 
for the moft difagreeable reafon in Jae, 
Vol. II. Q_ worm; 
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world, and the xnofl: (hocking : I dare not 
go to. you. Believe no body^ that talks to 
you of the queen, without, you are fure the 
perfon likes both the queen and you. I have 
been a flave twenty years, without ever rcr 
ceivii^ a reafon for any one thing l ewr 
obliged to do ; and I have now a mind 
to take die pleafure, once in, my life, of. 
abfolute power; which I cxpcQ: you to 
give me, in obeying all my orders, without 
one qucftion why I have given them. 

LETTER CCLIIL 

Chevalier RAMSAY * to Dr. SWIFT. 

REV, SIR, Paris, Auguft i, N. S. 1727. 

Mr ; Hooie having acquainted me with 
what goodnei^ and patience you have been 

♦ * jfxdrew MLhaei Ramfay^ knight of St, Lazarus itt 
France^ and do&or of laws of the univerfity of Oxford. 
He waslKirn in Scotland 9th of June^ 1686, and educated 
a Pnoteftant, but converted to the church of Roms in 
1709, by archbifliop of Cambray^ whofelifc he^ 

, publiilhed. In 1724, he was fent for to Rome by the 
Pretender, in order to be tutor to his two fons^; but the 
dmGofis and jealoudes of that court induced him to 
defire leave to return to Franct^ where he was appointed 
governor of the duke of Chateau-Thierry^ and^ifterwards 
of the prince of T ^irennc. He died 6 May^ 1 743, at St. 
Girmahi-en laie^ at the age of fifty-feven. He is well 
known foriis Travels of Cyrus ^ his Life of Marjbai Tu-- 
reniUy £icJ 

pleafed 
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pleafcd tb examine a performance of mine-f', 
I take this occafion to make ii^y acknow- 
Icdgments* Nothing could flatter me more 
fenfibly than your approbation. To acquire 
- the efteem of perfons of your merit is the 
principal advantage I could wifh for by be- 
coming an author^ and more than I could 
flatter myfelf with. I fhould be proud of 
receiving your commands, if I could be 
any way ufeful to you in this part of the 
worlds where, I aflTure you, your reputa- 
tion is as well edabliihed as in your own 
country. I am with the utmoft regard and 
efteem, reverend Sir, your moft humble^ 
and moft obliged, obedient fervant, 

A. R A M S A 

LETTER CCLIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL. 

London, Sept. 12, 1727. 

I HAVE not wrote to you this long time, 
nor would I now, if it were not neceffary. 
By Dr. Sheridan's frequent letters, I am 
every poft expedting the death of a friend, 

t The travels of Cyrus. 

Qjz with 
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With whofe lois I iball have my Httk re« 
gard for the few years^ that nature may 
leave roe4 I dcllre to know where my tw» 
friends lodge« I gave a caution to Mrs; 
Brents that it might not be m demo decade 
quoniam h^c minimi decet^ uti manifefiym eftt 
bs6eo enim maligws, qm Jiniftri hoc interpret 
tabuntur^ Ji eveniat ( quod Dein awrtatj ^ 
iUic moriatur. I am in fuch a CQiiditioh t)f 
health, that I cannot poilibly travel. DrJ 
Sheridan f to whom I wrote this laft poi^^ 
will be more particular, and fpare my weakf 
difordered head. Pray, anfwer all calls of 
money in your power to Mrs. Dingley^ aiiit 
dciire h«r to aik it* I can6ot come back 
at the time of my licence, I am afraid. 
Therefore the fecond or third day before it 
expires, which will be the beginning of 
OBober^ (you will find by the date of tht 
laft) take out a new one for another half 
year ; and let the fame claufe be in (of 
leave to go to Great Britain^ or ellewhere, 
for the recovery of his health) for very pro-» 
bably, if this unfortunate event fhould.hap-* 
pen of the lofs of our friend (and I havt 
no probability or hopes to exped: better) 
I will go to France, if my health will per- 
mit 
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mit me to forget myfelf *. I leave mv whole 
Jittle affairs with you ; I hate to tnink of 
thero* If Mr^ Deacon, or alderman P^/zr- 
Jcn^ convB to pay rent, take it on account, 
unjefs they bring yoii their laft acquittance 
to diredt .y;pu. But Deacon' owes me fe- 
venty-five pounds^ and intereft, upon his 
bgnd; So .that you are to take care, of giv^ 
ing him any receipt, in full of all accounts. 
I hope you and Mrs. Worrall have your 
^lealth. I can hold lip my head no longer. 
I am finccrelj jour's^ 

You need not troubje yourfclf to write, 
till you- have bufinefs i for it is uncertain 
where I ftiall be. 

LETTER CCLV. 

Dr, SWIFT to Mrs. HOWARDf, 
before his leaving England- 

MADAM, Sept, 1727. 

T HIS cruel diforder of deafnefs, at- 
tended with giddinefs, ftill confines me, I 

♦ Soon after the date of this letter the De^ went 
to Ireland \ and Mrs. Jobnfon^ after languifliing about 
two months, died, on the 3t8th of 'January ^ 17275 in the 
44th vear of her age. 

t fhis lady went, in the prime of her youth, to 
the court of ffamvir^ with her huftand, and became 

0.3 
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have been debating with myfelf, that hav- 
ing a home in Dublin not inconvenient, it 
would be prudent for me to return thither, 
while my ficknefs will allow me to travel. 
I am therefore letting out for Ireland ; and 
it is one comfort to me, that I am ridding 
you of a troublefome companion. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for all your 
civilities, and flhall retain the remembrance 
of them during my Hfe. I hopc you will 
favour me fo far, as to prefent my moft 
humble duty to the queen, and to defgribe 
to her majefty my forrow, that my difor- 
der was of fuch a nature, as to make mc 
incapable of attending her, as fhe was pleaied 
to permit me, I fhall pafs the remainder 
of my life with the utmoft gratitude for 
her majefty's favours *. I am, &c, 

of the bedchamber to the princefs of Brunjwsckj aftCN 
wards pruieefs of IVales^ and then queen Careltnsl Upon 
the death of queen jfnne^ (he came over with her mi- 
ftrefs, and was reckoned the greateft favourite zt Leice/iir- 
houfe. Some time after the acceffion of George II. fhe 
was created countefs of Suffolk^ and in a few years re- 
tired from court. She furvivcd her firft hufband, and 
married the honourable Mr. George Berkeley^ brother 
to lady Betty Germain^ in the year 1735. See Mrs. 
Borber\ letters, and thofc of lady Betty Germain^ in this 
collc<flion. 

* His opinion of this lady, and fenfe of her majefty's 
favours, arc cxpreffed very differenily in other places : 

it 
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LETTER CCLVI. 

pr. A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

^ London, November joth, 1727. 

I HAVE heard> dear Sir, with great plea- 
fure, of your fafe arrival ; and, which is 
more, of the recovery of your health. I 
think it will be the beft expedient for me 
to take a journey. You will know who 
the inclofed comes from ; and, I hope, will 
value mine for what it contains. I think 
every one of your friends have heard from 
you, exciept myfelf. Either you have not 
done me juftice, or they have not done 
you ; for I have not heard from them of 
my name being meiitioned in any of your 
letters. If my curiofity wanted only to be 
gratified, I don't Hand in need of a letter 
from yourfelfi to inform me wiiat you are 
doing; for there are people about court, 
who can tell me every thing, that you do or 
fay 5 fo that you had^beft take care of your 

it is therefore to be prefumed, they were changed by 
fome events fubfequent to this letter, though I think he 
was never aftervsrards in England See verfes on his ovi^n 
death, and the letter gf lady Eltz, Germain^ in this col- 
lection. 

0^4 condu(3:* 
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cjonduft. You fee of what iinportapcc yoii 
arc. However, all quarrels afidc, I mull 
^ you, |f you hate 9tty i|itereft ? Or^ do 
you think^ that I coold have> or procure 
any with my lord lieutenant, to adyancen 
relation of mine, one captain Innes, 1 ^hinl( 
colonel J^ilfonh regiment, and now iit 
Limertckf He i^ an exceeding worthy man, 
but has ftttck long in a low poft, fpr want 
of friends?* Pray tell rac which way I' (hall 
proceed in this mfl|ter. 

I wa$ yeftcrday with all your friends ar 
St. James't. There is certainly a fatality 
upon poor Gay. As for hoperof preferment 
there by favour, he has laid it afide. He ha» 
made a prcLtty good bargain (that is, c 
Smithfield one) for a little place iij the cu- 
ftom-houfe, which was to bring him in 
about a hundred a year. It was done as a 
favour to an old man, and not at all to Gay^ 
When every thing was concluded, the man 
repented, and faid, he would not part with 
his place. I have begged Gay not to buy an 
annuity upon my life ; I am fure I fhpuld 
not live a week. I long to bear of the fafc 
arrival of Dr. Delany. Pray, give my hum- 
ble? fervice to him. 



As 



As for news, it was wrote from Spain^ 
to me, from my brother in Prance, that 
the preliminaries were ratified, and yet the 
miniftry know nothing of it, Nay, fame 
told me, that the anfwer was rafher furly^ 
Lord T^ownjhend is very ill ; but I think, 
by the defcription of his cafe^ it is no( 
mortal. J was with our fri^pd at the back-* 
ftairs yeAerday, and had the honour to b« 
x:alled in, .and prettily chid for leaving 
off, Gf^. The firft part of the difcourfe wa$ 
about you, Mr. Fopt^ Curle^ and myfelC 
My family ^e well : they, and my brother 
in France^ and one that is here, all giro 
their fervicc to you. If you had been fp 
lucky as to have gone to Paris laft fummcir^ 
you would have had health, honour, and 
divcrfion in abundance ; for I will promife^^ 
you would have recovered of the fpleen. I 
fhall add no more, but my kindeft wifhes, 
^nd that I am, with the greateft affedtipa 
j^r>d refpedl, your's^ 
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LETTER CCLVIL 
Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I R9 In London, at the White Pcmike, 
Covent-Gardcn> i4tbD€c. 1727. 

Y^Q U will be furprizcd in receiving an 
^EMgliJh effay from ^French traveller. Pray, 
forgive an admirer of you, who owes to 
your writings the love he bears to your 
language, which has betrayed him into the 
rafli attempt of writing in Englifh. 

You will fee by the advertifement, that 
I have fome defigns upon you, and that I 
muft mention you, for the honour of your 
country, and for the improvement of 'mine. 
Do not forbid me to grace my relation wSth 
your name. Let me indulge the fatisfadlion 
of talking of you, as pofterity will do* 

♦ An effay on the civil wars of Franct^ which he 
made the foundation of his Henrtade^ an heroic poem^ 
fmce well known, rfe had heen imprifoncd in tfie 
BajUle, in PanSy but being releafed about the year 172^, 
he came to England^ and folicited fubfcriptions for bis 
poem. In about a year and an half, he had made himfelf 
mafterof our language; and, in 1727, when this letter 
was written, he pubiiftied the effay here mentioned, 
with an effay on the epic poetry of the European nations, 
from Homtr to Milton. 



In 
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In the mean time, can I make bold to 
intreat you to make fome ufe of your inte- 
reft in Ireland, about fome fubfcriptions for 
the Henriade which is almoft ready, and 
does not come out yet for want of a littla 
help ? The fubfcriptions will be but one 
guinea in hand, I am, with the higheft 
efteem, and the utmoft gratitude. Sir, your 
pioft humble and moft obedient fervant, 

VOLTAIRE- 

LETTER CCLVIII. 

Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT, 
afteri:he publication of the Henriade. 

S I R, 

I S E N T the other day a cargo of French 
dullnefs to my lord lieutenant. My lady 
Bolingbroke has taken upon herfelf to fend 
you one copy of the Henriade. She is defir- 
ous to do that honour to my book ; and, 
I hope, the merit of being prefented to you 
by her hands will be a commendation to 
it. However, if flie has not done it already, 
I defire you to take one of the cargo, 
which is now at my lord lieutenant's. I 
wifti you a good hearing ; if you have got 

it. 
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it, jrou want nothings I have su>t (eeo 
Mr. Pope this winter j but I have feen the 
third volume of the Mifcellanea > and the 
more I read your works, the more I am 
aOiamed of mine. I am> with reipe&it ' 
eilecm, and gratitude. Sir, your caoft hum- 
hie obedient fervant^ 

VOLTAIRE. 

LETTER CCLIX^ 
Mr. G A Y to Dr, S W I F T, 

DEAR SIK, Whitehall, Feb. the 15th, 1727-8. 

I H A V E deferred writing to you from 
tinie to time, till I could give you an ac- 
count of the Beggars Opera. It is afted at 
the play-houfe in LincolfiS'lm-'Fields with 
fuch fuccefs, that the play-houfe hath been 
crouded every night. To-night is the fif- 
teenth time of adting ; and it is thought it 
will run a fortnight longer. I have or* 
dered Motfe * to fend the play to you the 
firft opportunity. I made nointereft, either 
for approbation, or money i nor hath apy 
body been prcfled tq take tickets fOr my be- 
nefit: notwithftanding which, I think, { 



* ♦ Brmamn^ the bcfokfeller.* 

^ Ihall 
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(hall make an addition to my fbrttmeof he^ 
tween fix and fe?en hniulred pounds^ I- 
know diis^ account will give you ple^fatCt 
M I have pushed tiifoagh this precarieii*^ 
ajffair without fervility or flattery. 

As to any favours from great mcn^ I 'am 
in the fame ftate you left toe ; but I am t 
great deal happier, m I have no expe^-< 
tions. The duchefs of ^imenjherfy hatlt 
lignalized her frieftdfhip to me upten thi» 
occafion, in fuch a confpicuous manner^ 
that I hope (for her fakcl) you will take 
care to put your fork to alf its pro|i«r u^s^ 
and fufFer nobody for the future to put their 
knives in their mouths -f-^ Lord Cobbam 
fays, that I fhould have printed it in Italian 
over-againft the EngUJh^ that the ladiee 
might have underitood what they read. The 
outlandifh (as they now call it) opera hath 
been fo thin of late, that fome have called 
that the Beggar'^ Opera ; and, if the run 
contiiiues, I fear, I fhaU have remonflrances 
' drawn up againft me by the royal academy 
of mufic. As none of us have heard from 
you of late, every one of us arc in-^concera 
about your healths I beg we may hear 

t Sec the letter of ^#WOTjf^r 9th, 1719. 

^ . from 
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from you food. By my conftant atCend^ctf 
on this affaift I have almoft worried myfelf 
into an ill ftate of health i but I intend in 
£veor fix days to go to our country «-feati at 
Twicieniam, for a little^'^air* Mr « Po^e 
verjr fcldom in town.* ^Mm. fre- 
quently aiks after you, and deiires her com« 
pliments to you, Mr. George Arbuthnott, 
the dodlor's brother, is married to Mrs* 
Peggy RobinfofK 

I would write more^ but as to-night is 
for my benefit, I am in a hurry to go out 
about bufinefs. I am, dear Sir, your moil 
afifedionate and obedient fer?ant^ 

J. GAY. 

LETTER CCLXJ 
Mr- GAY to Dr, S W I F T/ 
DEAR SIR, March the 20th, 1727-8. ' 

I A M extremely forry, that yoiir difor-* 
dcr is returned ; but as you have a medi- 
cine, which hath twice removed it, I hope 
by this time you have again found the good 
efFeds of it. I have feen Dr. Delany at my 
lodgings 5 but, as I -have been for a few 
days with Mr. Pulte?iey at Cqfhioberryy I have 

not 
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not ytt returned hi^ , vifit- I went with 
him to wait M{>QA k}r(L^£^/i&^f and lord 
BoUng/brokesi bpth sA. whom defire me to 
make you their compHmmts. l«ady Bating^ 
broJu was wry much out of order^ and with 
^my lord is now at IXiw^* ihe expedisia 
letter from you« Mrs. Howard would glad)]!^ 
have the receipt you 4iave found fo much 
benefit by : jChe is happier than I have feen 
her, ever fince you have left us, for ihc is 
free as to her conjugal a£fairs» by articles 
of agreement. The Beggar's Opera hsxh 
been ad:ed now thirty-fix times, and was as 
fiiU the laft night as the firfi: ; and as yet^ 
there is not the leaft probability of a thin 
audience: though there is a difcourfe about 
the town, that the do<9:ors ■ of the royal 
academy of mufic defign to folicit againft its 
being played on the outlandilh opera days, 
as it is now called. On the benefit-day of 
one of the a€lrefles laft week, one of the 
players falling fick, they were obliged to give 
out another play, or difmifs the audience. 
A play was given out, but the audience 
called out for the Beggars Opera-, and they 
were forced to play it, or the audience 
would not have ftaid. 

I have 
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I kzSrt got by all this fuccdCt between fe» 
ten aad eight hundred poands ; and Ru6i 
dedading the whole charge of die houic^ 
hath cleared already near four thou£u)4 
pounds* In about a month I am going to 
Both with the ducfacft of Mar&cr^ugb^ and 
Mr« Congrruey for I have no expe&^on9 
of receiving any l^Mura from the court. 
The duchefs of ^tenjberry is in Wikjiare^ 
where ihe hath had the imail-pox in fo 
favourable a way^ that ihe had not above 
(even or eight on her face; ihe is now 
perfeAly recovered* There is a metzotintd 
print published to-day of Poify, the heroine 
of rile Beggar^ Opera* i who was .befbf« 
unknown, and is now in fb high voguie^ 
that I am in doubt, whether her fame does 
not furpafs that of the opera itfdfw I would 
not have talked fo much on this fubjed;# 
er upon any thing that regards myXelf, but 
to you : as I know you intcreft yonrfclf £a 
finccrely in every thing that concerns me, I 
believe you would have blamed me, if I had 
laid lefs, 

I faw Dr, Arbuthnott laft night with 
Mr. Lewis y at Sir William IFyndbanis, who, 

* Mifs Ffvum. 

if 
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if he had not the gout, would have anfwercd 
your letter you fent him a year and a half 
ago. He faid this to me a week fince, but 
he is now pretty well again, and fo may 
forget to write ; fot which reafon, I ought . 
to do him juftice, and tell you, that I think 
him a fincere well-wifher of your's. I have 
not feen Mr* Fope lattfy, but have heard, 
that both he ?ind Mrs^-fP^;^^ are very wclL 
I intend to fee him at Twickenham on Sun* 
, day next. I have not drank out the Gutbe-^ 
ridge cyder yet ; but I have not fo much as 
a fingle pint of port in my cellar. I have 
bought two pair of fheets againft your comb- 
ing to town, fo that we need not fend any 
more to jervais upon that account. ' I 
really mifs you every day ; and I would be 
content, that you (hould have a whole win- 
dow to yourfelf, and half another, to have 
you again. I am, dear Sir, your's moft 
affcdtionately. 

You have half a year's intereft due at 
Lady-day^ and now it is March the 20th, 
1727-8. 

t Mr, Popis mother. 
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LETTER CCLXI. . ,\ 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S "W I F r.''' ; 
DEAR SIR, Baths Majr the i6th» 17281;, 

I H A V E been at die Bath about ten days,*! 
and I have played at no game but once^i 
and that at backgammon with Mr. Leim * 
who i$ very much your humble fervant,*^ 
^Lord and lady Bdtingbroke are here 1 I think 
fhe is better : they ftay, as I guefs; about « 
fortnight longer. They both dcfircd mc 
to make their compliments ; as does Mr. 
Congreve%y who is in a very iH flate of 
healthy but fomewhat better lincc hit came 
here. I do not know how long I fhall ftay 
here, becaufe I am now, as I have been aU*. 
my life, at the difpofal of others. I drink 
the waters, and am in hopes to lay in a ftocfe' 
of health ^ feme of which I -wiih to com-^ 
municate to you. Dr. Delatiy toW me yo* 
had been upon a journey, and I really fenfy,^ 
taking horfe is as good as toking the -wa- 
ters : I hope you have found benefit by it. • 
The Beggar s Opera is aitcd here ; but Qiif 
Poify hath got no fame, though the aiftors?. 

t « Hedicd 19th Jaimarj*^, 1728-9.' ' ' ' 
. have 
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2iave got money. I have fent by Dr. D^- 
j^ny the bpcraj. Polly Peacbum and captain 
.^ocheatK I would have ient you my own 
Jbead (which is now engraving) to make up 
tdife gang, but it is not yet finifhed, I fup- 
pofe you muft have heard, that I had the 
honour to have had a fermon preached 
againft my works by a court-chaplaiA -f*, 
which I look upon as no fmall addition to 
my fame. Direct to me here s when you 
write I and the fooner that is, the fooner 
you'lLmake me happy* 

LETTER CCLXIL 
Mt. G A Y to Dr- S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, Bath, July the 6th, 

. Jl HE laft news I have heard of you^ 
was from Mr* Lancelot^ who was at thi^ 
place with lord Sufex, who gave me hopes 
of feeing you the latter end of this fummer. 
J. wiih you may keep that refblution, and 
take the in your way to town. You in 

t * Dr. Thomas Herring, then preacher to the focicty 
of Lincoln^S'Infty and ^ afterwards archbifliop of Canter- 
imty^ Dr. Svoifiy in the Intelligencer, III. publifbed 
in Ireland^ fpeaks with great afperity of Dr, Herring, on 
account of his ^mon j^gainft the Beggar'% Optra,* 

R 2 aU 
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all probability will find here fQmc, or moil 
of thofe you like to fee. Dr. Arbuthnott^ 
wrote to me to-day from Tunbridge^ where 
he is now for the recovery of his health, 
having had fevcral relapfes of a fever : he 
tells me he is much better, and that in 
Augujlh^ intends to come hither, Mr.COT- 
gt'eve and I often talk of you, and wifh you 
health, and every good thing*; but often, 
out of felf-intereft, we wifti you with us. 
In five or fix days, I fet out upon an excuf- 
fion to Herefordjhire, to lady Scudamore\ 
but fhall return here the beginning of Au- 
giijl. I wi(h you could meet me at GU" 
tJjeridge. The Bati) did not agree with lady 
Bolingbroke. Since fhe went to Dawley^ by 
her own inclination, without the advice of 
phyficians, fhe hath taken to a milk- diet, 
and writes me an account of prodigious good 
cfFedts in the recovery of her appetite and 
fpirits. The weather is extremely hot, the 
place is very empty. I have an inclination 
to ftudy, but the heat makes it impoffible, 

The d — of : * I hear hath run away* 

Hvith Polly Peachum^ having fettled 400A a 
year upon her during pleafure 5 and, upon 

* The duke of Eolton^ who afterwards married Mift 

difagrecment. 
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jiifagrccmcnt, 200 /. a year. Mr, Pope is 
in a ftatc of pcrfccution for the Dunciad: 
I wifli to be witnefs of his fortitude, but 
he writes but feldom. It would be a con- 
folation to me to hear from you. My 
portrait metzotinto is publiflied from Mn 
Hmvartts painting; I wifh to fend you one, 
but I fanfy I could get a better impreflion 
at London. I have ten thoufand things to 
talk to you, but few to write ; yet defer 
writing to you no longer, knowing you iii- 
tereft yourfelf in every thing, that concerns 
me, fo much, that I make you happy, as 
you will me, if you can tell 'me you are 
in good health ; which I wifh to hear every 
morning as foon as I awake. I am, dear 
Sir, your's moft affedtionately. 

LETTER CCLXIII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. WORRALL. 

September 28th, 1728. 

I H A D all the letters given me by my 
fcrvaht : fo tell Mrs. Brent -f and Dr. She^ 
ridan ; and I thank you for the great care 
you had in the commiflions I troubled you 



+ His houfckecper. 
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with. We have a defign upon SberidMJ 
He fcnt us In print a ballad upon BMlfyJpeUini 
in which he has employed all the rfaimer 
ho could find to that word; but we have 
found fifteen more> and employed them ia 
abufing his ballad, and Ball)fpeUm too. I 
here fend you a copy, and defire you will 
get it printed privately, and publidied^. 
I am ever your*s, (Sc. 

LETTER CCLXIV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR| London, December the 2d, * 1 

I THINK this is my fourth letter ; I 
am fare it is the third, without any anfwer. 
If I had any aflurance of your health, I 
(hould have been more eafy. I fhould 
have wrote to you upon this fubjedt above a 
month ago, had it not been for a report, 
that you were upon the road in your way 
to England ; which I fear now was without 
foundation. Lord and lady Bolingirpke arc 
in town : fbe hath been lately very ill, but 
is now fomewhat better. I have had a 
very fevere attack of a fever, which, by 

X See the verfes in vol, xiv. Swtft'z works, 8vo edition. 

the 



tJiiecare^fitKr friend 4riutb9t&R, h^i^ 
Ihope>> Abnoft^lieft i have bce]r€x>a^i- 
fincd about tea day 9> but .never to voj^A, 
£p that i hope foon to get abroad about tny . 
bufiiiert ; . that is» the care of the fecond- 
part of the Beggar's Opera^ which was at* 
mc^ ready for rehearfal ; but Rich received 
the duke of Gr^^«'a commands (upon an 
information, that he was rehearfing a play 
improper to be repreifented) not to rehearfe 
any new pfey whatever, till his grace hath 
{ten it. . What will becpme of it, I tnow 
not ; but I am fure, I have written nothing, 
that can be legally fup]^reffed, unlefs the 
letting vices in general in an odious light, 
and virtue in an amiable one, may give 
offence. I paffed five or fix months this 
year at the Bath with the duchcfs of Mari^ 
borough ; and then, in the view of taking 
care of myfelf, writ this piece. If it goes 
on, in cafe of fuccefs, I have taken care to 
make better bargains for myfelf : I tell you 
this, becaufe I know you are fo good as to 
interefl yourfelf fo warmly in my affairs, 
. that it is what you would want to know. 
I faw Mr. P^e on Fridify^ ^ who, as to his 
health, is jull as you left him. Dr. Arbuth- 
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m/f-pftcticttlarly 'defires his compHfneols; 
and Mra. Howard often alks Rafter you. 
Prince Frederick it expcftcd over this week. 
J hope to go abroad in two or three days. 
I wi(h I could meet you either abroad^ or 
at home. 

LETTER CCLXV. 
Mr- A Y to Dr.' SWIFT. 

From the Duke of Quccnlbcrry's, 
in Burlington-Gardens, 
DEAR SIR, March the 1 8th, 17 28-9- 

I H AVE writ tp you feveral times; and 
having heard nothing from you makes me 
fear my letters are mifcarried. Mr, Pope\ 
letter hath taken off my concern in fome 
degree i but I hope good w^cather will in- 
tirely re-eftablifli yoii in your health, I 
am but juft recovered from the fevereft fit of 
ficknefs, that ever any body had, who ef- 
caped death. I was feveral times given up 
by the phyficlans, and every body that at- 
tended me; and, upon my recovery, was 
judged to be in fo ill a condition, that I 
ihould be miferable for the remainder of 
my life : but, contrary to all expedtation, 
I am perfectly recovered, . and have no re- 
mainder 
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maindeif -of - the diftethpersi ^tKat smcftfed 
me, which were at the famci timei feVcr, 
afthmai and pleurify.^ I am now 1ft * the 
Awkt oi^eenjberry's houfe, and hauif-bcfen 
fo ever fince I left Hampjiead^^. whertf I x^as 
carried at a time, that it was thought I 
could not live a day. Since my coming to 
town, I have been very little abroad, the 
weathef has been fo fevere. 

\ muft acquaint you, (becaufe l know it ' 
will pleafe you) that during my ficknefs I 
had many of the kindeft proofs of frifend- 
fliip, particularly from the duke an^ d»- 
chcfs of Siueenjberryy who, if I had been 
their neareft relation, and neareft friend, 
could not have treated me with more con- 
ftant attendance ^ then ; and they continue 
the fame to me now. 

You muft undoubtedly have heard, that 
the duchefs took up my defence with the 
king and queen, in the caufe of my play, 
and that fhe hath been forbid the court for 
interefting herfelf to increafe my fortune, 
by the publication of it, without being 
afted/ The duke too hath given up his 
employments (which he would have done, 
if the duchefs had not met with this treat- 

ment) 



mtftt) u{tdn account of ill u^ige from the* 
minifter^; but this haftencd him in what< 
he had determined^ The play is now almoft 
printed, with the mufic, wordSf and bafesi 
engraved on thirty-one copper^plates» 
which, by my friends afliftance, hath a pro- 
bability to turn greatly to my advantage. 
The ducheffi of Marlborough hath given me 
a hundred pounds for one copy; and others 
have contributed very handfomely ; but, 
as my account is not yet fettled, I cannot 
tdl you particulars. 

' For writing in the caufe of virtue, and 
againft the fa(hionable vices, I am looked 
upon at prefent as the mod obnoxious per-^ 
fon aknoft in England. Mr. Fultertty tells 
me, I have got the ftart of him. Mr. Fopt 
tells me, that I am dead, and that this ob« 
Boxioufneft is the reward for my inoffen- 
fivenefS in my former life. I wifli I had a 
bciok ready to fend you ; but, I believe, \ 
fliall not be able to compleat. the work till 
the latter end of next week. Your money 
is ftiil in lord Bathurfi'^ hands; but, ! be* 
Kevc, I fhall receive it foon : I wifii to ren 
ceivc your orders how to difpofe of il. I am 
impatient to finifh my work, for I .want 

the 



the cooQ tty air ; Bot tint I am> illy / l^uit Ixi^ 
recover my ftreogtk; and I cannot leave thc^ 
work till it is finiflied* While r am: writ-^ 
ing this, I am in the room, next to our diar 
ing-room, with fheets all round it, and twa 
people from the binder folding iheets« I 
print the book at my own expence, itf 
quarto, which is to be fold for fix ihiliings; 
with the mufic. You lee I do not want 
induftry ; and, I hope you will allow, that 
I have not the worft oeconomy* Mrs* 
Howard hath declared herfelf Aronglj^ 
both to the king and queen, as my advocate. 
The duchefs of Slueenjberry is allowed to 
have (hewn more fpirit, more honour, and 
more goodnefs, than was thought poiiible 
in our times; I fhould have added too mioie 
underftanding.and good fcnfe. You fee my - 
fortune (as I hope my virtue will) increaiet 
by oppreffion, I go to no courts ; I drink 
no wine; and am calumniated, even by 
minifters of ftate, and yet am in good fpi«» 
rits, Moft of the courtiers^ though other-* 
wife my friends, refufed to contribute ta 
my undertaking. But the city and the pco^ 
pie of England take my part very warmly^ 
and, I am told, the beft of the citizens witt 

I . give 
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give mc proofs of it by their contribu- 
tions. 

I could talk to you a great deal more, 
btit I am afraid I fhall write too much for 
you, and for myfelf. I have not writ fo 
much together fince my ficknefs. I cannot 
omit telling you, that Dr. Arbuihnotf% at- 
tendance and care of me fhewed him the 
bcft of friends. Dr. HoUings^ though in- 
tirely a ftranger to me, was joined with him, 
and ufed me in the kindeft and moft hand- 
fome manner. Mr. and Mrs. Pulteney were 
greatly concerned for me, vifited me, anii 
fhe\\ed me the ftrongeft proofs of friend- 
fhip. When I fee you I will tell you of 
others, as of Mr. Pope, Mrs. Blounty Mr. 
and Mrs. Rollinfon, lord and lady Boling- 
b 'okcy &c. I think they are all your friends 
and well - wifhers. I hope you will love them 
the better upon my account ; but do not 
forget Mr- Lewis, nor lord Bathurji, Sir 
William Wyndham, and lord Gower^ and lord 
Oxford^ among the number. 
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LETTER CCLXyi. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, March 19th, 1729-9, 

TP H I S is the fecond or third time, dear 
Sir, that I have wrote to you, without 
hearing a word of you, or from you ; only, 
in general, that you arc very much out of 
order; fome times of your two old com- 
plaints, the vertigo and deafnefs, which I 
^m very forry for. The gentlemanj, who 
carries this, hath come better off than I did 
imagine : I ufed my little intereft as far as 
it would go, in bis afEiir. He will be able 
to give you fome account of youn rfriends, 
many of whom have been in great diftrefs 
this winter for Jo&n Gay. I may fay, 
without vanity, his life, under God, is due 
to the unwearied endeavours and care of 
your humble fcrvant : for a phyfician, who 
had not been paflionately his friend, could 
not have faved him. I had, befides my per- 
fonal concern for him, other motives of 
my care. He is now become a public per-r 
fon, a little Sac&everell; and I took the fame 
pleafure in faving him, as Radcliff'e did in 

preferving 
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prcfcrving my lord chief juftice Jfo//'s wife, 
whom he attended out of fpite to the huf* 
band, who wiQied her jdead. 

The inoffenfive John G^y is now become 
one of the obftrudliohs to the peace of £1^- 
rt^f the terror of the minifters^ the chief 
author of the Craft/man^ and all the fedi-^ 
tiou^ pamphlets, which have be^n publiOied 
againft the government* He has got feveral 
turned out of their places ; the greateft or- 
nament of the court bani(hed from it for 
his fake 5 another great lady in datiFgw of 
being cbajf^ likewife 5 about feven or eight 
duchefles puihing forward, like the antient 
circumcelliones in the church, who (hull fuf- 
fer martyrdom upon his account firft. He 
is the darling of the city^ If he (ho^uld 
travel about the country, he would have 
hecatombs of roafted oxen facrificed to him, 
fince he became fo confpicuous. Will. Ful^ 
teney hangs his head, to fee hinifelf fo much 
outdone in the career of glory. I hope he 
will get a good deal of money by printing 
his play ; but, I really believe, he would^ 
get more by fhewing his perfon : and,* I' 
can allure you, this is the very identical; 
John Gay^ v^hom you formerly knew, ^and 

lodged 




have been diverting myfelf wkh naakipg - 
an extradl out of a hiftory, which will be . ; 
printed in the year 1948. I wifti I had 
your affiftance to go through with it;; for 
I can aflure you, it rifeth to a very folemn 
piece of burlefque. 

As to the condition of your little club, 
it is not quite fo defperate as you might 
imagines for Mr- Pope is as high in fa- 7 
vour, as I am afraid the reft are out of it. 
The king, upon the perufal of the laft edi- 
tion of his Dunciad, declared he was a very 
honeft man. I did not know till this mo- 
men t> that I had fo good an opportunity 
to fend you a letter; and now I ki^ovir^ 
it, am called away, and am obliged to end ^ 
with, my heft wiflies and refpe(3:s,;beii)g— 
moft lincerely your's, 6fr. 



LETTER CCLXVII. 
Chevalier RAMSAY to Dr. SWIFT. 



NE of the greatcft pleafures I pro^;, 
pofed to mjrfelf in a journey to England^ - 
was that of feeing you at Lmdcm; and it is 
, * a very 
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1 very fenfible mortification to me t6 fitid 
myfelf difappointcd in fo agreeable an ex- 
pcdtation* It is now many years lincc I 
had the higheft eftecm of your genius and 
writings and when I was very young, I 
found, in fome of them, certain ideas, that 
prepared me for relifhing thofe principles 
of univerfal religion, which I have fincc 
endeavoured to unfold in Cyn^s. I could 
not let our common friend Mr. Lejley * go 
back to Ireland^ without feizing the oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the obliging zeal 
you have (hewn to make my work cftcemed. 
Such marks of friendfhip do me a great deal 
of honour, as well as pleafure, and I hope 
I have a thorough fenfe of them. As I 
have much enlarged my book, I am going 
to publifh a new edition by fubfcription. 
I have given an hundred copies of the 
propofals to our friend, and flatter myfelf, 
that I may count upon the continuation of 
your friendfliip. I am, with great reipedt. 
Sir, your moft obliged and moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

A. RAMSAY. 

♦ Son of the reverend Mr. Charles Lejley^ the famous 
Nonjuror. 

LET- 
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^ LETTER CCLXvm. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dn S W I F T^ 

DEAR SIR, London, May 8, 1729. 

I HAVE wrote three times to Mr* 
Dean of St. Patrick' without receiving fp 
touch as an acknowledgment of the receif 
of my letters. At the fame time 1 hear of 
other letters, which his acquaintances re* 
ceive from him. I believe I Ihould hardly 
have brought myfelf to have written this> 
were it not to ferve you, and a friend at thd 
fame time* 

I recommended one Mr. Majon, fon of 
Mq/bn, gentleman of the queen's chapel, a 
bary-tone voice, for the vacancy of a finger 
in your cathedral. This letter was wrote 
from BatA laft September. The fame Ma/on 
informs me^ that there is another vacancy: 
therefore 1 renew my requeft. I believe 
you will hardly get a better: he has a 
pleafant mellow voice, and has fung feveral 
times in the king's chapel this winter, to 
the fatisfaftion of the audience. I beg at 
Icaft your anfwer to this. Your friends ia 

Vol. II. S town. 
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town, fuch as I know, arc well. Mr. Ppft 
is happy again, in having his mother reco- 
vered. Mr. Gay is gone to Scotland with 
the duke of ^eemberry. He has about 
twenty lawfuits with bookfellers forepirat- 
ing his book. The king goes foon to Ha- 
nover. Thefe are all the news I know. I 
hope you don't imagine I am fo little con* 
cerned about your health, as not to defirc 
to be informed of the ftate of it from your- 
felf. I have been tolerably well this win* 
ter, I thank God. My brother Robin is 
here, and longs, as well as I, to know how 
you do. This, with my beft wifh^s and ' 
refpefts, from, dear Sir, your moft faithful I 
humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCLXIX. 

Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, June g, 1729. 

TP H I S is given you by Mr. Mafon, whom. 
1 believe you vv^ill find anfwering the char 
rafter I gave of him, which really was not 
^ partial; for I am not fo much as acquainted, 

with 
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"with his father or himfelf. I explained 
«very thing to him according to the tenor 
of the letter which I received from you 
ibme time ago, and for which I moft hear- 
tily thank you. Let him now fpeak for 
himfelf. I have been enquiring about a 
counter-tenof ; but have, as yet, no intel- 
ligence of any. 

I am really fenfibly touched with the ac- 
count you give of Ireland. It is not quite 
fo bad here i but really bad enough : at the 
feme time we are told, that we are in great 
plenty and happinefs. 

Your friends, , whom . you mention . in 
your's, are well. Mr. Gay is returned from 
Scotland^ and has recovered his ftrength 
by his journey. Mr. Pope is well ; he had 
got an injunftion in chancery againft the 
printers, who had pirated his Dunciad: it 
was dilTolved again, becaufe the printer 
could not prove any property, nor did the 
author appear. That is not Mr. Gay^ 
cafe; for he has owned his book. Mr. 
Pulteney gives you his fervice. They are all 
better than myfelf ; for I am now fo bad 
of a conftant convullion in my heart, that 
I am like to expire fometimes. We have 
S 2 no 
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no news, that 1 know of. I am apt to be- 
lieve, that, in a little time, this matter of 
the provifional treaty will be on or off. The 
young man waits for my letter. I fliatt 
trouble you no more at prefent, but re- 
main, with my beft wifhes, and moft fin- 
cere affedion, dear Sir, your moft faithful 
humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 

LETTER CCLXX. 

Lady CATHARINE JONES* 
to Eh-. SWIFT. 

SIR, Chelfca, June iith, 1729. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your let- 
ter of the 2 2d of May^ and own my obli- 
gation to Mr. Dean for the information of 
the decay of my grandfather's ^ ixronument 
in the cathedral church of St. Patrick. 

* *Ehughter of Richard czrl of Randagh^ who had 
been payoiaftcr-general and governor of CheUia hofpital, 
and great-niece to Mr. Boyle^ being one of the grand- 
daughters of his {\i\tr Cafharine coiim^fs of Ranelagh.^ 
t A monument credlcd to the memory of arcbbHbop 
yw/^j,and his fon lord vifcount Ranelagh. It was then in 
a ruinous condition i but repaired by the order of this 
lady. 
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. Mr. Frenck^ th« prcfcnt receiver of my 
father's eftate, will be, fome time nqxt 
month, ia that kingdom, whom I have 
ordered tdflksit upon you for your diireftion 
in that affair i in which, when he has in- 
formed me of the expence, I fhali imme- 
diately give diredions to have it done, 
agreeably to the defire of the dean and 
chapter, as well as the duty done to the 
piemory of my grandfather, without adding 
further trouble to Mr. Dean, from his mod 
humble and obedient fervant, 

CATHARINE JONES^ 

'LETTER CCLXXI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT, 

Aix-la-Chapelle, Auguft 30, 1729, N. S. 

I TOOK a letter of your's from Pope, 
and brought it with me to this place, that 
I might anfwer at leaft a part of it. * I be- 
^in to-day: when I ihallfinifh I know not; 
perhaps when I get back to my farm. The 
waters I have been perfuaded to drink, and 
thofc, which my friends drink, H^ep me 
fuddled or employed all the morning. The 
S 3 afternoons 
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tftemeons are fpent in airings or vifits,.and 
we go to bed with the chicken *. 

*j- ■ 

LETTER CCLlfiCII. 
Mr, G A Y to Dr, S W t F T. 

Middleton Stoney, Nov. the 9th, 1729. 

I HAVE long known you to be my 
friend upon fcveral occafions, and particu- 
larly by your reproofs and admonitions. 
There is one thing, which you have often 
put me in mind of, the over-running you 
with an anfWer before you had fpoken. 
You find I am not a bit the better for it ; 
for I ftill write and write on,' without hav- 
ing a word of an anfwer. I have heard of 
you once by Mr. Pope : let Mr. Pope hear 
of you the next time by me. By this way of 
treating me, I mean, by your not letting 
me know, that you remember me, you arc 
very partial to me, I fhould have faid, very 
juft to me. You feem to think, that I 
do not want to be put in mind of you, 
which is very true ; for I think of you very 
often, and as often wifh to be with you. I 

* ^ The reft of the letter is printed in Mr. Pope*$ 
works. Vol. IX, p. 141, fcf<r.' 

have 
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have been in^jg/ir^ir^ widi the -dttk6?of 
^eenjkerry for thcfe three months^ and 
have had very little correfpondence with 
any of our friends. I have employed my 
time in nevi^-writing a damned play, which 
I wrote feveral years ago, called ^he wife of 
Bath -f*. As it is approved or difapproved 
of by my friends, when I come to town^ I 
fliall either have it a<fted, or let it alone, 
if my * * brethren do not take offence at 
it. The ridicule turns upon fuperftition, 
and I have avoided the very words bribery 
and corruption.' Folly indeed is a word, 
that I, have ventured to make ufe of; but 
that is a term, that never gave fools offence. 
It is a common faying, that he is wife, that 
knows himfelf. What hath happened of 
late, I think, is a proof, that it is not li- 
mited to the wife. 

My lord Bathurft is ftill our cafhier: 
when I fee him^ I intend to fettle our 

t This comedy was the firft he wrote, and was 
unfuccefsfully performed at the theatre in Drury-Lane^ 
in the year 171 3. It was altered by the author, and 
revived feveral years after [1729-30 j at the theatre in 
Lincolris^inn-Julds^ and damned a fecond time, although 
the author's reputation was then at its height, from the 
uncommon fuccefs of his Beggar's Opera. 

S 4 accounts. 
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accounts, and repay myfelf the fire pounds 
cf the two hundred I owe you. Next week 
I believe I ihall be in town ; not at f^hite^ 
hall^ for thofe lodgings were judged not 
convenient for me, and were difpofed of. 
Diredt to me to the duke of ^eenjberry\ 
in Burlington-gardens % near Piccadilly * You 
have often twitted me in the teeth for han* 
kcring after the court. In that you miftook 
me; for I know by experiences that there i| 
no depen4ancey that can be fure/ but a de« 
pendance upon one's felf. I will take care 
pf the little fortune I have got. I know 
you will take this reiblution kindly, and 
you fee my inclinations will make me write 
tp you, whether you will write to me or no, 
I am, dear Sir, your's moft fincerdy and 
moft afFedtionatcly, 

J. GAY. 

P, S. To the lady I live with I owe my 
life and fortune: think of her with re- 
fpeft; value and efteem her as I do; 
and never more defpife a fork with three 
prongs, I wifh too you would not cat 
from the point of your knife *. She hath 

♦ See the letter of Feb. 15, . 1727-8. 

fo 
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fo iiuich goodriefs, virtue, and gcncrbli'ty; 
that, if you knew her, you would Ijave 
a pleafufe in obeying her as i do. She 
often wiihes fhe had known you. 

LETTER CCLXXIIL 
Lord B to Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR DEAN, February the 12th, 1729-^. 

I H A V E this moment received a letter 
from you ; but it is the firft I can call a 
letter: the other fcraps were only to direft 
me to convey your correfpondcnce to others* 
and I thought I anfwered them beft by 
obeying your commands. But now you 
have deigned to fend me one in form, with 
a proper beginning and ending, I will not 
wait even for a poft-day ; but I have taken 
pen and ink immediately to tell you, how 
much I think myfelf obliged to you, and 

how fincercly I am 

Well, I might end here, if I would ; but 
I can't part with you fo foon; and I muft 
let you know, that as to your money affairs,, 
though I have paid off "yohn Gay^ I flill keep 
the 200 /. for which I have given him a. 
note. I have paid him intcreil to this timo 

for 
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for it, which he iriuft account to you for. 
Now you muft imagine, that a .man, who 
has nine children to feed, can't long aflFord 
aUtJios pafcere nummos \ but I have four or 
five, that are very fit for the table *. - 1 
only wait for the lord mayor's day to dif- 
pofeof the largeft 5 and I fhall be furc of 
getting off the youngeft, whenever a certain 
great man makes another entertainment 
at Cbelfea. Now you fee, though I am 
your debtor, I am not without my proper 
ways and means to raife a fupply anfwer- 
able to your demand. I muft own to you, 
that I fhould not have thought of this me- 
thod of raifing money; but that you feemed 
to point it out to me. For juft at the time 
that fcheme came out, which pretended to 
be calculated only for Ireland^ you gave mc 
a' hint in one of the envelopes [anglice cq- 

• This alludes to a tracl of the Dean's, intituled, 
A modeft propofal for preventing the children of 
f)oor pcopk in Ireland from being a burden to their 
parents or country, and for making them beneficial 
to the public." The Dean had propofed many 
ufcful fchcmes, which having been ncgledled, he (ki- 
rically and humouroufly propofes to fatten and eat the 
children of the'poor, as the only remaining expedient to 
prevent mifcry to themfelvcs, and render them of feme 
benefit to the public, 
t ' Zir Robert IValpoU: 

vers] 
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vers] that yon wiftied I might provide fhr 
my numerous family ; and in this laft you 
harp upon the fame ftring. I did imme- 
diately propofe it to lady Batburji zs your 
advice, particularly for her laft boy, which 
was born the plumpeft, fineft thing, that 
could be feen; but fhc fell in a paffion, 
and bid me fend you word, that fhe would 
not follow your diredlion, but that ihc 
would breed him up to be a parfon, and 
he fliould live upon the fat of the land ; or 
a lawyer, and then, inftead of being cat 
himfelf, he fliould devour others. You 
know women in paflion never mind what 
they fay ; but, as flie is a very reafonabic 
woman, I have ahnoft brought her ovaer 
now to your opinion ; and having convinced 
her, that as matters flood, wc could not 
poflibly maintain all the nine, flie does be- 
gin to think it reafonable the youngeft 
fliould raife fortunes for the eldeft. And 
upon that foot a man may perform family 
duty with more courage and zeal ; for if he 
fliould happen to get twins, the felling of 
one might provide for the other. Or if, by 
any accident, whilft his wife lies-in with 
one child, he fliould get a fecond upon the 

body 
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body of another woman, he might difpofc 
of the fatteft of the two, and that would 
help to breed up the other. The more I 
think upon this icheme, the more reaibn* 
able it appears to me ; and it ought by no 
means to be confined to Ireland ; for in all 
probability we (hall, in a very little time, 
be altogether as poor here as you are £here. 
I believe indeed we fhall carry it farther, 
and not confine our luxury only to the eat<>- 
ing of children i for I happened to peep the 
other day into a large afiembly^not far 
from Wtfiminjltr^bally and I found them 
jroafting a great fat fellow . For my own 
part, I had not the leaft inclination to a 
nice of him ; but, if I gue£ed it right, 
foar in five of the company had a devilifh 
mind to be at him. You begin now to 
wiCh I had ended, when I might have done 
it fo conveniently. Well, Adieu. 

♦ * The parliament/ 
\ * Sir IMirt WalfoU: 
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LETTER CCLXXIV. i 
Mr. \G A Y to Dr. S W t F T- 

DEAR SIR5 LoDdon, March the .x.729-.3o«. 

I FIND you are determined not to write 
to me, according to our old ftipulation*^ 
Had I not been every poft for fome timCr 
in expedlation to have heard from you* I 
fhould have wrote to you before, to let 
you know the prefent ftate of your affair^,: 
Let me know what I lhall do with the inte- 
reft-money I have received. What I havd 
done for you, I did for myfelf, which will 
be always the way of my tranfafting any 
thing for you. My old vamped play got 
me no money ; for it had no fucccfs. I am 
going very foon into Wiltjhire with the duke 
of ^eenjberryj with intention to ftay there 
till the winter. Since I had that fetrere fit 
of ficknefs, I find my health requires.it ; for 
i cannot bear the town as I could formerly* 
I hope another fummcr's air, and cxcrcifc, 
will rcinftate mc. I continue to drink no- 
thing but water, fo that you can't require 
any poetry from me. I have been very fel- 
dom. abroad fince I came to town, and not 

once 
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once at court* This is no reftraint upon 
Qie^ for I am grown old enough to wiih for 
retirement. I faw Mr. Fopt a day or two 
ago in good fpirits, and with good wiihes 
for you. We always talk of you ; the 
dodkor does the fame. I have left off all 
great folks but our own family. Perhaps 
you will think all great folks little enough 
to leave off us, in our prefent fituation. I 
don't hate the world, but I laugh at it; for 
none but fools can be in earneft about a 
trifle. I am, dear Sir, your's moft affec- 
tionately. 

Direct for me at the D— — of ^ y in 

Burlington-gar de7is. 

LETTER CCLXXV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, March the 31ft, 1730. 

I EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to fet 
out for Wiltjhircy and am as impatient as 
you feem to be to have me get on horfe- 
back, I thought proper to give you this 
intelligence, becaufe Mr. Lewis told me 
laft Sunday, that he was, within a day or 
two, to fet out for the Batb ; fo that very 

foon 



foon you are' likc to have neither of ydfip 
cafhiers in town. Continue to<iire6t for me 
at this houfe : the letters will be fent to n>e, 
where-ever I am. My ambition, at prefent, 
is levelled to the fame point, that you di-^ 
redt .me to ; for I am every day building 
villakins, and have given over that of ca- 
ftles. If I were to undertake it in my pre-, 
fent circuiiiftance, I fhould, in the moft 
thrifty fcheme, foon be ftraitened ; and I 
hate to be in debt j for I can*t bear to pawn 
five pounds worth of my liberty to a taylor 
or a butcher. I grant you, this is not hav- 
ing the true fpirit of modern nobility ; but 
it is hard to cure the prejudice of educa- 
tion. I have made your compliments to 
Mr. P ; who is very much your hum- 
ble fervant. I have not feen the Dodtor, 
and am not like to fee his Roiien brother 
very foon ; for he is gone to China. Mr. Pope 
told me, he had acquainted theDodtor with 
the misfortune of the four hermitage. My 
lord Oxford told me, he at prefeat could 
match your's, and from the fame perfon. 
The Doctor was touched with your difap- 
pointment, and hath promifed to reprefent 
this affair to his brother, at his return from 
' China. 



( 2?^ ) 

China. I aflureyou, for all your gibes, that 
I wifli you heartily good wine, though I can 
drink none myfelf. When lord Bolingbn^t 
is in town, he lodges at Mr. Cbettcymi's, in 
Dtrver-Jlreet. I do not know how to dired 
to him in the country. I have been ex- 
tremely taken up of late in fettling a ftew 
ard's account. I am endeavouring to do all 
the juftice and fervice I can to a friend j 
fo I am fure you will think I am wcD cm- 
ployed upon this occafion. I now and then 
have feen Jo. Taylory who fays he hath a 
demand upon you for rent, you having 
taken his houfe in the country, and he be- 
ing determined not to let it to any body 
clfc ; and he thinks it but reafonable, that 
you fhould either come and live in it, of 
pay your rent. I neither ride nor walk; but 
1 defign to do both this month, and to be- 
come a laudable pradtitioner. 

The duchefs wiflies fhe had feen you, and 
thinks you were in the wrong to hide your- 
felf, and peep through the window, that 
day (he came to Mr. Popes. The duke 
too is obliged to you for your good opinion, 
and is your humble fervant. Jf I were to 
write, I am afraid I fliould incur the dif- 

pleafurc 
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pleafure of my fuperiors. I can^t for my life 
think fo well of them, as they themfelves 
think they dcfcrve. If you have a very 
great mind to pleafe the duchefs, and at the 
fame time to pleafe me, I wifh you wrould 
v^rite a letter to her, to fend to her brother, 
lord Cornbury^ to advifc him in his travels ; 
for, (he fays, fhe would take your advice ra- 
ther than mine ; and flie remembers, that 
you told her in the Park, that you loved and 
honoured her family. You always infifted 
upon a lady's making advances to you ; I 
do not know whether you will think this 
declaration fufEcient. Then too, when you 
were in England^ flie writ a letter to you, 
and I have been often blamed fince for not 
delivering it. 

The day the penfion bill was thrown out 
of the houfe of lords, lord Batburji fpoke 
with great applaufe. I have not time to go 
to Mr. Popes : in a day or two very proba- 
bly I {hall fee him, and acquaint him about 
the ufquebaugh. I will not imbezzle your 
intercft-money 5 though, by looking^ over 
your accounts, I fee how money may be 
imbezzled. As to my being engaged in an 
affair of this kind, I fay nothing for myfelf. 

Vol. II. ' T but 
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but that I will do all I can : for die red I 
leave jfe. l^aylor to fpeak for me. ToHky 
I dine with alderman Barber j tbo prdfent 
iherifiV who holds his feafl: in cxXf^ 
Does not Charterts^ tniifbrtunes * grifsve 
you ? For that great man is like tx> fave hi» 
life, and lofe fome of his money* A very 
hard caftf ! 

P. S. I am juft now come from the 
dermian's feaft» who had a v&f fiint 
dibner, ioid a very fine appearttfice 6f 
company* 
The poft is juft going away. 

LETTER CCLXXyi. 

Lortl B- — ^ — - to Dr. SWlFT* 

D E A R D E A N, June the jothj t73a 

I R £ A D a letter from ybu fome tiftit i^o^ 
which gave me infinite pleafure ; aftd I was 
going to retnrn yOu an anfwer imiiiediately : 
but when I fat down to write, i ib^^ my 
thoughts rolled upon the trifles^ which fill 
the fcene of life iii that bufy, fcnfelefs .place, 
where I then was ; and though I had no- 

• * He was condemned at the Old Bailef ofi the 27th 
of Feb. 1729*30. for a rape/ 
t London. 
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thing to do thcrc> at leaft nothing Wortli 
doing, and time lay upon tny hands, I was 
rcfolved to defer writing to you, till I could 
clear my head from that rubbifli, which 
every one mufl: contrad in that place. I 
cannot but fanfy, ifrone of our heads were 
diffedted after paffing a wintei^s campaign 
there, it would appear juft like a pamphlet 
fliop l you'd fee a colledion of treaties, a 
bundle of farces, a parcel of encomiums, 
another of fatires, Ipeedhcs, novels, fcrmons, 
bawdy fongs, addrelTes, epigrams, procla- 
mations, poems, divinity, leftures, quack 
bills, hiftorical accounts, tables, and God 
knows what* 

The moment I get down here, I fotmd^ 
myfdf quite clear from all thofe afiairs : 
but really, the hurry of bulinefs, which 
came upon me after a ftate of idlenefs for 
fix months, muA excufe me to you. Here 
I am abfolute monarch of a circle of above 
a mile round, at leaft one hundred acres of 
ground, which (to fpeak in the ftile of one 
of your countrymen) is very populous in 
cattle, fifh, and fowl. 

To enjoy this power, which I relifli ex-- 
tremely, and regulate this dominion, which. 

T 2 , I prefer 
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I prefer to any other, has taken up my 
time from morning to night. There arc 
TaJbm in the neighbourhood ; but having 
read in hillory, that the fouthem part of 
Britain was long defended againil: the Pi3s 
by a wall, I have fortified my territories all 
round- That wife people the CJhine/e, you 
know, did the fame thing to defend them- 
felves againft the Tartars. Now, I think 
on it, as this letter is to be fent to you, it 
will certainly be opened ; and I (hall have 
fpme obfervations made upon it, becauie I 
am within three miles of a certain caftle. 
Therefore, I do hereby declare, that no- 
thing herein contained (hall extend, or be 
oonftrued to extend, fo far : and further- 
more, I think myfclf in honour bound to ac- 
knowledge, that under our prefent juft and 
prudent miniftry, I do not fear the leaft 
molcftation from that quarter. Neither are 
the fortifications afore-mentioned in any- 
wife deiigned to keep them out ; for I am 
well fatisfied they can break through much 
ftronger fences than thefe, if they ihould 
have a mind to it. Obferve how naturally 
power and dominion are attended with fear 
and precaution. When I am in the herd, 

I have 
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I have as little of it about me as any body ; 
but now that I am in the midft of my own 
dominions, I think of nothing but pre- 
fcrving them, and grow fearful, left a cer- 
tain great man (hould take a fanfy to them, 
and tranfport them into Norfolk to place 
them in an illand in one of his new-made 
fifli-ponds. Or, if you take this for too 
proud a thought, I will only fuppofe i^ to 
be hung out under a great bow- window. 

In either cafe I muft confefs to you, that 
I don't like it. In the firft place, I am not 
fure his new-made ground may hold good : 
in the latter cafe, I have fome rcafon- to 
doubt the foundations of his houfe are not 
fo foUd, as he may imagine. Now, there- 
fore, I am not fo much in the wrong, as 
you may conceive, to defire, that my terri- 
tory may remain where it is : for, though 
I know you could urge many arguments to 
fhcw the advantages I might reap by beiqg 
fo nefir him, yet I hold it as a maxim, that 
he who is contented with what he has, 
ought not to rifque that, even though \xt 
ihould have a chance to augment it in any 
proportion. I Jiearned this from our friend 

? « Tp Houghton^ the feat of Sir Robert WalpoU: 
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Brajmus i and the corrupt notions, that nao^ 
ncy is power, and therefore every man 
ought to get as much as he can, in order to 
create more power to himfclf*, have no 
weight with nae. 

But now, to begin my letter to you, I 
have received four bottles of qfquebaugh, 
and fent three of them to Mr. Pape; fo that 
I have detained only one for myfelf. I don't 
believe, fuch inftance of honeftyj^ punc- 
tuality, difintereftednefs, and felf-denial, 
can be given in this age. The whole being 
in my power, I have with-held but the 
quarter part, I expedt, if ever I come to be 
fi great man, you will write a vindication of 
me, whether I am afperfed or not. Till 
then, I remain your pioft faithful and moft 
obedient fervant, 

LETTER CCLXXVII, 
Mr, GAY to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, Amefbury, near Salifbury in Wilt^ 
fhire, July the 4th, 173Q. 

O U tell me, that I have put myfelf 
put of the way of all my old acquaintance, 
fo ^hat unlefs I hear from you, I can know 

nothing; 
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jftothmg cf you. Js it not barbarous th^ to 
Jeave me fo long wrthoqit writing one wpr4 
ito me ? If yqu cftfi^t write to mc for my 
fake, m^thinks you jnigHt write for your 
own. How do yo!^ know whut k become 
of ygnr momy ? Jf yo» had drawn upon 
pie, when I expedtcd it, you might hav« 
had your money, for I was then in town; 
but I am now at Amefbury^ at the duke 
l^een/h^ry'$^ The ducbef? fendp ypu bfff 
ierviceg. I wifh you were here : I fanfjir 
you would like her and the pluce, Ypit 
might fanfy yourfelf at home j for we h^tvc 
a cathedral near us, where you might find 
ia hifliop of the fame nanus *• You might 
iide upon the downs, and write conje<!i:ures 
aipon Btmehenge. We JWe but five and 
twenty mijieG from >the Bathy and I was 
told this very evening by general DorTner^ 
j(who is here) that he heard Ibmewhere or 
other, that you had iome intentions of comr 
ing there ^he latter fcafon. I wifli any thing 
would bring us together, but your want of 
liealth. I have left off wine and writing ; for 
J really |lj>u||^ ^haf maii m«ft he a hold 

♦ * Dr. Benjamin Ho^dhy bifliop of Salijbury^ wHofc 
iwrothpr, Jffhn Ibaakf fuccd^dcd archbifhop King 
in ^ fee of publin^ 19th J^/iw^ry, 1729-30. 

T 4 writer. 
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writer, whotrufts to wit without it. I took 
your advice; and fome time ago took to 
love, and made fome advances to the lady, 
you ient me to in SaAo, but I met no return ; 
ib I have given up all thoughts of it, and 
have now no purfuit or amufement. A 
ftate of indolence is what I don't like ; 'tis 
what I would not chufc. I am not think- 
ing of a court, or preferment ; for I think 
the lady I live with is my friend, fo that I 
am at the heighth of my ambition J You 
have often told me, there is a time of life, 
that every one wifhes for fome fettlement 
of his own. I have frequently that feeling 
about me, but I fanfy it will hardly ever be 
my lot ; fo that I will endeavour to pafs 
away life as agreeably as I can, the way I 
am. I often wifh to be with you, or you 
with me ; and I believe you think I fay 
true. I am determined to write to you, 
though thofe dirty fellows of the poft-office 
do read my letters ; for fince I faw you, I 
am grown of that confequence to be ob- 
noxious to the men I defpife; fo that it is 
very probable in their hearts they think 
me an honeft man. I have heard from Mr. 
Pof>e but once fince I left London ; I was 

forry 
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forry I faw him fo feldom, but I had bufi- 
nefs, that kept me from him. I often wifli 
we were together again. If you will not 
write, come. I am, dear Sir, your's moft 
affeftionately. 

LETTER GCLXXVIII. 
Lord B to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Cirenccfter, Sept. the 9th, 1730. 

Y^OIT have taken all the precaution, which" 
a reafonable man could poflibly take, to 
break off an impertinent correfpondence, 
and yet it will not do. One muft be more 
ftupid than a Dutch burgomafter, not to 
fee through the defign of the laft letter. ** I 
fhew all your letters to our Irijh wits. One 
of them is going to write a trcatife of Englijh 
bulls and blunders." And for further fecu- 
rity, you add at laft, I am going to take a 
progrefs, God knows where, and fhan't be 
back again, God knows when. I have 
given you a reafonable breathing time; and 
now, I muft at you again- I receive fo 
much plcafure in reading your letters, that 
according to the ufual good nature and 
juftice of mankind, I can difpenfe with the 

trouble 
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trouble I give you in reading nii|ie^; "but if 
you grow obftinate, and won't anfw^^ I'U 
plague and pefter you, and do all I p;m to 
vex you. Til take your works to pi^es, apd 
ihew you^ that it is all borrowed or fkaU^ 
Have not you ftoln the fweetcft of your 
numbers from Dryden and Wiriler? Have 
not you borrowed thoughts from Virgil and 
Horsce ? At Icaft, I am fure I have feen 
fomething like them in thofe books* As to 
your profe writings, which they njfikfi fu|6 
a noife about, they are only fomeli^t}^ ipi- 
provements upon the humour you have ftolf 
irom Miguel de Cervantes znA Rabelais^ WeJI, 

but the ftile, a great matter indeed^ 

for an Englijbman to value himfelf ijpOHt 
that he can write Engltjh ; why^^ J Wfifff 
Englifi too^ but it is in another ftile. 

But I won't forget your political tra^ts^ 
You may fay, that you haye ventured your 
ears at one time, and your neck at ano? 
ther, for the good of your country. Why^ 
that other people have done in another 
manner, upon lefs occafions, and are not 
at all proud of it. You have overturned 
and fupported minifters; you have fet king- 
donisin a flame by your pen. Pray, what 
• -4 it 
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is tkere in that,, but having the knack of 
hitting the paffions of mankind? With 
that alone^ and a little knpwledge of an- 
cient and modern hiftory, and feeing a lit- 
tle further into the infide of things than 
the generality of men, you have made this 
buftle. There is no wit in any of them : 
I have . jead them all over, and don't re- 
member any ,of thofe pretty flowers, thofe 
jufl antithefes, which one meets with fo 
frequently in the French writers. None of 
thofe clever turns upon words, Aiov thofe 
iapt quotations out of Latin authors, which 
the writers of the lafl age amongfl us 
abounded in* None of thofe pretty fimiles, 
which fome of our modem authors adorn 
their works with, that arc not only a little 
like the thing they would illuflrate, but are 
alfo like twenty other things. In fhort, as 
often as I have read any of your trafts, I 
have been io tired with them, that I have 
pevcr been eafy till I got to the end of them- 
I have found my brain heated, my imagi- 
nation fired, jufl as if I was drunk. A pretty 
thing indeed for one of your gown to va- 
lue himfclf upofl^ that with fitting ftill an 
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hour in his ftudy^ he has often made three i 
kingdoms drunk at once. | 

I have twenty other points to maul you 
upon, if you provoke me ; but if you are 
civil, and good-natured, and will iend me 
a long, a very long letter, in anfwer to this, 
I will let you alone a good while. Well, 
adieu. If I had a better pen, I can tell you, 
that I fhould not have concluded Co foon. 

LETTER CCLXXXIX- 

Lady B— G * to Dr. SWIFT/ 

London, September, the 19th, 1730.' 

H A D I not been retired into the coun- 
try, your's fhould have been anfwered long 
ago. As to your poetefs, I am her obliged 
fervant, and muft confefs the fadt is juft a« 

* This lady was daughter of the earl of Berkeley^ one 
of the lords jullices of Ireland in 1699, with whom Dr. 
Swift went over as chaplain, and private fecretary. He 
lived in his lordfhip's family at the caftle of bublin ; 
and lady Betty Berkeley finding a ballad on the game of 
traffic unfiniflied upon Swift's table, added a ftanza of 
raillery upon him, and left the paper where ihe found 
it. This odcafioned another ballad of Swiff Sy to the 
tune of cut-purfe. The 1>allad on traffic is to be found 
among the poilhumous pieces, vol. vii. and that to the 
tune of the cut-purfe in vol. vi. Bat. edit. I754» 8vo. 
Lady Betty Berkeley married Sir John Germain baronet, 
of Drayton J in Northampton/hire* 

you 
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you ftatc it.' It is very true I was gaming; 
and upon the dapper youth's delivering me 
a paper, which I juft opened, found they 
were vjerfes; lb flunk them into my pocket, 
and there truly they were kept exceeding . 
private; for I cannot accufe myfelf of fliew- 
' ing them to a mortal. But let me alTure you, 
it was not out of modefty, but in great 
hopes, that the author would have divulged 
them; which, you know, would have 
looked deccnter than trumpeting my own 
fame. . But it feems unhappily we were both 
bit, and judged wrong of each other. How- 
ever, fince you delire it, you may be very 
furc fhe fliall not ^ail of my entreaties to his 
gxace the duke of Dorfet for her, though 
you have not yet let me into the fecret what 
her requeft is : fo till my lord Carteret does 
his part, or that I hear from you again, it 
will be but a blind fort of a petition. I have 
not feen his grace this great while, and he 
is now at Windforj and I chufe rather to 
{peak to him on all accounts, having not fo 
fine a talent at writing. But as you are com- 
monly efteemed by thofe, who pretend to 
know you, to have a tolerable fhare of ho- 
nefty and brains, I do^not queftion your 

doing 
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doing what is right by him ; nor his paying 
you all the civility and kindnefs you can de« 
lire* Nor will I hope their influeiice evcf 
can make him do otherwife, though he has 
the unfafhionable qudity of eftefeming hi% 
old friends ; .but however partial tt> > them^ 
yet not to be biafied againft his own fenft 
and judgment. The cohfeqcieace of thisi 
Ihope^ will be your coming to Bngiandf . 
and meeting often with him» (in ladyiEUf/ya 
chamber -f*) where the happy compofition % . 
fhall exert her ikill in ordering diimef: ; and 
I won't miftake oil of amber fbr the ipiiit: 
of it, but continue as I ever waj, your 
cere friend, as well as faithful humhlfi fer« 
vant, E— ^ G - ' > 

t Alluding to the firft line of Prarues Harrt$*^ pc*» 
tkion. Sec vd. vi. of Swift*z works, BaAurjFs edit* 
1754, 8vo. 

X Mrs. Biddy Floyd. This expreffion alludes to the 
laft verfe of a little poem cf STvtfiy intttled, a reetiptt9 
form a beauty^ and called the happy cempofition 
Floyd'^ This lady is mentioned in the ballad on the 
game of traffic, as being one of the party at lord &r« 
kiUff\ and at this time lived with lady B^ty. 
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LETTER CCLXXX, 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

hear Salifeuiy, Nw. &th, 1730. 
DEAR SIR, 

1^ b you are determined never to write ta 
me again ; but, for all that, you fhall not 
make me hold my tongue. You Ihall hear 
frooi me {the poft-office willing) whether 
you will or no. I fee none of the folks 
you correfpond -with, fo that I am forced to 
pick up intelligence concerning you, as I 
can< which hath been fo very Iktle, that I 
am r^tolved to make my complaints to you 
as a .friend, who I know loves to relieve the 
diftrefled : and in the circumftances I am 
in, where fhould I apply, but to my beft 
friend ? Mr. Pope indeed, upon my fre-. 
quent enquiries, hath told me, that the 
letters, which are diredted tp him, concern 
me as'niuch as himfelf : but what you fay 
of yourfelf, or of me, or to me, I know no- 
thing at aU. Lord Carteret was here yefter- 
day, on his return from the IJle of Wight ^ 
where he had been a (hooting, and left fe- 
ven pheafants with us. He went this 

morning 



( 288 ) . 

morning to the Batby to lady Carteret^ who 
is perfcdly recovered. He talked of you 
three hours laft night, and told me, that 
you talk of me. I mean, that you are pfo- 
digiouily in his favour, as he fays ; and, I 
believe, that I am in your's ; for I know 
you to be a juft and equitable perfon, and 
it is but my due. He feemed to take to mc, 
which may proceed from your recommen- 
dation ; though, indeed, there is another 
reafon for it, for he is now out of employ- 
ment, and my friends have been generally 
of that fort : for I take to them, as being 
naturally inclined to thofe, who can do no 
mifchief. Pray, do you come to England 
this year ? He thinks you do. I wifli you 
would ; and fo does the duchefs of ^ueenf- 
berry. What would you have mdre to in- 
duce you ? Your money cries, come fpend 
me I and your friends cry, come fee me. I 
have been treated barbaroufly by you. If 
you knew how often I talk of you, how 
often I think of you, you would now and 
then dired a letter to riie, and I would al- 
low Mr. Pope to have a fhare in it. In 
fhort, I don't care to keep any man's mo- 
ney, that fcrves me fo. Love or money I 

muft 
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hiuft have; i and, if you will not let me have 
th6 comfort of the pne, I think I muft en- 
deavour to get a little comfort' by fpend- 
ing fome of the other. I muft beg, that 
you will call at Amejburyy in your way to 
London i for I have many things to fay to 
you ^ and I can aflure you, you will be wel- 
come to a three-pronged fork, I remem- 
ber your prefcription, and I do ride upon 
the downs ; • and, at prefent, I have no 
afthma, I have killed five brace of par- 
tridges, and four brace and half of quails ; 
and I do not ehvy either Sir Robert^ or 5/^- 
phen T>ucky who is the favourite poet of 
the court *• \ hear fotnetimes from Mn 
Pope^ and from fcarce any body elfe. Were 
I to live ever fo long, I believe I fliould ne^- 
ver think of London ; but I cannot help 
thinking of you. Were you here, I could 
talk to you, but I would not for you-f-; you 
fhall have all your fhare of talk> which was 
never allowed you at T^wickenham. You 

• Stephen Duck was a poor threflier, who having writ- 
ten fome verfes, they were (hewed to the late iqueen, Who 
made him her library-keeper at Richmond. He after- 
wards took orders, and was preferred to a living, but 
growing melancholy, he at laft drowned himfelR 

t Mr* Gay was r^ferved in his converfation. 

Vol. II. U know 
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know fhi^ was a grievance you often cbni- 
plained of ; and fo, in revenge, you make 
me write all, and anfwer nothing. I beg 
you to make my compliments to I)r. De-' 
laney. I am, dear Sir, your's moft affec- 
tionately, J- GAY. 

I ended the letter as above, 'to go to the 
duchefs, and fhe toM me, I might go 
down, and come a quarter of an hour hence, 
i had adefign to have a!fked hereto fign tlie 
invitation, that I have fnade you. As I doh^'t 
know how much fhe may hiave to fay to you, 
1 think it will be prudent to leave off, 'that 
fhe may not be fainted for ivarit of 'ro6m. 
So much I will fay, thiat, whether fhe figns* 
it, or no, both the duke and duchefs woulJi 
be very glad you would come to Amejbury^ 
and you muft be perfuaded, that 'I fay this 
without the leafl: private view. For, what 
is it to me whether you come or not? Por 
I can write to you, you know* 

P. 5. By the Duchefs of ^ , 
I would fain have you come. I can't 
fay you'll be welcome; for I don't 
know you, and perhaps I fhall not like 
. you j but if I do not, (unlefs-you arc 

a very 
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a yery yain perfon) you (hall kn6w 
my ithoughts as fpon as I do myfelf. 

C. 

L E T T iE R CCLXXXI. 

Dr. A R B U T H N O T T to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

DEAR SIR, [Indorfed. November, .1730.] 

^ X HE paflage in Mr. Popes letter about 
your health does not alarm me : both of us 
have had the diftemper thefe thirty years* 
J have found that fteel, the warm gums> 
and the BatA, all do good in it. Therefore:^ 
firft take the vomit A ; then, every day, 
the quantity of a nutmeg in a mornings 
of the electuary marked B ; with five fpoon- 
•fuls of the tindure marked :D. Take the 
tindture, but not the eledtuary, in the af- 
ternoon. You may take one of the pills 
marked. C, at any time, (when you are 
troubled with it) or thirty of the drops 
marked E, in any vehicle, even water. I 
had a fervant of my own, that was cured 
taierely with vomiting. ^ There is another 
medicine not mentioned, which you may 
try; the pulyis rad. Valerianae fylveftris, 
U 2 about 
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a!)Oirt a fcruplc of it twice a Aaf. Hovr 
came you to take it in your head^ that'I was 
queen's phyfician ? When I am fo, you (hall 
be a bifliop, or any thing you have a mintf 
to. Pope is now the great reigning poeti- 1 
cal favourite. Your lord lieutenant * h^s ■ 
a mind to be well with you* 1 ady Betty 
Germain complains you have not wrote to 
her fince (he wrote to you. I have (hewed 
as much civility to Mrs. Barber tls I could, 
arnd (he likewife to me. I have no more 
paper, but what ferves to tell you, that I 
am, with great (incerity, your moil faith- 
ful humble fervant, 

J. ARBUTN OTT. 

I recommended Dr. Heljham to be phy- 
fician to the lord lieutenant* I know not 
what efFedt it will have, 

A. 

ij: Pulv. rad. ipocacoan^, 3. 
B. 

ify. Confer V. flavedin. aurant. abiynth. 
Rom. ana 3vi. rubigin. Martis in pol- 
lin. redadt. 3iij. iyrup e fucco kermes, 
q. f. 

* The Duke of Dorfet. 

a 
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c. 

aji Af. foetid, 3ij. tinAur. caftor^ q. C 
fiant pil^lae xxiv. 

D. 

J5£ Cortic* Peruviani eled:. rubigin. Mar-- 
tis ana 5j. digere tepide in vini alb. 
Gallic. 16 ij per 24 horas : poftea fiat 
polatura. 

Si Sp, cor. cerv. fp^ lavendul. tinftuf. 

caftor. ana 3ij. mifce. 
[As thefe receipts may poffibly be ufeful 
*o fome perfon troubled with the Dean's 
. complaint of giddinefs, Pr. Arbutbnotft 
.receipt of bitters, for ftrengthening the 
:ftomach, is added.] 

Take of zadoary root one drachm; galan- 
gal and Roman wof mwoqd, of each 
two drachms 5 orange-peel, a drachm; 
lefler cardamon feeds, two fcruples. 
Infufe all in a quart of boiling fpring- 
water for fix hours : ftrain it off, and 
Add to it four ounces of greater coiij- 
pound wormwpod-water. , 
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LETTER eCLXXXII. 

The Earl of C to Dr. SWiFT, 

SIR, Hague, Dec. 15th, N. S. 1730. 

O U n^d not have made any eXcufe^ 
to me for yout fdlicitation : on the con- 
trary, I am proud of being the firft j>erfon, 
to whom you have thought it worth your 
^hile to apjily lincc thofe thangcs, which^ 
you fay, drove you ihto diftftnc^ and ob- 
fctirity. I very well khoVv the perfon you 
recommend td hife, having lodged at his 
houfe a whole fummer at RtchfHofid. I have 
always heard a very good ch^adter of him, 
which alone would incline me to ferve him y 
but your recohimendation, I can alTure 
you, will make me impatient to do it. How- 
ever, that he may iiofe ^gain meet with the 
common fate of cburt-fuitors, nor I lie unr 
der the imputation of making court-pror 
mifes, I will exactly explain to you how 
far it is likely I may be able to ferve him. 

When firft I had this office I took the 
refolution of turning out no-body 5 fo that 

* * Of lord fteward of the king's houfliold, in which 
he fucceeded the duke of Dor Jet ^ appointed lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland' 

Ifhall 
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f fhall only have the difpofal of thofe places, 
5that the death of the prefpnt pofleflbrs will 
procure me. Some old fervants, that have 
ferved me long and faithfully, have obtained 
the promifes of the firft four or five vacan- 
cies ; and the early folipitations of fome 
of my particular friends have tied me dpwjx 
|or about as niany more. But, after having 
fatisfied thefe engageuiefi.ts, I do aflure you, 
Mr. Launcelot fhall be my firft care. I con^ 
fefs, hijs profpedt is more renaote than I 
^pi}ld have wifhed it^ ,b.ut as it is fo remote, 
he won't have the uneafinefs of a difap- 
ppintment, ifh^^ets nqthing ; and if he 
l^ets fonae thing, we fhall both bp pleafed. 

As for his political principles, I am in no 
manner of pain about thpm. "Were he a 
^ory, I would venture to ferve him, in the 
juft expedtation, that fhquld I ever be 
pharged with having preferred a T^ory^ the 
perfon, who was the aut^ior of my crimd, 
would likewife be the author of my vindica- 
ition. I am with real efteem. Sir, your mo^ 
fibedient humble fervant. 
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LETTER CCLXXXIII. 

Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, Amelbury, Dec. the 6th, 1730. 

B O T H your letters^^ to my great fatisr? 
faftion, I have received. You were mi- 
ftaken as to my being in town ; for I hav^ 
been here ever fince the beginning of May^ 
But the beft way is to diredt your letters 
always to the duke's hpufe, in London 5 and 
they are fent hither by his pert^r. You 
fay, we deferve envy : I think, we do ; for 
I envy no man, either in town or out of it, 
We have had fome few vifitors, and every 
one of them fuch, as one would defire to 
yifit. The duchefs is a more fevere check 
upon my finances than ever you were ; and 
I fubmit, as I did to you, to comply to my 
own good. I was a long time, before I 
could prevail with her to let me allow my- 
felf a pair of fhoes with two heels ; for I 
had loft one, an4 the fhoes were fo de- 
cayed, that they were r^ot Xvorth mending, 
You fee by this; that thofe, who are the 
moft generous of their own, can be the 
Hioil covetous for others. I hope you will 
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te fo good to me, as to ufe your intereft 
with her, (for, whatever fhe fays, you feem 
to have fome) to indulge me with the extra- 
vagance fuitable to my fortune. 

The lady you mention, that diflikes you, 
hath no difcernment. I really think, you 
may fafely venture to Amejbury^ though in- 
deed the lady here likes to have hfr own 
way as virell as you ; which may fometimes 
occafion difputes : and, I tell you before- 
hand, that I cannot take your part. I think 
her fo often in the right, that you will 
have great difficulty to perfuade me, that 
fhe is in the wrong. Then, there is another 
thing, that I ought to tell you, to deter you 
from this place *, which is, that the lady 
of the houfe is not given to fliew civility to 
thofe {he does not like. She fpeaks her 
mind, and loves truth. For the uncommon- 
nefs of the thing, I fanfy, your curiofity 
will prevail over your fear ; and you will 
like to fee fuch a woman. But 1 fay no 
piore, till I know whether her grace will 
fill up the reft of the paper. 

The Duchefs of Q^: . 

Write I mufl, particularly now, as I have 

jui opportunity to indulge my predominant 

pallion 
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paflion of contradidion. I do, in the firflf 
place, • contradict moft things Mr. 
pf me, to deter you from coming hercj 
which if you ever do, I hereby aflure you^ 
that, unlefs I like my own way better, you 
/hall have your's ; and in all difputes you 
ihall convince me, if you can. But, by 
what I fee of you, this not a misfortune, 
that will always happen; for I find you are 
a great piiftaker- For example, you take \ 
prudence for imperioufnefs : 'tis from this 
firft, that I determined not to Jil^ e one, who 
is too giddy-headed fpr me to be certain 
whether of no I fhall ever be acquainted 
with. I have known people take great de- 
light in building caftjes in the air j but I 
fhould chufe to build friends upon a morp 
folid foundation. I would fain know youj 
for I often hear more good likeable things 
than 'tis poffible any one can deferve. Pray, 
come, that I may find out fome thing wrong; 
for I, and I believe moft womep, have an 
in<:onceivable pleafure to find out ai?y faults, 
-except their own. Mr. Cibber is niade poet 
laureat. I am. Sir, as much your humble 
fervant as I . can be to any perfon I don't 
know. C. 

' Mr. 
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Mr. Gay is very pecvifli that I fpell and 
"^rite ill ; but I don-t care : for neither the 
pen nor I can do better. Belides, I think 
ycu have flattered me, and fuch people 
pught to be put to trouble. 

Mr. GAY'S Poftfcript. 
Now I hope you are pleafed, and that 
you will allow for fo fmall a fum as 200 /• 
you have a lumping pennyworth. 

LETTER CCLXXXIV. 
I,ady E— G to Dr. S W I F T. 

December 24, 1730. 

Since you, with a modell aflTurance^ 
affirm you underftand and pradtife good 
manners better than any other perfon in ei- 
ther kingdorti, I wifli you would therefore 
put into very handfome terms my excufe to 
dean Swifts that I have not anfwered his 
letter, that I received before the laft. For 
fven prebendary Head affured my brother 
Harry J that he, in all forni andjuftice, took 
place of a cojonel, as being major-general 
in the church ; and therefore you need not 
have called a council to know, whether you 
4 or 
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or I were to write laft; becaufc, as being 
but a poor courtefy lady, I can pretend to no 
other place but what other people's good- | 
nefs gives me. This being fettled, I ought I 
not to have writ again 5 but however, I 
fear I fhould have been wrong enough to 
have defired the correfpondcnce to be kept 
up, but that I have been ill for a fortnight, 
and of cpurfe lazy, and not in a writing 
mood, 

Firfl, as to Mrs. Barber^ as I told you 
before, fo I tell you the fame again, that, 
upon your recommendation, I fhall be vejry 
glad to ferve her, though I never did fee • 
her ; and as I had not your letter til} I 
went from TunbridgCj (h^ pafled unmarked 
by me in the crowd 5 por have I met with 

lier fmce. She writ to me to prefent 's 

poems to the duke and duchefe pf Darfet. 
I anfwered her letter, and obeyed h^r com^ 
mands. And as to her own, I fhall moft 
willingly fubfcribe ; though I am of the 
opinion, we ladies are not apt to be good 
poets, efpecially if we can't fpell : but that 
is by the way of inviolable fecret between 
you and me. So much for this letter. Now 
to your laft epiftle, for which it feems I 

am 
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am to give you thanks^ for honouring m« 
with your commands. Well, I do fo, be- 
caufe this gets a proof, that, after fo many 
years acquaintance, there is one, that will 
take my word ; which is a certain fign, that 
I have not often broke it. Therefore behold 
the confequence is this; I have given my 
word to the duke of Dorfety that you would- 
not fo pofitively affirm this faft concerning 
Mrs. Fox, without knowing the certain 
truth, that there is no deceit in this declara- 
tion of trtift. And though it has been recom- 
mended to him, as you fay, he never did 
give any anfwer to it, nor defigned it, till 
he was fully fatisfied of the truth ; and 
even then, I believe^ would not have deter- 
mined to have done it, becaufe it is an ea{y 
way of fecuring a place for ever to a fa- 
mily ; and were this to be an example, be 
it fo many pence, or fo many pounds, for 
the future they would be inheritances. 

So now, not to fhew my power with his 
grace (in fpite of his dependants, who may 
caft their eyes on it) for that I dare affirm- 
there never will be need of, where juftice 
or good-nature is necefTary; but to Ihew 
you his dependance on your honour and iiv 

tcgrity. 
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tegrity, he gives me leave to tell yon, it 
fliall certair^ly be done ; nor does tins at dl 
oblige you to give the thanks youfcan 
defirous to have ; for at any tlme^ wJienfo- 
ever you have any bufinefe> fervice, or xc^ 
queft to make to his grace of Dorjst (whe"^ 
ther my proper bufir\efs or no) till you two 
are better acquainted with one another's me^ 
rits, I fliall be very glad to fhew jhow fin- 
cerely I am your friend and faithful humble 
fervant, £ *G 

LETTER CCLXXKV. ^ 

WILLIAM PULTENEY, 
Efq; to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Feb. the 9th, 1730; 

Among the many compliments ^ have 
received from my friends on the birth of 
my fon> I aflure you none gave me greater 
pleafure than the kind letter you honoured 
me with on the occafion. When you were 
laft in England, your ftay was fo fliort, that 

^I fcarce had time, and very few opportu-^ 
nities, to convince you how great a ddirejl 
had to bear fome fhare of your efteem; •biit> 

•fliould you return this fummer,tl hope you 

will 
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<viil continue longer among us. Lord Bo^ 
lingbrake^ lord Bathurji, PopCy myfelf, and 
Others of your friends, are got together in 
a country neighbourhood, which would be 
much enlivened, if yOu Would come and 
live among us. Mrs. Pulteney joins with 
xne in the invitation, and is much bbliged 
to you for rcmembring her. She bid me 
telL you, that flie is determined to have no 
inore children, unlefs you will promife to 
come over, and chriften tlie next. You fee 
how much my happinefs, in many refpedts^ 
depends upon your prbrhife. I have always 
defired Pope^ when he wrote to you, to re- 
member my compliments ; and I can aflure 
you with the greateft truth, though you 
liave much older acquaintances, that you 
have not in 'England a friend that loves and 
'honours yoa more than I do, or can be^ 
with greater fincerity, than I am, your mofl 
humble and obedient fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 

P. S. If any of our pamphlets (with 
which we abound) are ever fent over 
to Ireland^ and you think them worth 
reading, you will perceive how low 

they 



they are reduced in point of argu- 
ment on one fide of the queftion; 
This has drove certain people to that 
laft refort of calling names.' Villain^ 
traitor^ feditious rafcal^ and fuch in- 
genious appellations, have frequently 
been beftowed on a couple of friends 
of yours. Such ufage has made it ne- 
ceflary to return the fame polite lan- 
guage ; and there has been more Bil- 
lingfgate ftulF uttered from the prefs * 
within thefe two months, than ever 
was known before. Upon this, pi. 
Arbuthnott has vs^rote a very humo- 
rous treatife -f, which he fhewed me 
this morning; wherein he proves^ 
from many learned inftances, that this 
fort of altercation is ancient, elegant, 
and claffical ; and that what the world 
falfely imagines to be polite, is truly 

• * Among the pamphlets publiihed within that pe- 
riod, was lord Harvey s Sedition and Defamation difplayed'^ 
in a Letter to the Author of the Craftfman^ publiihed in 
January^ 1730-31.' 

t ' Probably that publiftied in the Mifcellaneous fFtris 
ef the late Dr. Arbuthnott, Vol. I. p. 40. Printed at 
Glafgowy'm 1731. The title of the piece is, A brief 
Account of Mr, John GingUcufs Treatife concerning the AU 
ter cation or Scolding of the Ancients^* 

Gothic 
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Gothic and barbarous. He fhews how 
the gods and goddeffes uicd one ano* 
thcr I dog, bitch, and whore were 
pretty common expreflions among 
them : kings, heroes, ambaffadors, and 
orators abufed one another much in 
the fame way; and he concludes, that 
it is a pity this method of abjuration 
ihould be loil. His quotations from 
Horner^ Demojibenesy JEfchines^ and T^ully 
are admirable, and the whole is very 
humorouily conduced. I take it for 
granted he will fend it you himfelf, as 
foon as it is printed. 

LETTER CCLXXXVII. 

Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT. 

February the asd, i730|^- 

N OW were you in vaft hopes you 
fhould hear no more from me, I being flow 
in my motions : but don't flatter yourfelf ; 
you began the correfpondence, fet my pen 
a going, and God knows when it will ' 
end ; for I had it by inheritance from my 
father, ever to pleafc myfelf when I could; 
and though I don't jul^ take the turn my 
Vol. II. X mother 
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mother did of faftipg and 'praying ; yet to 
be fure that was her pleafure too, or elfc 
{he would not have been fo greedy of it. 
I don't care to deliver your meiTage this 
great while to lieutenant Heady he having 
been dead thefe two years. And though he 
had, as you fay, a head, I loved him very 
well ; but, however, from my dame IFad- 
gars * firft impreffion, I have ever had a 
natural antipathy to fpirits, 

I have not acquaintance enough with 
Mr. Pope, which I am forry for, and expeft 
you fhould come to England, in order to 
improve it. If it was the queen, and not the 
duke of Grafton, that picked out fuch a 
laure.at -f-, fhe deferves his poetry in her 
praife. 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been here. 
I ^d fhe has fome requcft but neither 
you nor flic has yet let it out to me what it 
is : for certainly you cannot mean That by 
fubfcribing to her book i if fo, I fl^all be 
mighty unhappy to have you call That a fa- 
vour. For furely there is nothing fo eafy 
as what one can do one's felf, nor any thing 

* The deaf houfekeeper at lord Berkeley^, 
t Colley Gibber. 

fo 
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fo heavy as what one muft alk other people 
for ; though I don't mean by this, that I 
fhall ever be unwilling, when you require 
it ; yet fliall be much happier, when it is 
in my own power to fhew, how fincerely I 
am my old friend's moft faithful humble 
fervant. 

Mrs. Floyd is much your's ; but dumber 
than ever, having a violent cold. 

LETTER CCLXXXVIII. 
Mr. G A Y to Dr. S W I F T. 

March the 20th, 17 30-1. 

I THINK it is above three months fincc 
I wrote to you, in partnerfhip with the du- 
chefs. About a fortnight fince I wrote to 
you from TwicienAam, for Mr. P^?^^ and 
myfelf. He was then difabled from writing 
by a fevere rheumatic pain in his arm ; but 
is pretty well again, and at prefent in town. 
Lord Oxford J lord Batburji^ he, and I dined 
together yefterday at Barnes, with old Jacoi 
Ton/on, where we drank your health. I am 
again, by the advice of phylicians, grown a 
moderate wine-drinker, after an abftinence 

X 2 of 
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of above two years ; and now look upon 
myfelf as quali^cd for fociety as before. 

I formerly fent you a ftate of the ac- 
counts between us, Lord B ■ - hath this 
day paid me your principal and intereft, 
The int^reft amounted to 12 /. and I want 
your directions how to difpofe of the princi- 
pal, which muft lie dead, till I receive your 
orders, I had a fcheme of buying two 
lottery tickets for you, and keeping your 
principal intire. And as all my gQo4 for- 
tune is to come, to fhew you that I con- 
fult your advantage, I will buy two more 
for myfelf, jind then you and I will go 
halves in the ten thoufand pounds. That 
there will be a lottery is certain : the fcheme 
is not yet declared, but I hear it will not be 
the mpft advantageous one 3 for we are to 
have but 3/. per cent. 

I folicit for no court favours, fo that J 
propofc to buy the tickets at th^ market 
price, when they conie out, which will not 
be thefe two or three months, If you do 
not like to have your money thus difpofed 
of j or if you like to truft to your own for- 
tune, rather than to fhare in mine, let me 
have your orders 3 and at the fame time, 

teU 
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tell mc what I (hall do with the principal 
fum» 

I cam« to toWtt the 7th of yofmary laft, 
with the duke and duchefs, about buiinefs, 
for a fortnight*, As it depended upon others, 
we could not get it done till now. Next 
week we return to AtHeJbury^ in Jt^ikjhire$ 
for the reft of the year ; but the beft way 
is always to direct to mc at the duke's, in 
hurlington-'gardensj near 'Piccadilly^. I am 
ordered by the duchefs to grow rich in the 
manner of Sir John Cutler. I have nothing, 
at this prcfettt writing, but my frock that 
was made at $dlijbury^ -and a bob pcrriwig* 
I perfuade myiclf that it is £hilling^wea»» 
ther as feldom as poflible i aad have found 
outj that there are few court-vifits that are 
worth a (hilling. In fliort, I am very happy 
in my prefcnt independency* 1 envy no 
man \ but have the due contempt of volun- 
tary ila.ve& of birth and fortune* I have 
fuch a fpite agaiaft you, that I wifh you 
may long for my company, as I do for 
your's. Though you never wfite to mc, 
you cannot make me forget you 5 fo that if 
it is out of friendfhip you write fo feldom 
to me, it doth not anfwcr the purpofe. 

X 3 Thofc 
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Thofc who you like ihould remember you, 
do fo whenever I fee them, I believe they 
do it upon their own account ; for I know 
fetv people who are folicitous to pleafe or 
flatter me. The duchefs fends you her 
compliments, and fo would many more, if 
they knew of my writing to you. 

LETTER CCLXXXIX. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
With a Poftfcript. 

DEAR SIR, April nth, 1731. 

The fortune of the perfon you intereft 
yourfelf in, amounts to at prefent (all debts 
paid) above three thoufand four hundred 
pounds ; fo that, whatever other people 
think, I look upon him, as to fortune, to be 
happy ; that is to fay, an independent 
creature. I have been in expeftation, poft 
after poft, to have received your dire<5lions 
about the difpofal of your money. I left 
that fum, with 200 /. of my own, in Mr. 
Hoare\ hands, at my coming out of town^ 
If I hear nothing from you, I (hall do 
with it, as I do with my own. I made you 
a propofal about purchaling lottery tickets^ 



in partncrfhip w5fk 3?rE5: z -frsr jb h st, 
four tickets bcimtrj. te. Tii: rsx is 
-with the ovcrpfc^- :Ex intsrE—inc^r- I 
have recciTci ; brr !■ ^JL ni 

thing, till I hear frsc: yini. 

I am now ^znTz rrj rrfiftrrr^ sr ^^wrferr . 
getting heahh, srif £rT5i!r ncmr'' Smr* 
I have got over tisi InpsS';7rac x: e -^rjs^ 
water-drinking, if I cin jcriuacc: TitrJsl: 
that I have arr wir. a.tc fzc I isis-j^ hdsrji^ 
tion, I intend tc vrft^ ; tirar^iL -^-t^i, i 
have another imyfrTifrr : far J xss^t 
provided mrfeif wjd: i yfrrrnrif » 
one but I fhi!l bxr^ i zr^jytratr.-^ -k, v-Ttt 
againft vice, and cir, ii^n> fir ^mt^ 
may offend ? Bet in zz:±x'jr ^vxui t.-vucivir. 
his genius, radser tfetn x:r*r^^ ■£ it 
cannot reconcile frfe ^>55ur^ 5 

London^ I made z vi£r t:. 3^£n-. h^^i^er f 
wifli I could 235 Ibsgr*: 't^vir^itiiJtec ^ 
her fublcripticsi. Ih&t^^iwiii^^^ 
felf of no cccfeq«gc% iaii i» i>w -'^ -v-^t 
than ever ; btit I iaert: f-jiisirr ->tc n^^/^ 
one refpe^ of zsaksz^i rirj'Uti ; ^^-t v>j.- 
fequencc, mhkh h hy vx^J^.r-^x ''•^^^^^ 
people of fc<i. TV-^ iwe^^ '^>^ 
up, I have given sip ; i^ui f^i^/rt^ V fedc 
X 4 
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after no friendihipSt but am content with 
what I have in the houfe. They have fub- 
fcribcd, andl propofed it before ^^c. T^^r, 
who, upon hearing flic was a friend of 
your's, offered his fubfcription, and defired 
his compliments to you. I believe ihe hath 
given you an account that flie hath fomc 
profpedt of fuccefs from others recommen- 
dations to thofe I know ; and I have not 
b/een wanting upon all occafions to put in 
my good word, which I fear avails but lit* 
tie* Two days ago I received a letter from 
Dr. Arbutbnott^ which gave me but a bad 
account of Mr. Fope^ heakh* I have writ 
to him ; but have not heard from him fince 
I canic into the country. If you knew the 
pleafure you gave me, you would keep your 
contrail of writing more pundlually ; and 
cfpecially you would have anfwered my laft 
letter, as it was a money affair, and you 
have to do with a man of bufinefs. 

Yonr letter was more to the duchefs than 
to me ; fb I now leave off, to offer her the 
paper. 

Poflfcript by the Dutchefs. 

It was Mr. G^y's fault that I did not write 
fooner; which if I had, \ fhould hope 

you 
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you would have been here by this tune 5 
for I have to tell you^ all your articles are 
agreed to ; and that I only love my own 
way, when I meet not with others whiofc 
ways I like better. I am in great hopes 
that I fliall approve of your's ^ for to tell 
you the truth, I am at prefent a little tired 
of my own. I have not a clear or diftinft 
voice, except when I am angry ; but I am 
a very good nurfe, when people don't fanfy 
themfelves fick. Mr. Gay knows this ; 
and he knows too how to play at back« « 
gammon. Whether the parfon of the pa- 
riih can, I know not ; but if he cannot 
hold his tongue, I can. Pray fet dut the 
firft fair wind, and ftay with us as long as' 
ever you pkafe. I cannot name my fixed 
time, that I fhall like to maintain you ami 
your equipage ; but, if I don't happen to 
like you, I know I can fo far govern my 
temper, as to endure you for about five days,. 
So come away diredly; at all hazards 
you'll be allowed a good breathing time. I 
(hall make no fort of refpedlful conclufions; 
for till I know youj I cannot tell what I 
am to you. 
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Mr. G A Y's Poftfcript. 

The direftiofi is to the duke of 
Berrf^i in Burlington-gardens y Piccadilly. 
Now I have told you this, you have no 
cxcufe from writing but one, which is com- 
ing; get over youi' law-fuit, and receive 
your money. 

The duchefs adds, he ftiall not write 
a word more from Amesbury, in Wiltjhire. 
Your groom was miftaken ; for the houfe 
is big enough, but the park is too little/* 

L E T T E R CCXC. 
Lord B to Dr. S W I F 

April 19th, 1731. ' 

I NEVER defigned to have wrote to 
you any niore, becaufe you bantered and 
abufed me fo grofly in your laft. To flatter 
a man, from whom you can get nothing, 
nor expeiS any thing, is doing mifchief for 
mifchief-fake, and confequently highly 
immoral. However, I will not carry my 
refentments fo far, as to ftand by and fee 
you undone, without giving ycu both no- 
tice and advice. Could any man but you 

think 
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think of trufting J^hn Gay with his irtt>- 
ney ? None of his friends would ever trufl: 
him with his own, whenever they could 
avoid it. He has called in the 200 A 1. 
had of your^s 5 I paid him both principal 
and intereft, I foppofe by this tim« he 
has loft it, I give you notice, you muff 
look upon it as annihilated. ^ 
Now, as I have confidered, your deanfy 
brings you in little or nothing, and that 
you keep j^rvants and horfes, and frequently 
give little neat dinners, which are more ex- 
penfive than a few fplerulid entertain- 
ments ; befides which, you may be faid to 
water your flock with French wine, which 
altogether muft confume your fubftance in 
^ little while 5 I have thought of putting 
you in a method, that may retrieve yout 
affairs. In the firft place, you niuft turn 
off all your fervants, and fell your horfes (I 
will find excrcife for you). Your whole fa- 
mily muft confift of only one found whole- 
fome wench. She will make your bed, 
and warm it ; befides wafhing your linen, 
and mending it, darning your ftockings, &c. 
But to fave all expence in houfe-keeping, 
you muft contrive fome way or other, that 

fhc 
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At ihould have milks dud I can afTure yoa^ 
it is the opinion of fome of the beft phyfi^ 
ciaas, that womens milk is the wholefomcft 
food in the world. 

Befides, this regimen^ take it altogether^ 
will certainly temper and cool your blood. 
Ton will not be fuch a boutefeuy as you hare 
been, and be ready, upon every trifling oc- 
cafion, to fet a whole kingdom in a flame. 
Had the Drapier been a mitk-fop, poor IVood 
had not fuffered fo much in his reputation 
and fortune. It will allay that fervour of 
blood, and quiet that hurry of fpirits, which 
breaks out every now and then into poetry^ 
and f<bems to communicate itfelf to others 
of the chapter. You would not th«n en* 
coQVZgtDelaney and S'to^brd in their idlenefs, 
but let them be as grave as moft of their 
order arc with us. I am convinced they 
will fi)oner get preferment then, than in 
the way they now arc. And I lhall not be 
out of hopes of feeing you a biftiop in time, 
when you live in that regular way, which 
I propofe. In fhort, in a few years, y<m 
may lay up money enough to buy even the 
bifhopric of Durham.' For if you keepcows^ 
inft^ad of horfes, in that high-walkd or- 

thard. 
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chardt and coUivatc by your own indirftry 
a few potatoes in your garden, the maid 
will live well, aad be able to fell more but* 
ter and ch^fe, than will anfwcr her wages.. 
You may preach then upon your temperance 
with a better grace, than now, that you arc 
known to confume five or fix hogiheadt 
of wine every year of your life. You will 
be mild and meek in your converfation, and 
not frighten parliament-men, and ke^ 
even lords-lieutenants in awe* You wiU 
-then be qualified for tlwtt flavery, which 
the country you live in, and the order yo» 
profefs, feem to be defigned for. It will 
take off that giddiqefs in your head. Which 
has difturbed yourfelf and others. The dif- 
putes between Sir Arthur * and my ladyj 
will for the future be confined to profc^ 
and an old thorn may be cut down in peace^ 
and warm the parlour chimney, without 
heating the heads of poor innocent people, 
and turning their brains, 

• Sir Arthur Achefon^ at whofe feat, in a village called 
Markit'HiU in Ireland^ the dean fometimes made a long 
vifit. The difputc between ^ir Arthur and my lady, 
here alluded to, is whether Hamilton's barn (hould be 
turned into a barrack, or a malt-houfe? The Old Thorn^ 
is that cut down at Market-Hill^ the fubjeft of a little 
poem written by Swifi, Sec BathurJPstAHion of 1755* 
vol. vii. p. 121, 141. 

I You 



You ought to remember what St. Au^tn 
fcysy "Poejis eft vinum damanum. Confidcr 
the life you now lead : you warm all that 
come near you with your wine and coiiver- 
fiition I and the reft of the world, with 
your pen dipped deep in St. Auftiii% vmum 
iamonum. 

So far for your foul's health. Now, as 
to the health of your body ; I muft inform 
joOf that part of what I prefcribe tp you, 
is the feme which our great friar Bacok^vt'^ 
icribed to the pope, who lived in his days. 
Read his Cure of o/d Age, and Prefervation 
^ Youtby chap, the i jith. You ufed to fay, 
tEiat you found benefit from riding. The 
JBrencb^ an ingenious people, ufe the word 
cbevaucber^ inftead of monter a cheval, and 
they look upon it as the fame thing in 
effea. 

Now, if you will go on after this, in 
your old ways, and riiin your health, your 
fortune, and your reputation, it is no ifault 
of mine. I have pointed out the road, 
which will lead you to riches and prefer- 
ment y and that you may have no excufc 
from entering into this new courfe of life, 
upon pretence of doubting, whether you 

can 
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can get a perfon properly quialified to feed 
you, and compofe your new family, I will 
recommend you to John Gay^ who is much 
better qualified to bring increafe from a 
woman, than from a fum of money. But 
if he fhould be lazy, (he is fo fat, that 
there is fome reafon to doubt hinv) I will 
without fail fupply you myfelf, that you 
may be under no difappointments, BraBou 
fays, ConjunBio maris et fcemina eft jure nU" 
tune. Vide Cook upon Littleton. Cahirtt 
cafe ift vol. Reports. 

This I fend you from my clofet at Rich^ 
kings *, where I am at leifure to attend fc- 
rious affairs ; but when one is in town, 
there are fo many things to laugh at, that 
it is very difficult to compofe one's thoughts, 
even long enough to write a letter of ad- 
vice to a friend. If I fee any man ferious ia 
that crowd, I look upon him for a very dull 
or defigning fellow. By the bye, I am of 
opinion, that folly and cunning are nearer 
allied than people are aware of. If a fool 
runs out his fortune, and is undone, we fay, 
the poor man has been outwitted. Is it not 
as reafonable to fay of a cunning rafcal, 

♦ * A feat of his lordfhip*s, in Buckingham/hire* 

who 
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who has lived miferably, and died hated 
and defpifed, to leave a great fortune be^ 
hind him, that he has out-witted himfelf ? 
In. ihort, to be ferious about thofe trifles, 
which the majority of mankind think of 
confequence, feems to me to denote folly ; 
and to trifle with thofe things, which they 
generally treat ludicroufly, may denote 
knavery. I have obferved that, in comedy, 
the beft aftor plays the part of the droll, 
whilft fome fcrub rogue is made the hero, 
or fine gentleman. So in this farce of life, 
wife men pafs their time in mirth, whilft 
fools only are ferious. Adieu. 

Continue to be merry and wife ; but ne* 
fer turo ferious, or cunning. 

LETTER CGXCI. 

Mr. G A Y to Dr, SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Ameftury, April 27th, 1731. 

YoUR's, without a date, I received 
two days after my return to this place from 
London, where I ftayed only four days. I 
faw Mr. P&f^, who is much better : I dined 
with him at lord Oxford's, who never fails 
drinjcing your health, and is always very 

inquifitivci 
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inqiilfitive after every thing that concerns 
you. Mr. Puiteney had received your letter, 
and feemed very much pleafed with it ; and 
I thought you too very much in the favour 
of the lady. Sir William Wyndham^ who 
you will hear hath buried lady Catharine^ 
Was at Dawley in great afflixaion; Dr. Ar-- 
buthnott I found in good health and fpiritSi 
His neighbour, Mr. Lewis^ was gone to 
Bath. Mrs. Patty Blount I faw two or 
three times, who will be very much pleafed, 
when /he knows you fo kindly remembef 
her. I am afraid Mrs. Howard will not be 
fo well Iktisfied with the compliments you 
fend her.^ I breakfafted twice with her at 
Mrs. Blount's i and (he tdd me, that htt 
indifpofition had 'prevented her tnfwering 
your letter; This ihe defired me to tell 
you, that flic irould write to you foonj 
and flie dcfires you will accept of her com- 
pliments in the mean timci by me. You 
fliould confider circumftances before you 
ccnfurei It will be too long for a letter to 
m&ke her apology ; but when I fee you, I 
(hall convince you, that you miftake her 

♦ Sec a furtlicr defence of thh lady^ in the kttcrs of 
lady J?— G . 

Vol. IL Y The 
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The day before I left London^ I gave orders 
for buying two Soutb-Sea or India bonds 
for you, wbich carry 4/. per cent, and are 
as cafily turned into ready money, as bank^ 
bills ; which, by this time, I fuppofe is 
done. 

Whenever you come to England^ if you 
will put that confidence in me, to give me 
notice, I will meet you at your landing- 
place, and condufl you hither. You have 
experience of me as a traveller; and, I 
promife, I will not drop you on the xosA 
for any, vifit whatever. You tell m^ of 
thanks I have not given. I don't know* 
lyhat to fay to people who are continu- 
ally laying one under obligations : my beha- 
viour to you, fball convince you that I am 
yery fenfible of them, though I never once 
piention them. I look upon you as iny 
beft friend and counfellor. I long for the 
time w:hen we (hall meet and converfe to- 
gether. I will draw you into no great 
company, befide thofe I live with. In 
fhort, if you infift upon it, I will give qp 
aU great company for your's. Thele are 
conditions, that I can hardly think you 
will infift upon, after your declarations to 

the 
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the duchefs, who is more and more impa-* 
ticnt tb f^ee you : and all iliy fear is, that 
you will give up me for her, which, after 
my ungallant declaration, would be very 
ungenerous. But we will fettle this matter 
together, when you come to Amesbury. Af- 
ter all^ I find I have been faying nothing ; 
for fpeaking of her^ I am talking as if I 
were in my own powers You ufed to blame 
.me for over-folicitude about myfelfi I am 
now grown fo. rich, that I don't think my- 
felf worth thinking on ; fo that I will pro- 
mife you never to mention myfclf, or my 
own afFairjs \ but you owed it all to the in- 
quifitivenefs of your .friendfhip ; and ten to 
one but you will every now arid then draw 
me in to talk of myfelf again^ I fent you 
a grofs ftate of my fortune already. I have 
not room to draw it out in particulars. 
When you conie over, the duchefs will 
ftate it to you- I have left no room for 
her to write, fo that I will fay nothing till 
my letter is gone ; but (he would not iox^ 
^ive me, if I did not fend her compliments. 
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LETTER CCXCII. 
Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT. 

June the 5th, 1731. 

I FAN SY you have comforted yourfelf 
a long tiaic with the hopes of hearing no 
xnore ; but you may return your thanks to 
a downright fit of the gout in my foot, and 
OS painful a rheumatifm that followed im- 
nicdiately after in my arm, which bound 
mc to my good behaviour. So you may 
perceive I ihould make a fad nurfe to Mf. 
JPof>t, who finds the cffefts of age, and a 
crazy carcafc already. However, if it is 
true what I am informed, that you are 
coming here foon, I expcd: you fhould 
l>ring us together ; and if he will bear me 
with patience, I fhall hear him with plea- 
fure. 

I don't kn©w what number of chaplains 
the duke of Dor/et intends to carry over; 
but as yet, I have heard of but one that he 
^ has fent, and he is as worthy, honeft, feur 
fible a man as any I know, Mr. Bran- 
dretby who I believe was recommended to 
your acquaintance. I believe you will find ' 

by 
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by my writing, that it is not quite cafy td 
me, fo I will neither tcaze you, nor trou- 
ble rhyfelf longer, who am moft fincerely 
y6ur faithful humble fer Vaiit, 

G. 

LETTER CCXCIII. 

The Duchefs of ^ and Mr. GAY 

to Dn SWIFT. 

The DUCHESS. 

July the 1 8th, 1731. 

Y^O U are my dear friend, I am fure, for 
you are hard to be found : that ydu are fo^ 
is certainly owing to fom6 evil genius. For 
if you fay true, this is the very propereft 
place you can repair to. There is not a 
bead here upon any of our fhoulders, that 
is not, at fometimes, worfe than your's can 
poffibly be at the worft ; and not one to 
compare with your's, when at beft, except 
your friends are your fworn liars. So in 
one refpe<St, at leaft, you will find things 
juft as they could be wiflied. It is farther 
neceflary to aflure you, that the duchefs is 
neither healthy nor young ; fhe lives in all 
V 3 the 
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the fpirits (he can, and with as little gran-r 
deur as flie can poflibly. She tpo, as well 
^s you, can fcold, and command 5 but fhc 
can be filent, and obey, if (he pleafes ; apd 
then for a good nurfe, it is out of • difpute, 
that (he muft prove an excellent one, who 
has been fo experienced in the infirmities 
of others, and of her own. As for talking 
'nonfenfe, provided you do It on purpofe, 
flie'has noobjeftioh: there is fome fenfc 
in nonfenfe, when it does not come by 
chance. In fhort, I am very fure, that flic 
has fet her heart upon feeing you at this 
placet flere are women enough to attend 
you, if you fhduld happen not to approve 
of her. She has not one fine lady belpng- 
ing to her, or her houfe. She is impatient 
to be governed, and is cheerfully deter- 
mined, that you fhall quietly enjoy ypur 
own will and pleafure as long as ever you 
pleafe. 

Mr. G A Y. 

You fhall ride, you fliall walk, and flie 
will be glad to follow your example ; and 
this will be doing good at the fame time 
to her and yourfelf. I had not heard from 

you 
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you fo long, that I was in fears about you, 
and in the utmoft impatience for a letter,. 
I had flattered myfclf, your law-fuit was at 
an end, and that your own money was in 
your own pocket ; and about a month ago, 
I was every day expefting a fummons to 
BriJloL Your money is either getting or lo- 
fing fomething ; for I have placed it in the 
funds. For I am grown fo much a man of* 
bufinefs, that is to fay, fo covetous, that I 
cannot bear to let a fum of money lie idle. 
Your friend Mrs. Howard^ is now countefs 
of Suffolk. I am ftill fo much a dupe, that 
I think you tniftake her. Come to Amejburyy 
and you and I will difpute this matter ; 
and the duchefs fliall be judge. But L fanfy 
you will objedt gainft her ; for I will be fo 
fair to you, as to own, that I think fhe is 
of my fide : but, in fliort, you fhall chufe 
any impartial referee you pleafe. I have 
heard from her ; Mr. Pope hath feen her; I 
beg you would fufpend your judgment till 
we talk over this aflfair together; for I fanfy, 
by your letter, you have neither heard from, 
her, or feen her, fo that you cannot at pre- 
fent be as good a judge as we are. ' I'll be 
a dupe for you at any time, therefore I beg* 
Y 4 it 
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it of you, that you would kt me bfe a dupe | 
in quiet. * 1 
As you baYC had iSst cral attacks of tht ] 
giddiness you at prefent complain of, an4 ' 
that it hath formerly left you, i .will hope, 
that at this ioftant you arc perfcdly well ; 
though my fears were fo very great, bcf6pc 
I received yo\ir letter, that I may probably 
flatter myfelf, and think you better than 
you are. As to my being a manager for the 
duke, you have been mifinformcd. Upon 
the difchargc of an unjuft fteward, he took 
the adminiftration into his own hands. I 
own, I was called in to his affiftancc, when 
the ftatc of affairs was in the greatefl con- 
fulion. Like an ancient Roman, I camcj^ 
put my helping hand to fet atFairs right, 
and as foon as it was dpne, I am retired 
again as a private man. 

The DUCHESS. 

What you imagined you heard her fay^ 
was a good deal in her flile : it was a thou- 
£3ind to one fhe had not faid {o, but I muft 
do her the juflice to fay, that fhe did not, 
cither in thought or word. I am fure fhe 
wants to be better acquainted with you, 

for 
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for which (he has found out ten diouiand 
f eafons, that we'll tell you, if you come. 

Mr. G A Y. 

By your letter, I cannot guefs whether 
we are like to fee you or no. Why might 
pot the Amejbury downs make you better \ 

The DUCHESS. 

PEAR SIR, 
Mr, Gay tells me, J muft write upon his 
line for fear of taking up too much room. 
It was his fault, that I cnnitted my duty in 
his laft letter,' for he never told me one 
word of writing to you, till he had fent 
away his letten However, as a mark of 
my great humility, I (hall be ready and 
glad to afk you pardon upon my knees, as 
foon as ever you come, though not in 
fault. I own this is a little mean-fpirited^ 
l^hich I hope will not make a bad imprcjf- 
iion, conlidering you are the occalion. I 
fubmit to all your conditions, fb pray, 
pome ; for, I have not only.promifed my- 
felf, but Mr. Gay alfo, the fatisfadion to 
hear you talk as much nonfcnfc as you can 
poffibly utter. 3 

Mr. 
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Mr. GAY. 

You will read in the Gazette of a friend 
of your s, who hath lately had the dignity 
of being difgraced * : for he, and every 
body^ except five or fix, look upon \t in the 
fanic light. I know, were you here^^ yoi^ 
would congratulate him upon it. I have 
no fcheme at prefent, either to raife my 
fame or fortune. I daily reproach myfelf for 
my idlenefs. You know, one cannot write 
when one will. I think and rejedt : one 
day or other, perhaps, I may think on fome-^ 
thing that may engage me to write. You- 
and I are alike in one particular (I wifh to 
^ be fo in many) i I mean, that we hate to 
write upon other folks hints. J love, to 
have my own fcheme, and tq treat it in my. 
own way. This, perhaps, rr^ay be taking 
too much upon myfelf, and I may make a 
bad choice ; but I can always enter into a 
fcheme of my own with more eafe and plea- 
fure, than into that of any other body. I 
long to fee you ; I long to hear from yoi^ ; 

* ' William Pulteney^ Efq; who on the ift of yufyy 
1731, \yas, by order of king George II, ftruck oUt of 
the lift of the privy-council, and put out pf ^11 the corp- 
miflions of the peace.* 

I wifll 
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J wifh you health ; I wifli you happinefs t 
and I fhould be very happy myfelf to be 
witnefs that you enjoyed my wiflics. 

LETTER CGXCIV. 

Lord BOLINGBKOKE to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

Auguft 2d, i73r. 

I AM indebted to you, my reverend Dean, 
for a letter of a very old date : the expec- 
tation of feeing you from week to week, 
which our friend Gay made me entertain, 
hindered me from writing to you a good 
while; and I have fince deferred it by wait- 
ing an opportunity of fending my letter by 
a fafe hand. That opportunity prefents it- 
fclf at laft, and Mr. Eck/m will put this let- 
ter into your hands. 

You will hear from him, and from others, 
of the general ftate of things in this coun- 
try, into which I returned, and where I 
am confined for my fins. If I entertained 
the notion, which by the way I believe to 
be much older than Popery, or even than 
Chriftianity, of making up an acpount with 
heaven, and demanding the balance in blifs, 

or 
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or paying it by good works and fafFerings 
of my own^ and by the merits and fufferings 
of others, I (hould imagine that I had ex* 
piatcd all the faults of my life, one way or 
other, fince my return into England. One 
of the circumftances of my fituation, which 
has affliftcd me moft, and which afflids 
me ftill fo, is the abfolutc inutility I am of 
to thofd whom I fhould be the beft pleafed 
to ferve. Succefs in ferving my friends 
would make me amends for the want of i( 
in differving my enemies. It is intolerable 
to want it in both, and yet both go toge- 
ther generally. 

I have had two or three projedls on foot 
for making fuch an eflablifhment here as 
might tempt you to quit Ireland. One of 
them would have fucceeded, and wouI(| 
have been agreeable in every relpedt, if 
engagements to my lady's kinfman (who 
did not, I fuppofe, deferve to be your clerk) 
had not prevented it. Another of them 
cannot take place, without the confent of 
thofe, who would rather have you a dean 
in Ireland f than a parifh prieft in England i 
and who are glad to keep you, where your 
^iilcere friend, my late lord Oxford^ fent you, 

A 
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A tjiird was wholly in our power; but 
wheQ I enquired exactly into the value^ I 
found it lefs than J had believed ; the di- 
ftance from thefe part§ was great ; and he- 
fides all this, an unexpe<ited and ground- 
iefs difpute about the right of prefentation - 
(but ftill fuch a difpute as the law muft de- 
termine) had arifen^ You wiU pleal? tp 
believe, that I mention thefe things for no 
other reafon than to (hew you, how much 
•thofe friends deferve you fliould make them 
a vifit at leaft, who are fo defirous to fettle 
you amongft them^ I hope their eiideavours 
will not be always unfuccefsful* 

I received, Ibme time ago, a letter from 
Dr* Delaney ; and very lately Mr, Pape fent 
me fome fheets, which feem to contain th^ 
fubftance of two ferm<^ns of that gentle- 
man's* The philofopbia frima is above my 
reach, and efpecially when it attempts to 
prove, that God has done, or does ib sind 
fb, by attempting to prove, that doing fo 
and fo is effcntial to his attributes, or ne^ 
ceflary to his defign ; and that the not do* 
ing fo and fo would be inconfiftent with 
the former, or repugnant to the latter. I 
content myfelf to contemplate what I am 

furf 
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fure he has done, and to adore him for k 
in humble filence. I can demonftrate, thrt 
every cavil, which has been brought againft 
the great fyftem of the world, phyfical and 
moral, from the days of Democritus and Epi-- 
curus to this day^ is abfurd ; but I dare not 
pronounce why things are made as thcjr 
arei ftate the ends of infinite wifdom, and 
fhew the proportion of the means *. 

Dr. Delaney^ in his letter to me,' men- 
tioned fome errors in the critical parts of 
learning, which he hoped he had corredled, 
by fhewing the miftakes, particularly of 
Sir John Marjham, on whofe aiithorify thofe 
errors were built. Whether I can be of ufe 
to him, even in this part, I know not ; for 
having fixed my opinion long ago concern-^ 
ing all ancient hiftpfy and chronology, by a 
jcareful examinati||n into the firft principles 
of them, I have ever fince laid that ftudy 
totally afide. I confefs, in the letter I writ 

* Ye;t this appears to have been the attempt of Mr* 
Pope^ in his EJJhy on Man^ in which he profeffes to have 
adopted lord Bolingbrokes principles, 

Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend 5** 
and which lord Bolingbroke^ in a fubfcquent part of this 
very letter, fays, was undertaken at his inftigation; 
approving, at the fame time, of the firft thrce books^ 
which he had feen and confidered. 

lately 
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lately to the doftor, notwithftanding mf 
great rcfpe<a for Sir JoJ^fn Marjham, that his 
authority is often precarious, becaufc he 
leans oftei| on other authorities, which arc 
lb. . But to you I will confefs a little more: 
I think, nay, I know, that there is no 
poflibility of making any fyftem of that 
kind, without doing the fame thing ; and 
that the defed is in the fubjedt, not in 
the writer. I have read the writings of 
fome who differ from him ; and of others 
who undertook particularly to refute him. 
It feems . plain to me, that this was the 
ipafe. . All the materials of this fort of learn- 
ing are disjointed and broken. Time has 
contributed to render them fo, and the 
^mfaithfulncfs of thofe, who have tranfmit* 
ted them down to us, particularly of that 
vile fellow Eufebius *, has done even more 
than time itfelf. By throwing thefe frag- 
jaents into a different order, by arbitrary 
interpretations (and it is often impofliblc 
to make any others) in fhort, by a few plau- 
iible gueffes for the connexion and applica- 

* * The learned bifliop of Cafarea^ m the fourth cen- 
tury, in his ChrmUon^ publiflied by Jofeph Svaligcry with 
notes, at Leyden^ in i6o6» folio, and reprinted at Am- 
Jla'daniy with great additions to the notes, in 1658.' 

tion 
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tion of them» a man may, with tolerable 
ingenuity, prove almoft any thing by them. 
I tried formerly to prove, in a learned dif*- 
fertation, by the fame fet of authorities^ 
that there had been four Afyrian monar* 
chiea ; that there had been but three ; that 
there, had been but twoj that there had 
been but one; and that there never had 
been any« I puzzled myfelf, and a much 
nobler man than myfelf, the friend to whom 
I lent the manufcript, and who has, I be«» 
lieve,.kept it. In (hort, I am afraid th^ 
I fliall not be very .ufeful to lXvi,iD€lan€ffi 
in making remarks on the work he i&abbuti 
His communicatiod of this work may hit 
ufeful, and I am fure it will be agreeable to 
me. . If you and he are ftill in L-iland, ptaf 
give my beil fervices to him j but fay no 
more than may b^ pxoper of all I have writ 
tpyou. 

- 1 know very ^rell the projedt yolt mea»/ 
mid about which you fay, that Pope and 
have often teazed me. I could cohvrnob 
you, as he is convinced, that a publication 
of any thing of that kind would have been 
wrong on many accounts, and would he Ccf 
evcir jiQiur. Qjclides, call it pride if yott Willi 

I (hall 
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t (hkll never hiake, either to the ptefini 
Age, or to poftcrity, any apology for the part 
I ad:ed in the late queen's reign But I 
will apply niyfelf very ferioufly to the c&m- 
poiition of juft and true relations of the 
events of thofe times, in which both I, 
and my friends and my enemies muil: take 
the mefiti or the blame, which an authen* 
tic and impartial dedudion of fafts will 
affign to us. I will endeavour to write fo 
as no man could write, who had not beeil 
a party in thofe tranfadions, and as few 
men would write, who had been concerned 
in them. I believe I ihall go back^ in con- 
fidering the political interefts of the princi^ 
pal powers in Europe, as far as the Pyrmneak 
treaty; but I (hall not begin a thread of hi^- 
ftory till the death of Cbarks the fecond oF 
Spain, and the acceffion of queen jinnt to 
the throne of England. Nay, even froiti 
that time downwards, I (hall render tnf 
relations more full, or piumagra, the word 
is father PauPss juft as I have^ or have not, 

* This probably alludes to a trad called Letters an tin 
S^rit of Ptttristifm^ &C. of vt^icfa lord BcUngbrch fct^ 
mitted a few copies to be taken, for his particular 
friends, and which afterwards found its way into the 
world, by Mr.-P^j^s means* Gua, V«l. XIX. 
p. 195, 196. 

Vol. II. Z aMc 
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% ilock of aujthe&tic materials. Thcfe 
regulate my work» and I will neither ii^dulgf 
my own vanity^ nor other men^ curiofi^r 
yi going one ftep farther than they cwjf 
me. You fee, my dear Smft, that J Qpoi 
a large field to myfelf : with what fvc^f 
i (hall expatiate in it, I know as li|t|e, as I 
know whether I (hall live to go tibrough 
ib great a work 5 but I will begin ioamedi^ 
^tely, and will make it one principal bufi** 
Utis of the reft of my life. ThA$ advai)-^ 
|age, at lead, I ihall reap from Itg a great 
advantage it will be^ my atteafkm wiU bf 
diverted from the prefent fceoe. I ihall 
grieve kfs at thofe things which I caimok 
fxiend I I (hall dignify my retreat; and ihall 
:wind up the labours o£ my life in ienring 
the caufe of truth* 

You fay, you could eafily (hew, by com^ 
|>aring my letters., for twenty years paft, 
)iow the whole fyftem of my philofophy 
changes by the (everal gradations of lifc^ 
I dou}>t it. As far as I am able to recoUeft, 
my way of thinking has been uniform 
•enough for more than twenty years. True 
-it is, to my (hame, that ray way of ading 
' has not been always conformable to my way 
* ■ ■ of 
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of thinking. My own paffidiifj, iii^ the 
pafliDns and interefts of oAcr men ilill hiofCi 
htre led me afide^ I launched into the 
deep before I had loaded ballafl enough* If 
the Ihip did not fink, the cargo was thrown 
over-board. The ftorm itfclf threw me into 
port* My own opinion, my own defircs, 
would have kept me there i the opifiion^ 
the defires^ of others lent me to fea again* 
I did, and blamed myfelf for doing what 
otherd> and you, among the reft, would 
have blamed me^ if I had not done. I 
have paid more than I crw6d to party, ' and 
as much at lead as was due to iriendlhtp* 
If I go off the ftage of public life, witix^ut 
paying all I owe to my enemies, and to dnr 
enemies of my country, I do afliire you the 
bankruptcy is not fraudulent* I oonceai 
none of my effe<fts. 

Does Pope talk to you of the Hoblt 
work, which, at toy inftigation> he has 
begun in fuch a manner, that he niuft be 
convinced^ by this time, I judged better of 
hia talents than he did ? The firft epiftlfe 
which confiders man, and the habitation of 
cttan, relatively to the whole fyftem of tmi^ 
verfal being. Thefecond, which confiders 
Z 2 hifh 
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him \n his own habitation, in himfelf,^ ailil 
relatively to his particular fyftem. And Ac 
thirds which (hews how an univerfal caufc 
works to one end, but works by various 
laws ; how man, and beaft, and vegetable 
are linked in a mutual dependency, parts 
neceflary to each other, and neceffary to the 
whole ; how human Ibcieties were formed; 
from what fpring true religion and true po- 
licy are derived ; how God has made our 
greatcft intcrefts and our plaineft duty indi- 
vifibly the fame. Thefe three epiftles, I fay, 
are finiflicd. The fourth he ift now iirtcnt 
upon. It is a noble fubje£b j he pleads the 
caufe of God, I ufe Senecds exprdfion, 
againil that famous charge which Atheifts^ 
in all ages have brought, the fuppbfed un- 
equal difpenfations of Providence ; a charge 
which I cannot heartily forgive your divines 
for admitting ^« You admit it indeed for 

* To prove that the difpenfations of Providence ' in 
the prcient Hate arc n6t unequal, is ccrtainfy verjr dcfir- 
able ; but there is reafon to fear, that thoTe who blame 
divines for admitting an inequaUty, have not fucceeded 
in the attempt. 

The phi1o(bphers, both ancient and modern, who 
Yi2K% endeavoured to juflifv the ways of God to mao^ 
by proving that happinefs aoes not confift in externals, 
in order to (hew that his difpenfations are equal, have 

yet 
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Mi extreme good pur poie^ and you buUd on 
this admiflion the neceffity of 4 future Hate 
qf rewards and punifhmentSi. But what if 
you fhould find, that this future flate will 
not account for God*s juftice * in the pre- 
fent ftate, which you jgive up, in oppofi* 
tion to the Atheift ? Would it not have 
been better to defend God's juftice in this 
world, againft thefe daring men, by irre- 
£ragabie cieafons, and to have refted the 
other point on revelation ? I do not like 

yet placed happinefs in virtue chiefly, as a principle of 
. ,«£Uve benevolence. 

Happier as kinder in each due degree. 
And height of blifs, but I]reight of charity.** 
. Kow there feems to be an inconfiftency between thefe 
two principles, of which jthey ar^ iiot aware. 

It may rcafonably be alked, what virtue, as a principle 
. of a£Uve benevolence, has to beftowf Can it beftow 
upon others my thing ^ore than ext<^nal^ ? If mty it 
cither has not the power pf communicating happinefs, 
. or happinefs is to be communicated in externals. If it 
h^ not the power of cgmmypicating happinefs, it is in- 
deed a mere name ; the fubjedt receives nothing ; the 
agent gives nothing. The blifs of charity is founded on 
• a debiSon ; on the ia|ie fuppofition ^ of a benefit >cppi- 
. iQunicated by externals, which externals cannot com- 
. municate. If happinefe can be communicated by ex- 
. denials, andcopfequeptlyis dependent upon theiPf ,?nd 
thefe externals are unequaljy di^ributed, how is the dif- 
. penfation of Providence, with refpe£t to happinefs in 
che prefent ftate, equal ? 

• i, Will not reconcile the prefent unequal di&x\b\^r 
. 0on to the Divine juftice* 

5Z 3 poo- 
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conccflions made againft dcmonftratiiMi* 
repair or fupply them how you wiU, Thft 
epiftles I have mentioned will compoie % 
iirft book ; the plan of thQ fecond is fettled^ 
You will not uiylerftand by what I have 
faids that Pop^ will go fo deep into the ac« 
gument, or carry it fo far as { have hinted. 
You enquiry fo kindly after my wife> that 
I muft tell you fomethin^ of her. She has 
fallen upon a remedy, invented by a fur-^ 
geon abroad, and which has had great fuc^ 
cefs in cafes fimilar to her*s. This remedy 
has visibly attacked the original caufe of all 
her complaints, and has abated^ in fonie 
degree, by one gentle and uniform e0e<%4 
all the grievous and various fymptoms« I 
hope, and furely with reafon, that (he will 
receive ftill greater benefit from this method 
of cure, which flie will refume as fogn aa 
the great heat is oven If fhe recovers, I 
lhall not, for her fake, ^bftraiSt myfelf fron^ 
the world, more than I do at prefent in 
this place. But if (he fliould be taken fronx 
me, I fhould moft certainly yield to tha| 
ftrcng defire, which I have long had, of fe- 
cluding myfelf totally from the company 
?ind affairs of mankind j of leaving the ma-s* 

pagement^i 
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4b^rs 1 anid e# A^fing^ hy thofe mtmsi 
for thtf reft of my life^ mmi^rtvif t^d tcM 
ftor of pbilofophkal qu^ktir 

1 fiippofe you havo fcefe fome <rf thofy 
volonie^ of fGurrility, *yhieh have been 
throvFB into the world again?ft Mr^ P 
and myfelf, and the Crafijman^ which gavftf 
^eafion to them- I think it is the fcnjfc of 
all my friends, that the perfdfx, who pub^ 
Jiflicd the Final Anfwer *, took a righl 
turn, in a very nice aiid very provoking 
circumftance^ To anfwer all the falfitiet, 
mifreprefentations, and blunders, whieh a 
i:lub of fuch feoundrels, a:^ Arnold^ Conca* 
fien, atad other penlioners of the minifter, 
icrouded together, woidd have been equally 
tedious and ridiculous, and muft have forced 
ieveral things to be faid. To have explained 
ibme points, and to have flopped at others, 
yould have given flrength to that imperti* 
fo|;jgei|ion| fiuilt afone is fijent in the 

. ♦ This pacnpUet wif written by lord BoRnghroh^ iif 
iis own yindication» in X73f» It is intituled, A Final 
Jnfwir to the I^marks on the Crafifinan^s Vindication of his 
$W9 honourakti Pqtrqns \ and to (tU the Libek which havo 
fomoy or mqy come^ frona tU S^uarier^ againfi the Per-- 
fon loft ffiintimd in tbo'Cti^fnm ff %i4 of Afa^ 

7^ i 4a7 
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4ty of iii^uiiy* Itwae tberefbre right tQ 
open no part of the fcene of the late qoeca*« 
reign^ nor fubmit the paflages of her ad-^ 
ininiibratioo» and the condud of any of her 
minifterst t» the examination of fo vile a 
tribunal. This was ftiU the more right. 
becauTca upon fuch points as relate to fub- 
fequent tranfadions, and as afied: me fioglya 
what the Craft/man had faid^ was juftified 
unanfwerably ; and whatrthe remarker had 
advanced^ was proved to be infamouHy falfe« 
The effcd of this paper has anfwered the 
defign of it ; and, which is not commonj 
all iides agree, that the things iisLid ought 
to have been faid. The public writer^ feen^ 
to be getting back, from thefe perfonal al-? 
tercations, to national affairs, much againi^ 
the grain of the minifter's fadion« What 
the effcd of all this writing wijl be, I 
knpw not; but this I know, that when aU 
the information which can begiven, is given j 
when all tl^e fpirit which can be raifed,: is 
raifed, it is to no purpofe to write any 
more. Even you men of this world have 
nothing elfe to do, but to let the Oiip df ive 
till ftie is caft away, or till the ftorm is over, 
ypr my own part, I am neither an owner. 
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«n officer/ nor a foxtmz^msm^ ilimtitttii 
f^fftngcTr fyid my lord Garhty. ^ : 
It i$ well for you I am got to the e&dtf 
iny paper; for you might elfe have a letter 
as long again from me. If you aiiifwef me 
by the poft, remember, whilft you are 
writing, that you w]ite by the poil^ Adieot 
xnj reverend friend. 

LETTER CCXCV. 
JLady B ^ G— to Dr. SWIFT^ 

Drayton, Sept 7th, 1731.' 

TPo fhew how ftridtly I obey your orders, 
I came from the duchefs of jD^ry^/*s coun- 
try-houfe to my own, where I have rid and 
Valked as often as the weather permitted 
me. Nor am I very nice in that 5 for, if 
you remember, I was not bred up very ten- 
derly, nor a fine lady ; for which I acknow- 
ledge myfelf exceedingly obliged to my pa- 
rents : for had I that fort of education, I 
ihould not have been fo cafy and happy as, 
I thank God, I now am. As to the gout, 
indeed, I do derive it from my anceftorsi but 
I may forgive even that, lince it waited 
p|X>ni me no £o6hcx } and efpecially fince I 



fee my elder and two yonngrr bititlicFS la( 
terribly plagued with it ; fii that I' am mm 
the only wine^inker in my fitmily i tfid» 
upotk my wordr I am not kicm^^ in tb^K 
lincc you fifft kntwnif. 

i am ibny you are invotved ift lav?'* 
fotts % it i» the thing (m earth I mcft fear« 
I wifli you had met with as cotnphifant an 
advcrfary as I did i for my lord Peteriarom 
plagued SirJoJbfi^ all his fife* time f but de-^ 
daredt if ever he gave the eftate tomej^ he 
would have done with it i and accordingly 
has kept his word^ like an honourable man^ 
I hope I (hail ibon hear of ti)e duke and 
duchefs of JD^r^^/'s fafe landip^ i and I dpt 
not qoeftion the people of IrfLnnt^ Uking 
them as well as they deierve, I defire no 
better for them ; for if you doo't fpoil biw 
there, which I think he has too good fenie 
to let happen, he is the moft worthy, ho^ 
neft, good-natured> great-foul'd man that 
ever was born. As to the duchefs^ (he is 
(b referved, that perhaps ihe m;ay not be at 
£ril fo much admired 5 but, upon known- 
ledge, I will defy any bckly upon earth# 
with fenfe, judgment^ and good-nature» 

* Hufband to lady fl.^— 

not 
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iv^ ooly not to admire her, but muft lovo 
an^ oftfiCf& her, as much as I do^ and every 
one elie does, that is really acquainted with 
hen You know him a little; to, £q£ his own 
iake» you muft like him : and» till you are 
better acquainted with them both, I hope 
you will like them fqr mine. Your friend 
BidJy ^ is juft the fame as ihe was ; laughs 
fedately,, and makes a joke flily. And £ 
am^ as I ever was^^ and hope I ever ihall 
be, your moft fin?ere friend, and faithful 
humble fervantj, 

I. E T T E R CCXCVI. 
The Countcfs of to Dr. SWIFT 

SIR, Hampton-Court> Sept. 25th, 1731. 

U think yxxa have a natural right to 
gbufe mCj^ becau£^ I am a woman> and a 

t Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 

♦ Three letters^ recommending Mrs. Barber^ th« 
wife of a tradefinan in Ireland who had failed, to the 
queen^ in o/der tp forward a fubfcription for fome 
poems, were forged in the Dean's iiame, and fent ta 
her majeftjr. The Dean wrote an account of the frauds 

aftd a julWTcation of himfelf, to the countefs of S , 

in,a letter, to which this is an anfwer. See one of the 

(X>unterfeit letters, and the Dean's to lady S , in 

the volumes juft publUhpihy Mr, D^am Swift. 

courtier. 
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eauptieiV} l hAvo taken U as a womaa ^^fld $m 
a courtier ottghtft with great vrefcntmeo^ 
and a deterxnixie4^ refolution of revenge^ 
The number , of letters that have been fent^ 
and thought, by many to be your's (and 
diaak God th^ were all filly ones) has been 
a fair field to execute it. Think of my joy 
to hear you fiifpe&ed of foUy i thin% of 
nay pleafurc when I entered the lift for your 
juftification t Ii^deed J was a Iktle difcon- 
.«erted to find Mr. P0pe toolc the fanie 
fide ; for I would have had the man of wit» 
«he dignified divine^ the Irijh Drapier, have 
^ found no friend bu( the filly wpnum and 
.the courtier. Could I have prefcrved my- 
ielf alone in the lift, I ftiould not have de<p 
fpaired^ that this monitor of pripces, this 
Jri/b patriot^ this excellent nian at fpeedi 
and pen, ftiould have clofed the fcene under 
fufpicion of having a violent pafilpn for 
Mrs. Barker and lady ilf-r-or.* Mrs, fli^- 
^Tood ^ has writ the pr^^grcfs of it. Now, 
to my mortification, I find every body in- 
clined to think you had no hand in writ*? 
ing thofe letters; but I every day thapk 

t Mrs, Hf^yivotdj a well-known writer of fcanda] in 
novels. 

Providence 
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IftovMch&i that there is an epitaph in St^ 
f^iHclk's ^cathedral J, that will be a kfting 
' nkminnent of yoor imprudence. I cheriflt 
. this extremely; for, fay what you can to 
^ftiMff it, 1 am convinced I (hall as eafily 
irgue the world' into the belief of a cour- 
'tttrV l&icerity, as yon (with all your wit 
and elo'qucrice) will be able to convince 
iriankiiid of tibe prudence of that adion. 
1 exp^d to hear if peace fliall enfue, or war 
continue between us. If I know but littte 
^6f the art of war, you fee I do not want 
courage ; and that has made many an ig« 
norant foldier fight fuccefsfully. BeiideSt 
1 have a numerous body of light-armed 
troops to bring into the field, who, when 
iingle, may be as inconfidefablc as a Lr///- 
j^/ftw, yet ten thoufand of them embarraffed 
captain G/i/8?i;^r. If you fend honourable 
articles, they (hall be figned. I infift that 
you own that you have been unjuft to me ; 
for I have never forgot you ; for I have 
made others fend iny compliments, becaufe 
I was not able to write myfelf If I can- 
not juftify the advice I gave you, from the 

t On the duke of Schomberg. Sec the letter, to which 
. . thU ly anfwer. 

, fucccfs 
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£iccds of it, I gftvc yon 
it: and it was your bufinefs to havie judged 
of mj capacity^ by the foiidity 6f my ar^^ 
guments^ If die principle was ftlfe^ yon 
ought not to have aifted upon it. So you 
have been only the dupe of your own tU 
judgment^ and not my falfhood* Am I to 
fend back the crown and the pkdd^ well 
packed up, in my own charaAer^ and con« 
tinue very truly and very much your humbU 
fcrvant, — — **? 

LETTER CCXCVIL 
Lady B— G to Dn SW t FT, 

I BELIEVE in my confcience, that 
though you had anfwered mine before^ iht 
fecond was never the lefs wdcome* 80 
much for your topfcript, not poftfcript j and 
in very fincere eameft I heartily thank yotf 
for remembering mefo often* Since Icamc 
out of the country, my riding dajrs are 
over ; for I never was for your Hyde^Park 
courfcs, although my courage ferves m6 
very well at a hand-gallop in the country 
for fix or feven miles, with one horfeman, 

and 



4 
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md a r«gged lad« a labourer's boyt that is 
to be ck)atb^ wiien bt can mp faft enough 
keep up witb jxijr liorfe, wbo has yet 
only proved his dexterity by efcaping from 
But my courage faifo me ibr rid« 
iag in town^ iPf^re I ihould have the hap«^ 
piiM^fs to meet with plenty of your very 
pretty feUowa> that manage their own 
horfes to fhew their art ; or that think a 
poitilion'a cap^ with a white frocks the 
moft becoming drefs. . The& and their 
grooms I am moil bitterly afraid of; be« 
caofe, yon mtift know;, if my complaifant 
friend, your preibyterian houfekeeper % 
can reovembef an^ thing like fach days 
with me^ that is a very good reafon for me 
to reiii^nber that time is pail; and your 
toitpe9$ would r^oice to fee a horie throw 
an ancient gentlewoman^ 

I am forry to hear you are no wifer in 
Ireland th^ we Englijh ; for our birth-day 
was as fine as hands could make us ; but I 
qucftion much whether we all paid ready 
money. I mightily approve of my duchefs's 

* Probably Mrs. fFhiie-lVay ^yf)xom Swift humouroufly 
called Mrs, Alba-Fia. 

being 
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being direfled in your maniifidure f ; ^] 
your ladies will follow her example in aU-j 
tfaings» they cannot do Wfn&. And I dan ^ 
fay you will {oon find that the more yoa 
know of them both, the better you will 
like them ; or elfr Ireland has ilrangely de^ 
praved your tafte^ and That my own vani^ 
will not let me believe, fince you ftiU flattor 
me. 

Why do you tantalize me ^ Let me fee 
you in England again, if you dare ; and 
choofe your refidence/ fununer or wiateTi^ 
St. James s Sfuaref or Drayton. I defy yoa 
in all (hapes ; be it dean of St. Patrici'% 
governing England or Ireland, or politician 
Drapier. But my choice ihoidd be the par* 
£on in lady Betty's chamber. Make hafie 
then, if you have a mind to oblige your 
ever fincere and hearty old friend^r 

t The duchds alfo appeared at the eaftle in DsMur, 
wholly clad in the manufaftures pf tnkndj on htt 
ms^dty's birth-day in 1753, ^ was a ft- 
cond tiine lord lieutenant* 
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X LET -T E R GCXCYIII.. 

Mr. GAY, and.thc,t)uke of . 

; to Dr/ SWIFT. 

. November the 8th, ^^73*^ 

R z^diit this month or fix weeks paft, 
t'have been ratobling ' from home, or h'ave 
been at what I may not improperly call 
other hornes, at D^wfy^^nd ztTwicken&am; 
khd, 'I fcally "'think; at every one of my 
homes ybuhav^ as gboda pretehfibn as'my- 
felf. For I find theni^ all ex:ceedingly dif- 
appointed by' the law-fm^ that hath kept 
you thif fummcr froni us'. Mr. Pope told 
rne, tTiat^ affair was "^noW over, that you 
iiave the cftate wHrch' wasy^^ fccurity ;* I 
^ifh'yoU had your 6 Wn money V for Twifh 
you free frbhi civcry cto^agcmeht that keeps 
us from one another. I think you decy- 
phercd ihe laft letter we fent you very 
jtidicioirfly. - You may rnake your own con- 
ditions 2XjimeJbury^ where I am at prefent ; 
you may do the fame at Dawlyi and Tnvick" 
enhamy you know, is your own. But if 
you rather chufe to live with me (that is to 
fay, if you will give up your right and title) 
VoL.ir. Aa , IwiU 
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I will purchafc the houfc you and I ufed to 
difpute tbout ovcr-againft Ham walks, oa 
purpofc to entertain you. Name your day^ , 
and it (hall be done. I have lived with you, 
and I wifh to do fo again in any place, and 
upon any terms. The duchefs does not 
know of my writing ; but I promifed to 
acquaint the duke the next time I wrote to 
you, and for aught I know he may tell the 
duchefs, and fhe may tell Sir William Wynd^ 
ham J who is now here ; and for fear they 
fhould all have fomething to fay to you, I 
leave the reft of the paper till I fee the 
duke. 

The t) tr K E. 

Mr. Gay tells me, you feem to doubt 
what authority my wife and he have to in- 
vite a perfon hither, who, by agreement, is 
to have the government of the place during 
his ftay ; when at the fame time it does not 
appear, that the prefent mafter of thefe de- 
mefnes hath been confulted in it. The 
truth of the matter is this : I did not know 
whether you might not have fufpedted me 
for a fort of a pert coxcomb, had I put in 
my word in the late correfpondence between 

you 
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you and my wifc.'^Ladies (by the courtcfy 
of the WcJrld) enjoy privileges not allowed 
to men ; and in many cafes the fame thing 
is called a favour from a lady, which might 
perhaps be looked upon as impertinence 
from a man. Upon this refledtion, I havti 
hitherto refrained from writing to you, hav- 
ing never had the pleafure of converfing 
with you othcrwife ; and as that is a thing 
I moft fincerely wifh, I would not venture 
to meddle in a ncgociation that feemed to be 
in fo fair a way of producing that defirablc 
epd. But our friend Join h^s not done me 
juftice, if he has never mentioned to you 
how much I wiih for the pleafure of feeing 
you here; and tho' I have not till now 
avowedly taken any fteps towards bringing 
it about, what has pafled conducive to it has 
been all along with my privity and confent, 
and I do now formally ratify all the prelimi- 
nary articles and conditions agreed to on 
the part of my wife, and will undertake to 
the due obfervance of them, I depend upon 
my friend Jo&n to anfwer for my fmcerity. 
I was not longat court. I have been a coun- 
try gentleman for fome time. 

Po/I manus fub linus darque dds Jive nig ig^ 
gnipite gnaros. 

A a 2 LET- 
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LETTER CCXCIX^ 
Lady B G— to Dr. SWIFT. 

January the lith, 1731* 

It is well for Mr. Pope your letter came as 
It did, or clfe I had called for my coach, aiid 
was going to make a thorough feafch at his 
houfe I for that I was moft pofitively affured 
that you were there in private, the duke of 
Dorjet can tell you. Non credo is all the La^ 
tin I know, and the moft ufeful word upon 
all occafions to me. However, like moft 
other people, I. can give it up for what I 
wifli ; fo for once I believed, or at leaft 
went half way in what I hoped was true> 
and then, for the only time, your letter 
was unwelcome. You tell me you have a 
requeft, which is purely perlbnal to me : 
non credo for that ; for I am fure you would 
not be fo difagreeable as not to have made 
it, when you know 'tis a pleafure and fatis- 
faition to me to do any thing you defirc, 
by which you may find you are not fans 
confequence to me. 

I met with your friend Mr. Pope the 
other day. He complains of not being well, 
3 and 
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and indeed looked ill. I fear that neither 
his wit or fenfe do arm him enough againft 
being hurt by malice; and that he is too 
fenfible of what fools fay : the run is much 
againft him on the duke of C&andois's * ac- 
count 5 but I believe their rage is not kind- 
nefs to the duke, but they are glad to give 
it vent with fome tolerable pretence. I 
wifh your prefence would have fuch a mi- 
raculous effed: as your defign on Biddfs -f* 
fpeech : you know formerly her tongue 
was not apt to run much by inclination ; 
but now every winter is kept ftill per force, 
.for {he conftantly gets a violent cold that 
lafts her all winter, But as to that quarrel- 
fome friend of the duke of Dorfefs, I will 
let her loofe jat you, and fee which can get 
the better. Mifs Kelly was a very pretty 
girl when (he went from hence, and the 
beaiix fhew their good tafte by liking her, 
J heaj: her father is now kind to her ; but 
if (he is not mightily altered, flie would 
give up fome of her airs and equipage to 
live in England. 

♦ It was faid that Mr. Pope intended the character 
of Timoriy in his epiftle on the ufe of riches in works 
^ of tafte, addreffed to the earl of Burlington^ for the duke 
of Chandois, 

t Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 

A a 3 Since 
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Since you arc fo good as to enquire aftci^ 
my health, I ought to inform you I never 
•Was better in my life than this winter. I 
have efcaped both head-achs and gout : and 
that your's may not be endangered by 
reading fuch a long letter, I will add no 
more, but bid adieu to my dear dean, 

E G • 

LETTER CCC. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, London, January the 1 8th, I73r, 

I T is now near nine o'clock. I deferred 
fitting down to write to you, in expecta- 
tion to have feen Mr. Pope, who left me 
two or three hours ago to try to find lord 
Burlington, within whofe walls I have not 
been admitted this year and half ; but for 
what reafon I know not. Mr. Pope is juft 
this minute come in, but had not the good 
luck to find him; fo that I cannot give you 
any fatisfadlion in the affair you writ laft 
about. He defigns to fee him to-morrow; 
and if any thing can be done, he fays you 
fhall hear from him. 



By 
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By the beginning of my letter you fee 
bow I decline in favour ; but I look upon 
it as my particular diftindtion, that as fooii 
as the court gains a man, I lofe him. It is 
a mortification I have been, ufed to, fo I 
bear it as a philofopher fliould. The letter 
which you writ to me and the duke I re- 
ceived, and Mr. Pope fhewed me that di- 
rected to him, which gave me more plea- 
fure than all the letters you have writ fmcp 
I faw you, as it gives me hopes of feeing 
you foon. 

Were I to acquaint the duke and duchefs 
of my writing, I know that they would 
have fomething to fay, to you, and perhaps 
would prevent my fending the letter this 
poft, fo I chufe to fay nothing about it. 
You are in great favour and efteem with all 
thofe that love me, which is one great rear 
fon that I love and efteem them. 

-Whenever you will order me to turn 
your fortune into ready money, I will obey 
you; but I chufe to leave it where it is, till 
you want it, as it carries fome intereft; 
though it might be now fold to fome advan- 
tage, and is liable to rifes and falls with the 
other Hocks. It may be higher ^s well as 
A a 4 lower 5 
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lower ; fo I will not difpofc of it till I hear 
from you. I am impatient to fee you, 
are all your friends. You have taken you^ 
rcfolution, and I fhall henceforth every 
week expedt an agreeable furprize. The 
bellman rings for the letter, fo I can (ay nci 
more. 

LETTER CCCI. 
Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT. 

February 23, 17 3U 

I L I K E to know my power (if it is fo) 
that I can make you uneafy at my not wrif r 
ing; tho' I (han't often care to exert it, left 
you fliould grow weary of me and my cor- 
refpondence but the llownefs of my an- 
fwers does not come from the emptinefs of 
my heart, but the emptinefs of my head ij 
and that you know is nature's fault, not 
mine. I was not learned enough to know 
Mn credo has been fo long in faftiion; but 
every day convinces me more of the necef- 
fity of it, not but that I often wifh againft 
myfelf; as per example, I would fain be- 
lieve you are coming to England^ becaufe 
moft of your acquaintance tell me fo; and 

yet 
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yet turn, and wind, and fift your letters tq 
find any thing like it being true ; but in- 
ilead of that, there I find a law-fuit, which 
is a worfe tie by the leg than your lame- 
nefs. And pray what is thi^ hurt above 
my heel Have you had a fellow-feeling 
with my lord lieutenant * of the gout, and 
call it a fprain, as he does ? who has lain -f* 
fo long and often to difguife it, that I ver 
rily think he has jiot a new ftory left. Does 
he do the fame in Ireland; for there I 
hoped he would have given a better exam- 
ple? 

I find you are grown a horrid flatterer, 
or elfe you could never have thought of 
any thing fo much to my tafte as this piece 
of marble you fpeak of for my fifter Pene-- 
loffe^f which I defire m^y be at my expence. 

* The duke of Dor/et. 

•f This feems to be humouroufly made the participle 
of /iV, menttor. 

% Lady Penehpe Berhlty died in Dublin^ whilft her 
father was in the government, and was interred in St, 
Andrew's church under the altar. No monument was 
erefled to her memory till about this time, when Dr. 
Stoi/t caufed a plate of black marble to be fixed in the 
wall over the altar piece, with this infcription. 

Underneath lieth the body of the lady 
Penelope Berhley^ daughter of the right 
*^ honourable CAtfr/^i earl of Berkeley. She 
" died S^^/^mifT the 3d, 1699." 

I cannet 



I cannot be exa£t^ neither as to the time 
nor year, but fhe died foon after wc came, 
there, and we did not ftay quite two years, 
and were in England feme months before 
king William died. I wifh I had my dame 
Wadgar^f of Mr. Ferrers'^ memorandum 
head, that I might know whether it was 
gt the time * of goofeberries. 

Surely your Irijh air is' very bad for 
darts ; if Mrs. Kelly ^ are blunted already, 
make her crofs father let her come over, 
and we won't ufe her fo in England. If my 
duchefs -f- fees company in a morning, you 
need not grumble at the hour ; it muft be 
purely from great complaifance, for that 
never was her tafte here, though (he is as 
early a rifer as the generality of ladies are : 
and, I believe, there are not many drefling- 
rooms in London ^ but mine, where the early 
idle come. 

* In the petition of Frances Harris to the lords ju-r 
ftices» upon lofing her purfe, there are thefe verfes, 
*' Yes, fays fhe, the fteward I remember, when I 
** was at my lady Shrewjbury\ 

Such a thing as this happened juft about the 
time of goofberries." 
This fteward, was Mr. Ferrers \ and dame Wadgar^ 
was the old deaf houfekeeper in lord Berkeley's family, 
when he was one of the lords juftices of Ireland^ 
t Theducheftpf Dorfet. 

Adieu 
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Adieu abruptly ; for I will have no morcf 
formal humble fervants, with your whole 
name at the bottom, as if I was afking you 
your catechifm. 

LETTER CCCIL 
Mr. , G A Y to Dr. S W I F T, 

DEAR SIR, [Received April the i2th, 1732,;} 

I H O P E this unlucky accident of hurt^ 
ing your leg will not prevent your conning 
to us this fpring, though you fay nothing 
about it. All your friends cxped: it, and 
particularly my landlord and landlady, who 
are my friends as much as ever; and I 
fhould not think them fo, if they were not 
as much your's. The downs of Amejbury 
are fo fmooth, that neither horfe or man 
pan hardly make a wrong ftep, fo that you 
may take your exercife with us with greater 
^curity. If you prevail with the ducheft, 
to ride and walk with you, you will do her 
good \ but that is a motive I could never 
prevail with her to comply with. I wifh 
yoii would try whether your oratory could 
get over this difficulty. " General Dormer^ 
Sir Clement Cotterell, and I, fet put to-mor- 
row 
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irow morning for Roujbam^ in Oxford/hire^ 
to ftay ten days or a fortnight. The du** 
chefs will undertake to recommend the 
lords of her acquaintance to attend Mr, 
Ryveshis caufe, if itfhould come on before 
our return : the duke will do the fame. 
Her grace too hath undertaken to anfwcr 
your letter. I have not difpofed of your 
Swtb-Sea bonds ; there is a year's intereft 
doe at hady^day. Were I to difpofe of thexn 
at prefent^ I fhould lofe a great deal of the 
premium I paid for them : perhaps they 
may fall lower, but I cannot prevail with 
myfelf to fell them. The rogueries that 
have been difcovered in fome other copi^ 
panies^ I believe, makes them all have lefs 
credit. I find myfelf difpiritcd, for want 
of having fome purfuit. Indolence and 
idlenefs arc the moft tirefome things in the 
world. I begin to find a diflike t© fociety, 
I think I ought tp try to break myfelf of it, 
but I cannot refolve to fet about it. I have 
left off almoft all my great acquaintance^^ 
which faves me fomething in chair-hire, 
though in that article the town is ftill 
very expenfivc. Thofe who were your old 
acquaintance;^ are almoft the only people I 

vjfit ; 
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vifit ; and indeed, upon trying all, I like 
them beft. Lord Cornbury rcfufed the pen- 
lion that was offered him ; he is chofen to 
reprefent the univerfity of Oxford^ (in the 
room of Mr. Bromley) without oppofition. 
I know him, an4 I think he deferves it. 
He is a young nobleman of learning and 
morals, which is fo particular, that I know 
you will refpe<ft and value him ; and, to my 
great comfort, he lives in our family. Mn 
Pope is in town, and in good health. I 
lately pafled a week with him, at Twicken^ 
ham. I muft leave the reft to the duchefs ; 
for I muft pack up my fliirts, to fet out 
to-morrow, the 14th of March, the day 
after I received your letter* ^ If you would 
advife the duchefs to confine me four hours 
a day to my own room, while I am in the 
country, I will write 5 for, I cannot con- 
fine myfelf as I ought. 

LETTER CCCIII. 
Lady B G to Dr. SWIFT. 

London, 13th May, 1732. 

I A M forry my writing fhould inconve- 
nience your eyes ; but I fear) it is rather 
my ftile, than my ink, that is fo hard to 

be 
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read : however, if I do not forgfct myfelf, 
I will enlarge my hand to give you the lefs 
trouble. Their graces are at laft arrived 
in perfedt health, in fpight of all their pe- 
rils and dangers, though I muft own, they 
were fo long in their voyage, that they gave 
me an exceeding heart-ach ; and, if that 
would be any hinderance, they fhall ne- 
ver have my confent to go back' to Ireland^ 
but remain here, and be only king of 
Knoivle and Drayton^ i and I do not think 
it would be the worfe for him, either in 
perfon or pocket. I dare fay, he woa't 
need a remembrancer's office for any thing 
you have fpoke to him about ; but how- 
ever, I will not fail in the part you have 
fet me. 

I find you want a ftrid: account of me, 
how I pafs my time. But firft, I thank 
you for the nine hours out of the twenty- 
four you allowed me for fleeping ; one or 
two of them, I do willingly prefent you 
back again. As to quadrille, though I am, 
generally fpeaking, a conftant attendant 
on it every day, yet I will moft thank- 

* Knowle^ a fine old feat of the duke of Dorfet^Sy 
near Seven Oaks, in Kent. Drayton^ fee letter CCXCV. 

fully 
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fully fubmit to your allowance of time 1 
for when complaifance draws me on far- 
ther, it is with great yawnings, and a vaft 
expence of my breath, in alking. Who 
plays? Who's called? And, what's trumps? 
If you can recolledt any thing of my for- 
mer way of life, fuch as it was, fo it is* 
I never loved to have my hands idle ; they 
were either full of work, or had a book ; 
but as neither fort was the beft, or moft 
ufeful, fo you will find forty . years have 
done no more good to my head, than they 
have to my face. Your old friend J^iddy -|- 
is much your humble fervant, and could 
jhe get rid of her cough, her fpleen would 
do her and her friend no harm ; for flie 
loves a fly fedati joke, as well as ever you 
knew her do. The duke and duchefs are 
jufl come in, who both prefent their fervice 
to you, and will take it as a favour^ if you 
will beftow any of your time that you can 
fpare upon J lord George. . 
. Adieu, for the duchefs, the countefs of 

jS , Mr. Charden, and I, arc going to 

quadrille. 

if- Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 

t Lord George Sackville was at this time a ftudent in 
the univerfity of Dublin, 

LET- 
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LET T E R CCCIV. 
Mr- G A Y to Dr. S W I F t. 

DEAR SIRt London^ May igth^ ^7^2* 

T o - M O R R O W we fct out for Amef^ . 
iury, tvherc I propofc to follow your ad- 
vice, of employing myfclf^bout fome work 
againft next winter. You feemed not to 
approve of my writing more fables. Thofc 
I am now writing, have a prefatory dif-i^ 
courfe before each of them, by way of 
epiftle, and the morals of them, moft are 
of the political kind ; which makes thenS 
run into a greater length than thofe I have 
already publiflied. I have alteady finiflied 
fifteen or fixteen ; four or five more would 
make a volume of the fame fizt as the 
firft. Though this is a kind of writing 
that appears very eafy, I find it is the moft 
difficult of any that I ever Undertook. Af- 
ter I have invented one fable, and finifhed 
it, I defpair of finding out another but I 
have a moral or two, which I wifli to write 
upon. I have alfo a fort of fcheme to raife 
my finances by doing fomething for the 
ftage : with this; and fome reading, and a 

- - great 
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fgtt^t deal of exercife> I propofe to pafs my 
fuitainer. I am ferry it mud be without 
you. Why can't you come and faufttcr 
about the downs a horfeback^ in the au- 
tumn, to mark the partridges for me to 
ihoot for your dinner ? Yefterday I received 
your letter, and notwithftanding your re* 
proaches of lazinefs, I was four or five 
hours about bufin^fs, and did not fpend a 
^billing in a coach or chair. I received a 
, year's intereft on your two bonds, which 
is 8/. I have four of my own. I have 
depofited all of them in the hands of Mr. 
Hoare, to receive the half year's interdl 

Mkhaelmas. The premium of the bonds 
is fallen a great deal fince I bought your's. 
I gave very near 6/ on each bond, and they 
are now fold for about 50/* Every thing 
is very precarious, and I have no opinion 
of any of their public fecurities ; but, I 
believe, the parliament next year intend to 
exatnine the South-Sea fcheme. I do not 
know, whether it will be prudent to truft 
our money there till that time. I did what 
I could to aflift Mr. Ryves ; and I am very 
glad that he hath found juftice. Lord Ba^ 
tburjl fpoke for him, and was very zealoua 

VoL.IL b oa 
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on bringing on kis caufe. The due^ft 
intended to write in my laft letter^ but (he 
iet out all on a fttdden» to take care of lord 
Drumlanrig^p wbo was taken ill of the 
Anall-pox ^t Wtncbifter fchooL He is now 
i>erfedtly well reeoveredy (for he had a fa« 
yourable kind) to the great joy of our fa-- 
. mily. . . I think ihe oughti as flie intends, 
to renew her correfpondence with you at 
^dmejbury. I was at Dawley on Sundi^^ 
l^ady Bolingbrcke continues in a very bad 
ftate of healthy but ftill retains tier ipirits^ 
You are always remembered there with 
great refpe^ and friendihip. Mrs. Pvptit 
fo worn out with old age^ but without 
any diftemper, that I look upon hex life 
as very uncertain. Mr. Po^e'^ ilate of health 
is much in the fame way as when you left 
him* As for myfclf> I am often troubled 
with the cholice I have as muchr inatten- 
tion, and havC;^ I thinks lowef fpirits than 
ufuaU which I impute to my having no one 
purfuit in life. I have many compliments 
to make you. from the duke and duche&^ 
and lotds Bolingbroke^ Batburfi^ Sir William 
Wyn^amy Mr. Pulteney, Dr. Arbuthntat^ 

* Her fon. 

^ - Mr. 
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Mti jjims^ &c. Every dne of them is dif*-* 
appointed in your oot coming : among us« 
I have not feen dean Berkeley ^ but have read 
^,his book 'f') and like many parts of it$ but 
Jin general think> with you, that it is too 
.ipeailativC) at leaft for me. Dr. Delaney I 
liave very feldom feen ; he did not da me 
4he honour to advife with me about any 
.thing he hath publiihed I y^ur 
llioughts upon this fort gf writingi and I 
. (hould.have advifed him> as you did, though 
I. have loil his good opinion. I write io 
. ivery great hafte j for I have many things to 
, tdo before I go out of town. Pray make me 
happy aj ypu can, and let me hea^^ from 
;^^u often. But I am flill in hopes to fee 
. i yQUi and will exped a fummons one day or 
^ Other to come to Brijloli in order tQ be your 
^^^Xi^^XoAmeJbury. 

*t * Alciphront Or, The MnuU Phlkfopher. Printed 9t 

s iMdoHj in 1732, ia two volamcj §vo/ 

^ X' ' He publifced at Lond$n, in this year 17-32, in 
4 voL 8vo, Revelatifin examined with Candour : Or^ a fqir 
Jufuiry into the Saifi and UJe of the feverdi Revelmh^it sx* 
frify dedarfd, pr fujfficiently implied, to be delivered t9 Mm* 
'Mud from the Creation, as they were found in the BMi* 
m profefed Friend to m honsjt Freedom of Thought in riSftm 

^ mtsfnquiriei.* 



( 372 ) 

LETTER CCOV. 

Lady CATHERINE jo NES 
to Dr. SWIFT, , 

June 15th, 1732. ' 

T^HE return of my humble thanks ta 
Mr. Dean, by the date it bears, looks' nfiore* 
like a flumber of gratitude, than the quick 
fenfe of that rare virtue which I owe to 
you. Sir, for the trouble you have fo wil- 
lingly undertaken, in executing what I fo 
much de fired ; fince the manner you have 
done it in, anfwers my wi/hes in every re- 
fpedt. The propofal you made, I acquaint- 
ed my fifter Ki/dare, and niece Fanny Co-- 
ningsby with ; for being but one part of the 
family, I cannot aft farther than they will 
confent, which is, that they will fettle 
twenty fhillings per year, that you may 
never be liable to any more trouble upon 
the fame occafion. 

I need no^ inform you, Mr. Dean, thix 
the world teaches us, that relations and 
focnds look like two different fpecies : and, 
though I have the honour to be allied to 
my lord Burlington, yet fince the death of 

my 
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my good father and his, the notice he 
takes of me, iJ, as if I was a lcparate4 
blood 5 or elfc, I am vain enough to fay, 
we are fprung from one anccftor, whofc 
aflics Jceep up a greater luftre than thofe 
who are not reduced to them. 

I cannot conclude without faying, th^ 
were I worthy in any way to have the 
pkafure ,of feeing dean Swift ^ I do not 
know any paflion, even envy would not 
make' innocent, in my ambition of feeing 
the author of fo much wit and judicious 
Writing, as I have had the advantage of. 
Your moft humble and obliged fervant, 

CATHERINE JONES. 

Your opinion of Mr. French is juft, and his due, 

LETTER CCCVL 

Lord B O L I N G B R O K E to 
Dr. S W I F T. 

July the 1 8th, 1732.. 

I WRITE this letter, ifi hopes that 
P<7//, a man fcattered in the world (ac- 
cording to the French phrafe) will foon pro- 
cure me an opportunity of conveying it 
iafcly to you, my reverend dean. For my 
B b 3 own 
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own ptrt, hilf this wicked natbn might go 
toyoti, 6r half your nation might come to 
us, and the whole migration Imb over before 
I knew anything of the matter. Mylet«^ 
ter will concern nether af&irs of ft^te^ oOf 
of party ; and yet I wotild notlitvt it £dl 
hito the hands of our teiftiA?ers t tt might 
pais in dieir excellent ijioddles for vi piece 
of a plot agamft themfelvest if not againft 
thiB ftate^ cr» at leaft, it might furn^(h thea| 
with an opportunity of doing aq iU^-natur^ 
tnd difappointing a good-J^atured ihiogi^ 
which being a pleafure to the ni^alicious 
and the bafe, I (hould be ibrry to give it 
on any occafion, and cfpecially ofi thisj to 
the par nobik fratrum *. 

After this preamble, I proceed to tell 
you, that there is in my neighbourhood^ 
in Berkjkirej a clergyman^^ one Mr. Talht^ 
related to the fclicitor^general, and pro* 
tedted by him. This man has now the 
\Win^6f Burjield^y which the late bifliop 

Durham held before, and, for 'aught J[ 
know, after lie was bifliop of Oxford. The 
living is worth 400/. per ann. ovei- an4 
{ibove .a curate paid, as Mr. Carrey^ % 

^ ^ Sir R9heri Walpole^ and his brother Horace.* 
♦ ^ A maory in Berk/bin* 

^ gentle* 
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gentkman who does my bufinefs in ihat 
country^ and who i8^ayery grave aiitho<*. 
rity^ aflures m6« The parfonage4iaure ia 
extremely good, the place pleafant, the 
. air excellent, the diftance from Lmdou >a 
Kttle day's journey, and from hence (give 
me leave to think thiscircumftance of fome 
kn^rtance to you) not much above half a 
day's, even for you who are not a great 
jockey. Mn Talbot has many reafonf# 
which make him deiirous to fettle in In^^ 
land for the reft of his life, and has been * 
looking out for a change of preferments 
feme time« As ibon as I heard this, I em*f 
ployed one to know whether he continued 
in the fame mind, and to tell him, that 
an advantageous exchange might be offered 
him, if he could engage his Idnfman to 
make it pra<fti<?able at court. He anfwered 
for his own acceptance, and his kinfman's 
endeavours. I employed next fonxc friends 
to fecure my lord Dorfet^ who very^ frankly 
declared himfelf ready to ferve you in any 
thing, and in this, if you dcfired it. But he 
mentioned a thing, at the fame time, wholly 
unknown to me, which i?, that your deanry 
is not in the nomination of the crown, but 

3 b 4 ia 
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lb: die 'tledion of the chapter. This may 
^mnder dcir^a0air perhaps moreealy, more 
hatdp 1 thinks it cannot be ; but, in all c^ies, 
it requires other meafuresto be takea. One 
«f thefe I believe muft be, to prepare Dr. 
Hoadfyf biftiop of Salifiury^ if that be pofli-* 
ble, to prepare his brother the archbiihop 
of Dublin. The light, in which the pro- 
pofition muft be rcprcfented to him, and 
to our minifters, (if it be made to. them) 
is this, that though thiey gratify you, they 
gratify you in a thing advantageous to them*^ 
felves, and lilly in you to aflc. I fuppole it 
will not be hard to perfuade them; that it 
is better for them you fhould be a private 
parifh prieft in an Bnglijh coxxnty; thart a 
dean in the metropolis of Ireland, where 
they know, becaufe they have felt, your 
authority and influence. At leaft, this to-^ 
pic is a plaufible one for thofe who fpeafc 
to them, to infift upon, and coming out 
of a whig's mouth may have weight. Sure 
I am, they will be ealily perfuaded, that 
'quitting power for eafe, and a greater for a 
lefs revenue, is a foolifli bargain, which 
they (hould by ponfequcnce help you to 
makf. 



^ ; .You fee now the ftate of this wholjb af- 
fair, and you will judge better thaq^X am 
^le to do, of the ijieans to beeippldycd oa 
your fidt of the water : to tliofb Qa thiis, 
ijathing fhall be negleded^ Find fome fe^. 
^ure way of conveying your thoughts an4 
your commands to me ; for my friend has a 
tight , to coaimand. me arbitrarily, which - 
no man elfe upon earth, has. Or rather, 
difpofe of affairs fo as to come hither immor 
4iately. Ypu intended to come fome timt 
^go. You Ipeak, in a letter Pope has jull 
now received from you, as if you ftill ha4 
view to make this journey before win- 
ter. Make it in the fummer, and the 
fppner the better. To talk of being able to 
ride with llirrups, is trifling: get on pcr 
gafus, beflride the hippogryph, or mount 
Xl^ white nag in the Revelations. To be 
ferious ; come any how, and put neither 
delay nor humour in a matter which re- 
quires difpatch and management. Though 
I have room, I will not fay one word to 
you about Berkeley's * or Delanfs books -f*. 
fome part of the former is hard to be un- 

* ^ Alciphron : Or^ the Minute Phihfipher' 
t < Revelation examined with Candour/ 

derflpod; 
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rpropofti howeveTi to rec6ncile yoa to me*' 
ti^hyficsi hf (hewing how they may be 
employed againft metaph3rficians ; and that 
whenever you do not undwftand them^ no-i^ 
body elfe does, no not thofe who write 
them. 

I know you are inquifitive abotit t^e 
health of the poor woman who itohabits* 
this place : it is tolerate, better than it has;^ 
been in fome years, Come and fefc her} 
' you fhall be nurfed, fondled* and humours 
ed. She dcfircs yoq to accept this affuranceji, 
with her humble fervice. Your ht>rfe$ /half 
be grazed in fumnier, and fother^d in win*^ 
ter ; and you and your niao (b^l bavd 
meat, drink, and lodging. Walhing | 
can't afford, Mr. dean, for I ani grown 
faving. Thanks to your fcr^ji^Q abou^ fru-ji 
gality. 

LETTER OCCVII. 
Lady B G to I>r. SWIFT, 

Drayton, July the igth, 1732. 

I BELIEVE you won't wonder at my 
long filence, when I tell you, that MrS^ 



^Pjh^toCame ill htm Utt^t P^r:i^ 
pretty much to herfelf 5 andv4sy«r fiiio^il^d 
hm been here> till within thefe tvro l^m 
thrtse days, I have had no hopes cf her 
Uk. You may eaiSly gaefs what I mvilk 
Havefafiercd for a fo loog tried, prudent^ 
ufeful, agreeable companion and frie&d^ 
God knows, (he is now exceffively 
weakjt and mends but llowly : however, J 
have now great hopes, and I am very good 
^t believing what I heartily wifli. As I 
4ar« fay, you will be concerned for her^ 
you may want to know her iUnefs, but that 
)s mor^ than I can tell you. She has fan^t 
fied herfelf in a confumption a great while; 
but though (he has had the moil dreadful 
cough I ever heard in my life, all the doc- 
tors faid, it was not that but none of 
^em did fay what it was. The dodor 
here, who is an extraordinary good one, 
(but lives fourteen long miles off) has lately 
been left ten thoufand pounds, and now 
hates his bufinefs ; he fays, it is a (harp 
jhumour that falls upon her nerves, fome-t 
times on |ier ftomach and bowels; and 
indeed what he has given her, has, to api- 
pearance, had mu9h better efFe(3: than the 

millions 

X Mrs. Biddy Floyd. 
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milUons of things 0ic has been forced to 
take. After this, you will not expcd, ?I 
ihould have followed your orders, and ridcj 
for I have fcarcely walked ; although I dare 
not be veiry much in her room, becaufe flic 
conftrained hcrfelf to hide her illnefs from 
me. 

The duke and duchefs of Dorfet have 
not been here yet, but I am in hopes they 
will foon. I don't know, whether you riC* 
member Mrs. Crowther and Mrs. Acourt : 
they and Mr. Farfode are my company j 
but as I love my houfe full, I expedt more 

ftill. My lady talks of making me .a 

(hort vifit. I have been fo full of Mrs^ 
Tkydi that I had like to have forgot to tell 
you, that J am fuch a dunderhead, that I 
ijeally do not know what my fifter P^/z's 
age was^ but I think, fhe could not be above 
twelve years old. She was the next to me, 
but whether two or three years younger 1 
l^aye forgot ; and what is more ridiculous, 
I do not exadly know my/own, for my 
mother and nurfe ufed to differ upon that 
Aotable point- And I am wiUing to be a 
ybimg lady ftill, fo will not allow myfelf 
td be niore than forty- eight next birt|i-day.; 
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iKit if I make my letter any longer; ^^r^nr 
hitps^you tv'ill wifli I never had bccri bom^^ 
Stf -adieu, dear Dean. 

* . f. ■ . ' 

LETTER cccym. 

Mr. GAY and the Duchefs of — — — i 
to Dr. S W I F T. 

.DEAR SIR, Amefbury, July 24th, 1732. 

As the circumftances of our money af- 
fairs are altered, I think my felf obliged to 
acquaint you with them as foon as I can ; 
which, if I had not received your letter 
laftjibft, I fhould have done now. I left 
your two South- Sea bonds, and four of my 
own; in Mr. Hoare^ hands, when I came 
out of town, that he might receive the in- 
t^reft for us, when due ; or, if you fliould 
want your money, that you might receive 
if upon your order. Since I came out of 
town, tht South" Sea company have come tQ 
a refolution to pay off per cent, of theit 
bonds, with the intereft of the 50 per cent. 
to Michaelmas next. So that there is no\f 
hilf of our fortunes in Mr. Hoare's hands 
at prefent, without any intereft going 00. 
As you fcem to be inclined to have your 

money 
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;OUt tke ibm thjLtir. paid mtq^hitiuMh^ lA 
miy other thing> till I ham jomtotdm; *i 
cannot tell what to do with my own. I be- 
lieve I fliall fee Mr; HMre in tliis country 
very foon ; for be bath an houfe not above 
fix miles from us, and I intend to advife 
with him; though, ib the prefent fitua- 
ttonof affairs^ I expeA to be left tatakd^ 
4tiy owa way* The remaining 50 per <:ent;, 
VCre it to be fold at prefent, beara apre^ 
sxiittm* I do not know whether I write 
intelligibly upon the fubjedk^ I cannot 
lend you the particulars of your account^ 
though I know I am in debt to you for ih-^ 
tereft, befides your pridcipal 1 and you will 
Underftand fo much of what I intend to in« 
form yoD, that half of your money is now 
in Mr* lJ$are'% hands, without any intereft^ 
So fince I cannot fend you the particulars 
of your account, I will now fay no more 
About it. 

I fhall finifli the work I intended this 
/ummer ; but I look upon the fuccefs in 
>ev.ery refpedl to be precarious. You judge 
very right of my prefent fituatbn, that I 
.cannot propofe to fuccced by favour ; and 

I don't 
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I doa't think j if I could flatter myfqlf that 
I Itad my degree of merj«^ much could be 
expci^ed from that unfaihionl»bl^' preteft*' 
fion. 

I have almoft done every thing I proj>6fcd 
in the vray of fables; but have not fet 
thtt laft hand to them« Though they will 
not amount to half the number^ I believe 
- they mil make much fuclr another volume 
as the iaft. I £nd it the mod difficult 
tefk I ever undertook but have deter-* 
mined^ to go through wdth it ; and, aftsef 
this, I believe I (hall never have courage 
enough to think any more in this way . Laft 
ppft I hada letter /rom Mr. Pope, isrho in-? 
fQjuns mc, he hath heard from you $ and 
that he is preparing fome icattered tluugs 
.of your's and his for die prefs^ I beliei^ 
I fhall not fee him till the winter > for, 
riding and walking, I am endeavouring to 
Jay ia a ilock of health, to iquander in the 
town. You fee, in this refpedl, my fchomo 
Is very like the country gentlemen in re-^ 
gard to their revenues. As to my eating 
9:nd drinking, I live as when you knew 
niej fo that in that point we (hall agree 
V^ry living together ; and • the 

'I duchefc 
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dacbels will anlwer fct ine» that 1 ttn cured 
of ittiftftition I for I nercr forget any thiiig 
flic fays t6 mc - ■ • • ^ 

The duchefs here takes up the reft or 
the line* 

For he never hears what I fay, fa can-* 
not forget. If I fcrved him the iamc way^ 
I fhould not care a farthing ever to be bet-* 
fer acquainted, with my TunSruIge acquaint-* 
ance, whom, by my attention to him» I 
have learned to fet my heart upon. I be-* 
^ gan to give over all hopes, and from thence 
began my'negleft. I thinktthia a very phi^ 
lofophicaL reafon, though then&v might b^ 
Mother given. When fine ladies are in 
Lmdoriy it is very genteel and allowable ta , 
forget their beft friends ; which, if I 
thought modeftly of myielf, muft needs be 
you, becaufe you know little of me. Till 
you do more, pray don't perfuade Mr* 
6<jf, that he is difcreet enough to Hvjb 
alone ; for I do affure you he is not, nor i 
cither. We are of great ufe to one ano- 
ther ; for we never flatter nor contradict, 
but when it is abfokitely- neceflary, and 
Aen we do it to fome purpofc 5 particularly 

' the 
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the firft agrees mightily with our conftitu* 
tions. If ever we quarrel, it will be ftbou^ 
a piece of bread and butter; for f(Mne 
body is never fick, except he eats too much;. 
He will not quarrel with you for a glafoor 
fo ; for by that means he hopes to gulp 
down fome of that forty millions of 
fchemes that hindred him from being gOQ4 
company* I Would fain fee you here, there . 
is To fair a chance that one of us muil be 
pleafed ; perhaps both, you with an old 
acquintance, and I with a new one : it i^ 
fo well worth taking a journey for, that if 
the niountain will not come to Mabomef^ 
Mahoffiet muil go to the mountain . But be- 
fore either of our journies are fettled, . I 
defire you would refolve me one queftioo* 
whether a man, who thinks himfelf well 
where he is, fhould look out for his houie 
and fervants before 'tis convenient, before 
he grows old, or before a perfon, with 
whom he lives, pulls him out. by the 
fleeve in private (according to oath) and 
tells him, they have enough of his com- 
pany ? He will not let me write one wo]:4 
more, but that I have a very great regard 
for you, Qfr. 
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yoiir good breeding to put me in mind of !f i 
therefore ■ I am determined not to ufc my 
ihtereft with Sir Robert for a living in the 
IJIe of fTigAff though nothing elfc could re- 
concile me to the plice; But if I could 
make you archbifliop of Cnnterbury^ I fliould 
forget my refentments for fake of the flock, 
who very ixliich want a careful fhepherd. 
Are we to have the honour of feeing you, 
tor not P I have frefli hopes giveil me ; but 
I dare not pleafe myfelf too much with 
them, left I fhould be again difappointed. 
If I had it as much in my power as my 
inclination to ferve Mrs« Barber^ ihe fhould 
not be kept thus long attending; but I 
hope her next voyage may prove more fuc- 
cefsful. She is juft come in> and tells me 
you have fprained your foot, which will 
prevent your journey till the next fummer ; 
but aflfure yourfelf the Bath is the only 
infallible cure for fuch an accident. If you 
have any regard remaining for me, you'll 
fliew it by taking my advice; if not, I'll en- 
deavour to forget you, if I can. But, till 
ihat doubt is cleared, I am, as much as 
ever, the Dean's obedient humble fervant, 

F. WORSLEY. 
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